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Palo Alto, California: 1,500 feet 
Copake, NewYork :1500 feet
Los Altos , California: 500 feet
Walnut City, California: 1,500 feet
Bar Harbor, Maine: 1,500 feet 
Sallisaw, Oklahoma: 1,500 feet 
Shelbourne , Massachusetts: 1,500 feet
Stockbridge, Massachusetts: 1,500 feet
San Diego County California 1,000 feet 
Encinitas California:500 feet
Scarsdale New York: 500 feet 
Ithaca, New York: 250 feet

Milpitas California: School Board asked Crown Castle and

T-Mobile to relocate the cell tower to remote location.
Ripon California: Sprint moved the cell tower at

elementary after students and staff developed cancer and

parents argued children should not be guinea pigs. 
Alameda California cancelled cell tower contracts.
Dekalb County Georgia dropped school tower plan. 

Palo Alto Unified School District Cell Tower Resolution

supports the City 1,500 setback and opposes cell tower

"on or in close proximity to schools to ensure individuals,

especially children, are protected from the potential

negative effects associated with radiation exposure."
West Linn-Wilsonville Oregon School Board prohibits cell

towers on school property. 
Vancouver School Boards Resolution: 1,000 feet 
Greenbelt Maryland Council opposes school towers. 

The International Association of Firefighters passed a

Resolution opposing cell towers on its stations in 2004

after a study found neurological damage in firefighters

with antennas on their fire stations. 

SCHOOL CELL TOWER SETBACKS
Many communities have policies, ordinances or zoning that

ensures cellular antennas are restricted to a specific minimum

distance from schools. Hempstead, New York requires a

special use permit for cell towers near schools. 

Examples of cell tower/4G/5G small cell setbacks/preferred

placements  for schools:

CELL TOWERS REMOVED FROM SCHOOL GROUNDS

SCHOOL BOARDS

DID YOU KNOW? 

Montgomery County Maryland Schools has a policy  no
to allow any more cell towers on elementary schools. 
Prince George's County Maryland School Board
decided not to renew a cell tower construction master
leasing agreement that had allowed over 70 schools to
be marketed as cell tower sites. 
Portland Oregon Schools ended new leases for cell
towers.

The New Hampshire State Commission 5G Health and
Environment Report recommends a setback of 1640
feet for schools.
The Collaborative For High Performance Schools
(Green building rating program) has LOW EMF Criteria
which includes no cell towers on school property. 

500 meter buffer recommended for schools to reduce
liability and minimize risk (Pearce 2019)
A moratorium on 5G pending safety 

A precautionary approach is better suited to State
obligations under international human rights law (Roda
and Perry 2014)
Increased cancer deaths near cell 

Studies find: DNA Damage( Zothansiama 2017),
Diabetes (Meo 2015), Cognitive effects (Meo 2018),
sleep problems and headaches (Abdel-Rassoul 2007,
Levitt & Lai 2010, Shahbazi-Gahrouei 2013)

SCHOOL BOARDS THAT REVERSED COURSE

EXPERT RECOMMENDATIONS

THE EPA SCHOOL SITING GUIDELINES
Lists exposure to electromagnetic fields and the fall
distance as "potential hazards" from cell towers. The EPA
guidelines recommend schools "identify and evaluate cell
towers within ~200 feet of prospective school locations."

PUBLISHED RESEARCH

      research (Frank 2020)

      antennas (Rodrigues 2021)

3 resolutions opposing cell towers on school

property. 
The District Office of Health and Safety developed a

"cautionary level" for radiofrequency radiation

10,000 times lower than FCC regulations because, "it

is believed that a more conservative level is necessary to

protect children, who represent a potentially vulnerable

and sensitive population."

LOS ANGELES UNIFIED CA SCHOOL DISTRICT
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Voted to oppose proposed cell tower.
Hosted parent information session with both the cell tower
company and Environmental Health Trust. 

Sent letters to the school board in opposition to cell towers near the
school. 

Voted to oppose cell tower after board approved towers on
schools. 

Forest Grove Elementary Pacific Grove Middle School and Pacific
Grove High School PTAs sent a letter to City Council opposing a
high school cell tower. 

NEELSVILLE MIDDLE SCHOOL PTA (MD)

HILLSMERE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PTA (MD)

BRIARLAKE ELEMENTARY (GA) 

PACIFIC GROVE (CA) PTAs 

NEW YORK STATE PTA 
-Adopted TWO Resolutions 2014  

“CELLULAR PHONE TOWERS – 2014 (R‐’07, R‐’00); Resolved that the

New York State Congress of Parents and Teachers, Inc. support

legislation that would encourage local communities, including parents and

school officials, to regulate the placement of cell towers and cell tower

antennas particularly in schools and areas where children congregate, 

and be it further Resolved that the New York State PTA support

continued research into the long‐term effects of radio frequency and

microwave frequencies on humans especially as they apply to children,

and be it further Resolved that the New York State PTA seek to educate

parents and school officials as to the current debate over the placement

of cell towers and antennas.”




CONEJO PTA WANTS CELL TOWER

MOVED 
Op-ed in Thousand Oaks Acorn Journal 

The California PTA advocates on behalf

of children and families. They advocate

against electromagnetic field radiation

your schools. 

The Conejo PTA urges the use of the

precautionary principle in making

decisions regarding public health this

means if something cannot be proven to

be safe it is best to avoid exposure. Most

people don't realize that the 1996 FCC

state standards for safe levels of

omission was actually based on a level

set by the American national standards

institute in 1982. Well this standard has

not been changed in 30 years it has
usurped all local authority." 

"For this reason, Conejo Council PTA

made up of 9000 parents and teachers

has decided to take action. We're calling

on our local leaders to put in place

policies that would ensure parents are

notified when cell towers are propose

near schools and then encourage a

buffer zone around schools."

-Kim Huber, legislative chair of the

Conejo Council PTA.
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“The National Toxicology Program studies clearly showed that non-ionizing cell
phone radiofrequency radiation radiation can cause cancers and other adverse
health effects. An important lesson that should be learned is that we cannot
assume any current or future wireless technology such as 5G is safe without
adequate testing.” 
— Ronald Melnick PhD 28 year scientist at National Institutes of Health

“I recommend public health organizations raise awareness and educate the public
on why and how to reduce our daily exposure to wireless radio frequency radiation.
Protective public health policy is needed now. It is time for regulatory bodies to fully
evaluate the research and develop science based exposure limits that truly protect
the public and the environment.” 
— Linda S. Birnbaum, PhD, Former Director, National Institute of
Environmental Health Sciences and National Toxicology Program of the
National Institutes of Health. 

“Given the human, animal and experimental evidence, I assert that, to a reasonable
degree of scientific certainty, the probability that RF exposure causes gliomas and
neuromas is high.”
— Christopher Portier PhD former Director of the United States National
Center for Environmental Health at the CDC, former Director of the U.S.
Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry.

I am calling on my industry to bring safer technology to market. The current
implementation of technology is not safe. Take a good look at the science. This is
about our children’s future. Do not be lulled into believing that 25-year-old
standards can protect the youngest and most vulnerable. They simply cannot.” 
— Frank Clegg, Former President of Microsoft Canada, CEO of Canadians
for Safe Technology 

"Most parents believe that cellphones were safety-tested before they came on the
market. We assume that our federal health and environmental agencies regularly
review the latest research and ensure that these incredible devices are safe. They
do not. As we sadly learned with early childhood lead exposures leaving long-
lasting impairments, the developing brain is particularly susceptible.”
— Jerome Paulson, MD , Professor Emeritus, George Washington
University, Milliken School of Public Health, former Chair of American
Academy of Pediatrics Committee on Environmental Health 
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Resolutions to halt 5G in numerous European cities
including Trafford, UK, Lille, France, Ormidia, Cyprus,
Councils in Ireland and more. 

600 municipalities have passed resolution to halt 5G. 

Los Angeles CA Public Schools: RFR Limit 10,000x less
than FCC.
Resolutions to halt 5G passed in Hawaii County HI,
Farragut TN, Keene NH & Easton CT.
Numerous cities restrict cell antennas near homes
including: Los Altos, Petaluma, Mill Valley, Malibu and San
Diego County CA, Bedford NH and more.
New Hampshire 5G Commission's 15 Recommendations
include increasing transparency, reduce public exposure,
research health effects and protect wildlife and trees.
Oregon investigating health effects of wireless.
Palo Alto, Los Angeles LA Schools Greenbelt MD, Bar
Harbor ME; No school cell towers

Cell antennas prohibited in “sensitive areas" -
kindergartens, hospitals and nursing homes. 

No cell towers on homes, schools, colleges, playing fields,
populated areas and heritage areas.

60 mayors/officials petition to halt 5G.
Federal health agency investigating 5G
5G antenna RFR is measured.

Parliament refused to weaken radio frequency radiation
(RFR) limits after 5G Report.

Health Council recommends against 26 GHz for 5G due
to lack of safety data. 

No cell towers near schools.

Cell tower setback 100m from schools/ homes.

EUROPE 

ITALY 

UNITED STATES

CHILE

BANGLADESH

FRANCE

SWITZERLAND

NETHERLANDS

RUSSIA

ISRAEL

City of Toronto

Mezdra and Balchik have banned 5G. 

The installation of cell towers at the premises of schools,

kindergartens, hospitals or eldercare facilities is prohibited. 

Cyprus National Committee on Environment and Child Health 5G

Position Paper calls for 5G free zones. 

New South Wales Dept. of Education policy objects to towers

on/near schools. 

Cell antennas prohibited on kindergartens and hospitals.

RFR limit tightened to 1/10 of CNIRP limits after Inter-Ministerial

Report on impacts to wildlife.
Mumbai, Zilla Parishad & Karnataka: Cell towers

prohibited/removed near schools, colleges, orphanages and old

age homes.
Brihanmumbai Municipal: Cell towers banned at parks and

playgrounds.
State of Rajasthan: Supreme Court of India upheld removal of

“hazardous to life" cell towers from vicinity of schools,

hospitals/playgrounds.

CANADA

      "Prudent Avoidance Policy" for Cell Towers.

BULGARIA

GREECE

CYP﻿RUS

AUSTRALIA 

LITHUANIA

INDIA

 Links to ordinances at ehtrust.org

WORLDWIDE POLICY

5G & CELL TOWERS
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prohibits installation of small cells on public utility easements in

residential neighborhoods
500 foot setbacks for small cells for multi-family residences in

commercial districts
500 ft separation from schools
1500 ft separation between nodes

“SCWs shall not be located within 1,000 feet of schools, child

care centers, hospitals, or churches.”

Easton CN City Council passed a 5G cease and desist resolution
Warren, Connecticut Policy defines "adequate coverage" and

"adequate capacity." and was designed “to locate towers and/or

antennas in a manner which protects property values, as well as
the general safety, health, welfare and quality of life of the

citizens.“ Coverage is considered to be “adequate” within that

area surrounding a Base Station where the predicted or

measured median field strength of the transmitted signal is such

that the majority of the time, transceivers properly installed and

operated will be able to communicate with the base station.

Coconut Creek FL Commission adopted a Resolution on 5G and

radiofrequency radiation. 
Hallandale Beach FL Resolution urges the federal government to

initiate independent health studies on 5G.
Lavallette FL Resolution 2021-58: Applicant shall obtain

certification from the Federal Aviation Administration and the

United States Dept. of Defense demonstrating that the

installation does not emit RF frequencies which may interfere
with avionics of any approaching civil or military aircraft.” The

City also requires the applicant to provide RF meters used by

their technicians and train City employees. Verizon cannot install

more than a total of 20 "small cell" nodes throughout the

Borough to support 5G.

Hawai'i County Council passed a Resolution to halt 5G

Oak Brook IL Resolution calls for local control re small cels. 

CALIFORNIA 
Numerous CA cities restrict cell antennas near homes with setbacks

and strict ordinances including: Los Altos, Petaluma, Mill Valley,

Malibu, Santa Barbara, Nevada City, Suisin, Calabasas, San Clemente,

Westlake, Sonoma, Sebastopol, San Rafael, Ross Valley, Encinitas,

Fairfax, Palo Alto, Walnut City and San Diego County.

As an example of CA ordinances, the Los Altos City ordinance: 

San Diego County, California

CONNECTICUT 

FLORIDA 

HAWAI'I

IILLINOIS  

Little Silver, NJ Carriers should provide notice to property
owners within 500 feet of proposed facility.

Scarsdale NY: 500 foot setbacks to homes preferred. 
Copake NY: Pre/post testing by RF engineer. No repeater
closer than 200 ft to dwelling. No tower closer than 1500
ft to residence/church.
Community Boards issuing Moratoriums on 5G poles 

Proposed State Bill - 1640 ft setbacks. 
Keene NH Resolution to halt 5G
Bedford NH 750 ft. setback 

Mason OH Zoning Ordinance No small cells in residential
areas or within 100 feet of residential prop; 2000 feet
apart (unless colocated); equipment should be
underground or wholly contained. 

Sallisaw OK 1,500 feet setback 

Farragut City Resolution to halt 5G

Greendale WI passed Resolution R2018-20 referring to
the FCC’s actions stripping local authority as “an
unprecedented attack on local control.”

INDIANA
Carmel City IN Council resolution asks state lawmakers, FCC
and Congress to limit 5G until health effects fully understood.

MASSACHUSETTS 
Randolph MA 500 ft setback. Yearly RFR measurements. 
Lunenburg and Great Barrington MA 500 ft setback 
Stockbridge MA prohibits a tower from being built 1000 feet
from a school, park or athletic field and 600 ft from
residence.

NEW JERSEY 

NEW YORK

NEW HAMPSHIRE 

OHIO  

OKLAHOMA

TENNESSEE 

WISCONSIN 

 Links to ordinances at ehtrust.org
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http://www.rcrwireless.com/20120518/americas/chilean-telecoms-companies-need-to-comply-with-new-antennas-law-2
http://www.rcrwireless.com/20120518/americas/chilean-telecoms-companies-need-to-comply-with-new-antennas-law-2
https://ehtrust.org/usa-city-ordinances-to-limit-and-control-wireless-facilities-small-cells-in-rights-of-ways/
https://www.rcrwireless.com/20120518/americas/chilean-telecoms-companies-need-to-comply-with-new-antennas-law-2
https://www.rcrwireless.com/20120518/americas/chilean-telecoms-companies-need-to-comply-with-new-antennas-law-2
https://www.rcrwireless.com/20120518/americas/chilean-telecoms-companies-need-to-comply-with-new-antennas-law-2
https://www.rcrwireless.com/20120518/americas/chilean-telecoms-companies-need-to-comply-with-new-antennas-law-2
http://www.theindependentbd.com/post/216143
https://www.rcrwireless.com/20120518/americas/chilean-telecoms-companies-need-to-comply-with-new-antennas-law-2
https://www.rcrwireless.com/20120518/americas/chilean-telecoms-companies-need-to-comply-with-new-antennas-law-2
https://ehtrust.org/usa-city-ordinances-to-limit-and-control-wireless-facilities-small-cells-in-rights-of-ways/
https://ehtrust.org/usa-city-ordinances-to-limit-and-control-wireless-facilities-small-cells-in-rights-of-ways/
http://www.ehtrust.org/
http://www.ehtrust.org/
https://ehtrust.org/legal-liability-and-financial-risks-of-5g-wireless-and-cell-towers/
https://ehtrust.org/usa-city-ordinances-to-limit-and-control-wireless-facilities-small-cells-in-rights-of-ways/
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Resolution on Safer Technology calls for the California
cell phone advisory on how to reduce cell phone
exposure be disseminated to students and staff.
Webinars on reducing RF exposure. 

Briefing document "Wi-Fi in School" recommends 

2﻿013 Resolution "UTLA will advocate for 

Website shares Dr. Moskowitz’s "Reducing Exposure 

Call for Wi-Fi moratorium until health studies 

Resolution supporting members suffering from
electromagnetic hypersensitivity by ensuring that their
medical needs are accommodated in the workplace.

UNITED EDUCATORS OF SAN FRANCISCO 

CANADA TEACHER FEDERATION 

      limiting Wi-Fi. 

UNITED TEACHERS OF LOS ANGELES

      technological solutions that maintain technology    
      upgrades while not increasing employees exposure to   
      electromagnetic radiation.”

UNITED FEDERATION OF TEACHERS 

      to Wireless" brochure and The BabySafe Project 
      "What You Need to Know About Wireless Radiation 
      and Your Baby.“ 

ELEMENTARY TEACHERS FEDERATION OF ONTARIO

      done (Limestone).

BC TEACHERS FEDERATION 

Position Statement recommends wired networks as
WI-FI “may present a potential health and safety risk
or hazard in the workplace.”

Recommends minimal or non-use of Wi-Fi. 

Resolution "Hazards of Wireless Radiation Emission"
They issued "Best Practices" which  includes to "avoid
prolonged, close contact with wireless routers, laptop
computers, tablets, cell phones and cordless phones."
Webinar “Risks of wireless technologies and
protecting children and staff in schools.”

National AFT Conference presentation about wireless
radiation posted online. 

Put devices on desks, not laps.
Hard wire all devices that connect to the internet.
Hard wire all fixed devices such as printers, projectors
and boards.
Use hard-wired phones instead of cell or 

Put devices in airplane mode, which suspends EMF
transmission in the device, disabling Bluetooth, GPS,
phone calls, and WiFi.

ONTARIO ENGLISH CATHOLIC TEACHERS 

GREATER VICTORIA TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 

NEW YORK STATE UNITED TEACHER UNION

AMERICAN FEDERATION OF TEACHERS 

NEW JERSEY EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION

      cordless phones.

“All educational facilities must have healthy
indoor air quality, be smoke-free, be safe from
environmental and chemical hazards, and be
safe from hazardous electromagnetic fields...the
public should be notified of actual and potential
hazards.”
— National Education Association

“We have enough evidence to justify taking
action and we are not willing to wait until our
members, their children and the students suffer
health consequences from not doing anything,”
—Paul Pecorale, VP New York State United
Teachers Union.

https://ehtrust.org/legal-liability-and-financial-risks-of-5g-wireless-and-cell-towers/
https://ehtrust.org/usa-city-ordinances-to-limit-and-control-wireless-facilities-small-cells-in-rights-of-ways/
http://www.uesf.org/news/san-francisco-educators-pass-resolution-calling-for-safer-technology-standards-for-all-san-francisco-schools/
http://www.uesf.org/news/san-francisco-educators-pass-resolution-calling-for-safer-technology-standards-for-all-san-francisco-schools/
http://www.uesf.org/news/san-francisco-educators-pass-resolution-calling-for-safer-technology-standards-for-all-san-francisco-schools/
https://ehtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/Wi-Fi-in-School-Briefing-.pdf
https://ehtrust.org/la-teachers-union-passes-resolution-to-ensure-safety-from-hazardous-electromagnetic-fields-emf-in-schools-including-emf-emissions-from-wireless-technology/
http://www.uft.org/files/attachments/wireless-radiation-reduce-exposure.pdf
http://www.uft.org/files/attachments/wireless-radiation-reduce-exposure.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i2dcZefK0Mc&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i2dcZefK0Mc&feature=emb_logo
http://www.uesf.org/news/san-francisco-educators-pass-resolution-calling-for-safer-technology-standards-for-all-san-francisco-schools/
http://www.uesf.org/news/san-francisco-educators-pass-resolution-calling-for-safer-technology-standards-for-all-san-francisco-schools/
http://www.uesf.org/news/san-francisco-educators-pass-resolution-calling-for-safer-technology-standards-for-all-san-francisco-schools/
http://www.uft.org/files/attachments/wireless-radiation-reduce-exposure.pdf
http://www.uft.org/files/attachments/wireless-radiation-baby.pdf
http://www.uft.org/files/attachments/wireless-radiation-baby.pdf
http://www.uft.org/files/attachments/wireless-radiation-baby.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i2dcZefK0Mc&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i2dcZefK0Mc&feature=emb_logo
https://ehtrust.org/new-york-state-united-teachers-resolution-22-hazards-of-wireless-radiation-emission/
https://www.nysut.org/~/media/files/nysut/news/2018/saferguidelines.pdf?la=en
https://www.nysut.org/~/media/files/nysut/news/2018/saferguidelines.pdf?la=en
http://www.nysut.org/resources/all-listing/2014/december/webinar-risks-of-wireless-technologies
https://sharemylesson.com/teaching-resource/technology-and-environmental-health-increasing-awareness-and-improving-safety
http://gvta.net/index.php/health-safety/2013-02-20-23-22-17
http://gvta.net/index.php/health-safety/2013-02-20-23-22-17
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/guidelines-for-safer-use-of-wireless-technology-in-classrooms-published-300054729.html
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/guidelines-for-safer-use-of-wireless-technology-in-classrooms-published-300054729.html
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