
ELF NEWS 
<< Power Line Talk ,> 

A map that appears to show a clustering of cancer cases in literature is available to assess whether exposure to power 
Guilford, CT, overthepast20 years, has the town inan uproar. frequency fields results in the initiation, promotion or progres- 
State healthofficials d&w up the map in response toallcgations sion of cancer, and then: is no scientific basis for the asschon 
madeby PaulBrodeurintheJuly 9NewYorkerofanabnomal that such exposure is associated wid1 any of thosc effects," as 
number of brain tumors and other central nervous system 
cancers nmong people living neara substation and power limes 
(see p.9). When the map made a fleeting appearance at an 
August20 public meeting, some town residents were shuck by 
the apparent clustering of cases along theroute ofa Connecticut 
Light & Power line coming from the substation. After the 
meeting the health department refused to release the map, 
claiming it would violate the privacy of thecancer victims. But 
a few weeks later, local activist Bob Hemstock got hold of a 
copy when, he says, the department included the map in the 
literature itwas dishibutinginresponseto public inquiries. Not 
surprisingly, within a few days the map made headlines in the 
local newspapers (for instance, in the October 3 New H m n  
Register). The map does indeed show a pa- of cases on 

reported in the August 5 Asbwy Park Press, a New Jersey 
newspaper. Boutwell testified in May on behalf of Jersey 
Central Power & Light (JCP&L) at a hearing on the siting of 
a23OkVlineinMiddtetown.NJ (seeMWN, JlA89). He waslast 
seenasautilityexpertwitnessinthe 1988Mmy-Southcase,for 
which he waspaid approximately $75,000 (seeMWN, ND88). 
After a long-drawn-out battle with JCP&L, residents and the 
township appear to have won. On September 25, JCP&L an- 
nouncedthatitisdefemngcons~ction of theline until themid- 
1990s "as a result of a slowdown in economic activities in the 
state, compounded by uncertainties resulting fmm the Persian 
Gulf crisis." 

~ & d o w  Strcct near the subsration, as well as one along Long 
H a  Road, on which,according to Hemsmk andcontjjed by Schwls may become the next major baulcfield in the EMF 
Nnrthr.?<r I 1lilitir.q nlnsa 11.8kV linc.Theremalsoanumber conflic~ As parents learn more about EMF health ~ f f ~ c t s ,  they --~.-. 
of cases in the area where a 115 kV transmission line crosses aredemanding measuremen tsand, whennecessary,reductions 
Long HillRoad. Thehealthdepartmentisnowreleasing am&- of EMF levels in C ~ ~ S W ~ S  and schoolyards. Conflicts Over 
ifiedversionofthemap,indicatingonly thegeneral locationsof EMFs in schools are not new. A few yearsago, a school dishict 
the cases. And no one is admittine that the cancer rate isabnor- in Houston, TX, forced Houston Lighting & Power to remove 

~ - - ~  ~ .. 
maUy high in the area. There is "no clustering," maintains Dr. a high-voltage transmission line From school property at a cost 
Sandy Geschwindof the state Department of Health Services. of $8.6 million (see MWN, JIA88). Since then, complaints in- 

volving EMFs in schools have been heard around the country. 
<<<< >>> In 1988, California adopted guidelines requiting a minimum 

Denver,CO'snew internationalairpartisbeing held hostage to 
a power line siting dispute. The line in question, a 16-mile 
segment of a 230 kV line, runs right through the middte of the 
airpoa site. Officials in Adams and Aurora Counties want the 
Public Service Co. of Colorado to consider burying the lime, 
rather than rerouting it around the w i t - t h e  utility's current 
pbaccord ing to  theSeptember 11 DenverPost. Burying the 
line wouldreportedly cost$lOOmillion, whilemoving iteastof 
the airpon would run about $18 million. An August 21 Post 
editorialpmisedcounty officials fortheir concern overpotential 
EMF health hazards, but pointed out that the proposed route 
would run through largely vacant farmland: "If millions of 
dollars are to be spent to eliminate any risks posed by high- 
tension lines, the money should be used f i t  to bury the miles 
and miles of existing cable that were shung through residential 
areas before the potential hazards became known." 

distance between schools and power line right-of-ways (see 
MWN M/l88). What is new is the coverage of this issue in the 
popular press. In one of the most widely read articles, Paul 
Brodeur describes how parents havechallenged schoolbonrds 
and utilities over "unacceptably" high field levels measured in 
and amund schools (the article appears in the September 25 
Family Circle). Oneof the controversies cited by Brodeur is in 
Montecito,CA, whereschoolofficials haveopted foralow-cost 
way to practice "prudent avoidance" by relocating desks and 
roping off certain "hotspots" to insure that students are not 
exposedtolevelsabove2mG (seep.8). And inFountainValley, 
CA, fieldlevels in schools were found to range from 2mG toas 
high as 130 mG. Southern California Edison researcherJack 
Sahl thinks such readings may wanant an investigation, and he 
told the Los Angeles Times (September 2) that, "My position 
would be: Let's find out what's going on here." 

<<<< >>>> 
<<<< >>>> 

Dr. John Peters's childhood leukemia study resulrs won't be 
It's no longer possible to deny EMF health risks categorically, ready until the beginning of 1991 (see MWN, N D 8 9 k o n -  
according to the 1989 congressional OTA repott, but some aary to reports in the September 7 Scier~ce that Peters would 
people disagree. National Cancer Advisory Board member Dr. present results at the October EPRI utility meeting. Peters told 
RosweU Boutwell recently testifiedthat" ... sufficientscientific us that he definitely won't be finished by October, nor wiU he 
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EMF.. in the Press 
Public interest in possible health hazards from electmmagnetic fields (Ems) continues to intensify. Here is out latest listing of 
recent articles and leuers in the press (see MWN. NJD89). 
Americnn Heulih: Paul Raebum 'The Switched-On House: Aboard the Bandwagon," August 16 ... New Scienfist: Andy 
Concerns Grow About [EMFsl and Household Devices." CoghlanandNinaHall,"HowMagneticFieldsCouldUpsetYour 
March ... Bowon's: JohnNicholson, "Rays of Gloom?" (letter to Ions," August 4...New Woman: Sue Browder. 'Waning: Your 
the editor). August 13 ... Byte: Bill M c G i ,  "Of Monitun and HomeMay Be Hazardous to Your Health," Oc tober... New York 
Emissions," Septem ber.... Columbin Journalism Review: Louis Times: Peter Lewis, 'Worries About Radintion Continue, as Do 
Slesin, "Uncovering Radiation: VDT Stories That Still Don't Studies," July 8; Natalie Angier, "Rising Incidence of Brain 
Make the News," JuIylAugust .... The Economist: "Very Debat- T~umorsIsDrawingAttentionandConc~"July31;PeterLewis. 
able Units," September l...Eamily Circle: Paul Bmdeur, "Dan- "Of Magnetism and Monitors," August 7....The New Yorker: 
ger in the Schoolyard," September 25....Glomour: "Fast Facts PaulBrodeur."Ann&ofRadintion:CalnmitymMeadowStrect," 
About VDT Dangers," Augnsc Cindi Leive. "Why I Can't Stop July P....Science: Robert Pool. "Is There an EMF-Cancer Con- 
Thinking About My Computer," October ... JEEE Spectrum: nection?" September 7; "[EMFs]: The Biologicat Evidence," 
Eleanor Adair, "Nunuring Electmphobia"; Koren Fitzgerald. September 21; "Flying Blind: The Making of EMF Policy," 
Granger Morgan, Indira Nair. "Special Report--[EMFs]: The October S....Science News: Janet Raloff. "EPA Suspects ELF 
Jury's Still Out, Part 1 :  Biological Effects, Pan 2: Societal FieldsCanCauseCance~,"Jme30 ... Scienh~cAmeriCan:Granger 
Reverberations. Part 3: Managing the Risks," August ... Jssues in Morgan. "ExposCTreament Confounds Understanding of a Se- 
ScienceandTechnology: C.A.L. Bnsset, "Premature A l m  over rious Public HealthIssue" (areview of CurrenfsofDenlh), April; 
[EMFs]," Spring; letters in response, Summer ... Journal of the TimBeardsley. "Shocking Genes: [EMFs] StimulateGene Activ- 
American MedicalAssocintion: David Savitz, "ElectricCurrent ity," July .... Time: "Danger born a Glowing Screen," June 18; 
and Health" (a review of Bmdeur's Currenfs of Death), August Philip Elmer-Dewit$ "Hidden Hazards of the Airwaves," July 
I....The Lnncet: J.B. Sibbison. "USA: Danger from [EMFs]," 30 .... USA Today: Rae Tyson. "Questions Rnised About Power 
July 14 ... Moclean's: DianeBrdy. 'Tension in the Air," August Lines and Health." March 15 .... U.S. News & World ReporI: 
6...Macwor[d: Jeny Borrell, "Is Your Computer Killing You?" MnrjoryRoberts,"ComputerWaves."September10 .... WaUSheet 
(editorial), Paul Bmdeur. "The Magnetic Field Menace." July; Journal: "Everyday Elecnic Items Arc Causing Concern," Sep- 
letters in response, October .... The N&n: David Corn ''I'm tember 25 .... Washington Post: Michael Specter. "Can Human 
Typing as Fast as I Can," July 2: Herbert Kohl, "Screen Test" Disorders Flow from Waves of Household Current?" May 
(editorial). August 27lSeptember 3...Nofure: Seth Shulman. 7....Whole Earth Review: Robert Horvitz, "Inhabiting the Elec- 
"Cancer Risks Seen in [EMFs]," June 7; David Lindley, "Risky tromagnetic Environment," Fall .... Woman's Day: Mary-Lou 
Arguments ovaCauseandEffect,"August9; SethShuhnan, "All Weisman, "ShouldYou Be Worried AboutElecnicity?"May 22. 

beready fortheDOEconlractorsreview inNovember. His team 
attheUniversity of SouthemCalifomiais"working feverishly" 
to complete the data by the end of the year, he said. Science is 
running a (hree-part series by RobertPool examining theEMF 
h e a l t h e f f e c t s d e b a t e . T h e s e c o n d p m a p p e a r  
21 issue and the third in the October 5 issue. 

Dr. Philip Cole may havetorevise hisoften-repeatedargument 
that an EMF-cancer l i i  is unlikely because increases in the 

power gridoverthe pastfew decadeshavenotbeen matched by 
proportionate increases in cancer rates. A new paper in the 
Auyst25issueofThe~nce1showsthatcancerrateshavebeen 
soaringoverthepasttwodecadesamongpeopleover54.A~ 
of international researchers led by Dr. Devra Lee Davis of the 
Mount Sinai Medical Center report. that over the past 20 years 
theincidences of brainandCNS tumors,bmtcancer. multiple 
myeloma and melanoma have risen steeply in the U.S., Japan 
and four European counhies. 'The changes in many types of 
cancer are so dnmatic and rapid thnt they cannot be ignored," 
Davis told the August 24 New York Times. 

Epidemiology Roundup: Three New Links to Cancer 

Leukemia Among Finnish Linemen 

Finnish workers with "probable" exposures to extremely 
low frequency (ELF) electromagnetic fields (Ems) had a 
statistically sign%cant90% increasedriskofleukemia,accord- 
ing toa new study by Dr. Jukka Juutilainen and coworkers. For 
cenmlnemonssystem (CNS) tumorsandacutemyeloidleuke- 
mia (AML), the risks increased by 30% and 50%, respectively. 

Workers with "possible"EMFexposure~also had increased 

MICROWAVE NEWS SeptemberlOctober 1990 

cancerrisks40% forallleukemia,40% forAMLand30% for 
CNS tumors. 

"It'sonemore paper where an increased leukemia andbrain 
cancer risk was identified," Juutilainen told Microwave News. 
Preliminary results of the study were fmt presented at a 1987 
conference (see MWN, M/J87). Juutilainen, of the Department 
of Environmental Sciences at the University of Kuopio in 
Finland, recently reported thatresidentidELFexposure~ could 
be linked to early pregnancy loss (see p.6). 
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ELF NEWS 
Among those who worked in jobs with probableexposures, 

linemen and cable jointers had the highest incidence of leuke- 
mia, while telephone installers and repairmen showed the 
greatestriskforCNS tumors.Theteamnotedthatelectricians 
a group which in past studies has been identitied as having a 
higher incidence of cancer--did not have an elevated leukemia 
risk. 

"I believe our results show that it is less likely that a 
confounder---otherthanEMFsi.;responsihle,sincewefound 
increasedrisksinavarietyofdifferentoccupations,"Juutil~en 
said. 

The team investigated 25-to-64-year-old male induslrial 
workers in Finland between 1971 and 1980 and grouped them 
into three exposure categories: "probable," "possible" and "no 
exposure." The probable exposure group included electrical 
occupations; thepossibleexposuregroupcoveredjobsin which 
electric motors or welding nre commonly involved. 

The results appeared in the International Archives of Oc- 
cupalional and Environmental Health, 62, pp.289-293, 1990. 

Leukemia Risks for Navy Electricians 

U.S. Navy electricians were two-and-a-half times more 
likely to develop leukemia than were other naval personnel. 
according to a new study by Dr. Frank Garlandandcolleagues 
at the Naval Health Research Center in San Diego, CA. The 
team called the finding "intriguing in the light of several studies 
showing an excess riskof leukemiaassociated with exposure to 
EMFs." 

Garland and coworkers surveyed navalpersonnel on active 
duty between 1974 and 1984 and identified 102 cases of 
leukemia. Theelevatedrisk for electrician's mates was theonly 
statistically significant (though borderline) increase for as&- 
cific job category. Elecbician's mates, like their civilinn coun- 
q a r t s  (elechicians and electric power linemen, for example), 
are exposed on the job to EMFs. 

Machinist's mates-the group most likely to be exposed to 
leukemogenic agents such as benzene and related compounds 
and ionizing radiation--did not show an increased risk 

The team used 'person-years at risk"--instead of occupa- 
tionalhstories-tocalculnteincidencerates. Oneknowledgeable 
s o m e  pointed out lhat the main weakness of this type of study 
is that it equates "one person working at a job for four years" 
with"fotrpeopleworkingatthatjobforoneyeareach"-which 
may not be the same for calculating exposure-related illnesses. 

Garland declined to comment on the study. 
The paper appeared in the American Journal of Epidemi- 

ology, 132, pp.293-303,1990. 

. Cancer Among Swiss Railway Engineers 

A new study from theUniversity of Bern showedthat Swiss 
railway engineers had significantly elevated mortality rates for 
bloodandlymphatic cancers (seeMWN, NlD891.A team led by 
Dr.ChristophMinderoftheDepmentofSocialandPreventive 
Medicine found that railway engineers, who are chronically 

exposed to ELF fields, had a statistically significant &70% 
increasedriskcompared with technical personnel and anonsig- 
nificant40% increasedriskcompared with workersin themetal 
construction and machine building industries. 

"The results obtained are consistent with the findings of 
many otheroccupational studies"showingan increasedleukemia 
mortality link, the team concluded. 

Minder andDrs. M. Balli-Antunes andD.H. Pfluger lwked 
at mortality data on male railway engineers for the years 1969 
to 1983, noting that the average duration of employment was 
probably more than 30 years. They estimated that theengineas 
may have been exposed to magnetic field levels up to 10 G, 
although no duect measurements were taken. 

Their paper appenred in the fmt issue of the new journal 
Environmetrics (I. pp.121-130, 1990). which is published in 
Canada 

Conflicting Parental Occupational Studies 

Two studies in consecutive issues of the American Journal 
of Epidemiology illustrate the conflicting views on parental 
occupational EMF exposures and their effects on children. 

IntheJune 1990issue,Drs.JR.WilkinsandVicldeHundley 
reported a 90% increased risk of neumblastomas among chil- 
dren of men exposed to EMFs at work. Wilkins, of Ohio State 
University, and Hundley, of the Ohio state Depamnent of 
Health, both in Columbus, noted that there is an "apparent 
consistency" between their findings and thoseof Drs. Christine 
Johnson and Margaret Spilz, who in 1985 reported an elevated 
risk of netroblastomas among children of men who had p r o  
longed on-the-job exposure to EMFs-particularly electronics 
workers (see MWN, JlA85). Spitz and Johnson later reported a 
statistically significant increased risk of CNS tumors among 
children of men employed in jobs involving EMF exposures 
(see MWN, MfA90). 

In the May 1990 issue, however, Dr. Greta Bunin and 
coworkers had reported no signiticant association between 
parentaloccup;i t ionalEMFexposureandneumb, 
of the Children's Hospital of Philadelphia, PA, did find a four- 
fold increase in the rate of neumblastomas among children of 
electrical and electronic products assemblers, but it was not 
statistically significant 

The two papers appear in the American Journal of Epide- 
miology, 131. pp.776-780 and pp.995-1008,1990. In 1988, Dr. 
Philip Nasca found no consistent association between parental 
occupation and CNS tumors (see M W I  J/F89). 

Savifz and Loomis on Electrical Workers 

Drs. Dana Loomis and David Savitz have published their 
paper showing that male electrical workers had a significantly 
elevated rate of mortality from brain tumors. There was also a 
slightincreaseforleukemiaamong cenainoccupationalgroups, 
butin general,leukemiawasnotassociakd withelectricalwork. 

These results "corroborate reports of increased mortality 
from brain cancer among electrical workers, but give only 
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limitedsupporttosuggestionsofexcessdeaths from leukemia:' 
they concluded. 

LmmisandSavitz,both at theuniversity of North Carolina 
SchoolofPuhlicHealthin Chapel Hill, foundthat"braincancer 
wasconcentratedamongmenaged65orolder,wh~ 
was a s d t e d  with electrical work only among younger d e  
cedents and those with acute lymphocytic leukemia." 

The results have been slightly revised since Lmmis and 
Savitz f i t  reported the fmdings in 1989 ( s e e m ,  NP89). 
The paper appeared in the British J o m l  oflndushial Medi- 
cine, 47, pp.633438.1990. 

Wertheimer and Leeper on Breast Cancer 

In an Auyst 13 memo, Dr. Nancy Wertheimer and Ed 

Leeper called attention to data from their original adult-EMF 
cancer study indicating an EMF-female breast cancer link. 
Wertheimer and Leeper addressed their memo to researchers 
who are studying the association between EMF exposure and 
breast cancer (see MWN, Np89 and JI.490). 

Theypointedoutthattheir 1982papershowedastatistically 
signifcant increased risk of breast cancer among women who 
lived neat highcunent power lines (see MWN, J/F83) and, in 
their 1987 follow-up paper, they showed that the smngest 
association was seen among women diagnosed before they 
reached the age of 55 (seeMWN, ND87). 

SeeWertheimerandL~eper'~pape~~:InterMti~M~Jo~m~ 
ofEpidemiology, 11, pp.345-355,1982, a n d h l s o f  theNew 
York Academy of Sciences, 502, pp.43-53,1987. 

Around the U.S.: Litigation & Regulation 

EMF Wrongful Death Suit Dropped 

On September 11 the mother of a teenage leukemia victim 
dismissed her wrongful death suit against the Clark County, 
WA. Public Utilities District (PUD). The suit, filed in June 
1990,alleged~texposureto&mmagneticfidds (EMFS) at 
home and at school was to blame for the 1987 death of Ariana 
Hightower, who hadbeen astudent at theCrestlineElementary 
School (see MWN, J/A90). 

Between 1982 and 1989, there were seven reported cases of 
cancer among Crestline students (seep.9). An investigation by 
the Southwest Washington Health District recently concluded 
that magnetic field levels at Cresttine were similar to those at 
other schools and were probably not to blame for the apparent 
cluster. 

Clark PUD General Counsel Wayne Nelson said that the 
dismissal "was vol untary... and presumably reflects their fmd- 
ings that electric and magnetic fields at Crestline School were 
not significant and were not the cause of the girl's leukemia." 

NJ Scraps 200 mG Limit, Opts for ALARA 
The New Jersey Commission on Radiation Protection has 

EMF-Prudent A voidance Meeting 
AworkshoponExplorin~ the EMFDilemma: Prudent 

Avoidnnce &PublicInvolvement will be held January 17- 
l8,199lattheDunfeySanMateoHotelinSan~.Ck 
NewsData Cop., the publisher of Clearing Up and Cali- 
fornia Energy Markets, two weekly regional utility and 
energy industry newsletters, is sponsoring the meeting. 
For more information, contact: NewsData Colp., ATI'N: 
Conference Coordinator, Box C900928, Queen Anne 
Station, Seattle, WA 98109, (206) 285-4848. 

dropped its proposal to set a200 mG magnetic fieldlimit at the 
edge of power line right-of-ways (ROWS), according to Dr. 
Fred Sterzer, the chairman of the commission's Non-Ionizing 
Radiation Advisory Committee (see M W ,  JlA90). Instead, 
Stemr toldMicrowave News, utilities willberequired to dem- 
onstrate to the state Depanment of Environmental Protection 
PEP) that field levels from any new transmission line will be 
"as low as reasonably achievable" (ALARA). 

Thecommission'snewpropsal willalsoprohibit thesiting 
of playgrounds under power lines, and willquire warnings to 
be posted at playgrounds that are already located under power 
lines. 

The proposalrequires all utilitiesplanningtobuildnewlines 
to getpermits from the DEP, which will consider design, siting 
and economics when applying the ALARA standard. S W  
gave the following example: If the line is planned near a 
playground,thefieldlevelswillhavetobe"very, very low,"but 
if it goes through an unpopulated area, there will be more 
leeway. 

The proposed 200 mG limit hadbeen criticized as too weak 
by somecitizens, whopointedtostudiesthatlinkadverse health 
effects with levels as low as 2 mG. The new proposal will 
probably be addressed at the commission's next meeting on 
October 18. 

NY Sets Interim 200 mG Sfandard 

The New York Public Service Commission (PSC) has 
formally adopted an interim magnetic field limit of 200 mG at 
the edge ofpower line ROWS. The interim standard, which was 
proposed in March, is based on the concept of prudent avoid- 
ance(seeMWN.M/A90).Originally,thePSChadsupportedthe 
recommendations of a staff task force which advocated a 100 
mG limit ( s e e m ,  WA88). Thenew 200 mG limitappliesat 
75 feet from new 345 kV lines, M) feet from new 230 kV lines 
and 50 feet from lines operating at lower voltages. 

- 
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HIGHLIGHTS 
The Talk 

"Wearcpanicipantsinoneofthegreatrevolutionsinthe his- 
tory of biology," Dr. Ross Adey' of the VA Hospital in Loma 
Linda, CA, told an ovefflow crowd at the symposium on the 
Interaction ofElectromagnetic FieldsIEMFs] wifhBiologica1 
Systems, organized as part of the triennial URSI meeting.* A 
week of meetings in Prague, Czechoslovakia, during the last 
week of August indicate that the revolution is thriving in 
Europ-perhnps more so than in the U.S. 
After reviewing the literature linking EMFs to cancer, 

Poland's Dr. Stanislaw Szmigielski concluded, "My personal 
opinionis thatthecancerriskissignificant-butitwilltaketwo- 
to-three years to resolve." Szmigielski is at the Center for 
Radiobiology and Radiation Safety in Warsaw. 

In an interview with MicrowaveNews, Szmigielski saidthat 
the data collection has been completed for his prospective epi- 
demiological study of Polish servicemen exposed to radiofre- 
quencyandmicrowave~Frw)radiationandthattheanalysis 
is now under way ( s e e m  J/F87 and JIA89). Because of the 
potentiaimilitaryimpEmtionsofthestudy,Szmigielskiindicated 
that he is not yet sure how the findings will be announced. "We 
will need permission to publish theresults," hesaid. "But ifit is 
denied, we will present them at conferences." 

In other news, Szmigielski is planning new experiments on 
the immunologicdl and carcinogenic effects of RF/MW mdin- 
tion using a new exposure system, designed and built by Dr. 
PiotrDebicki of the Department ofElectronicsand Microwave 
Techniques at the University Technical School in Gdansk, 
Poland.Thesystemwillallow thermalandsubthermalexposures 
at 2450 MHz with sinusoidai modulation. 

On the regulatory front, Szmigielski anticipates a major re- 
evaluationof Polish safety standards for exposures kom 50 I-Iz 
to 300GHz. Hepredictedthat, if theeffort is funded, work will 
begin in 1991 directed by Dr. Henrik-Richard Korniewicz, a 
physicistat thecentral InstituteofLaborProlection in Warsclw. 

Finland's Dr. Jukka Juutilaincn, ofKuopio University's De- 
partment of Environmental Sciences, reported that, as residen- 
01 magnetic fields rise above 1.3 mG, women are more l i l y  
losulferwly pregnancy loss,asmcasuredby changesin human 
chorionic gonadompin (HCG) in their urinothc technique is 
very sensitiveand can indicate clinically unrecognized miscar- 
riages. Womenexposedtomorethan 6.3 mG athome hadarate 

tA&y'sinvitedpaperappe81~inJ.B~~hAnders ed.,ModernRadio 
Science 1990. New York. NY: Oxford UniversiN Press. which was 
distributed at the conference and will be marketed by Oxford in 
January 1991. As atpastwnferences, areview ofnrentrescarchwas 
released in Pmye. See G. Hyde, ed., Review ofRndioScience 1987- 
1989, Brussels. Belgium: International Union of Radio Science 
(URSI), 1990. The volume includes a well-referenced chapter on 
"Biological Effect. of Elechnmngnetic Fields," edited by Dr. Maria 
Stuchly. It is available for $20.00 (including surface postage) fmm: 
URSI. 3 Avenue Cuculaire. B-1180 B~ssels. Belgium. 
* XXIIIGenerolAsse,nbly o/ll~eltuernarionol UnionofRodioScience 
( U R S I ) .  Prague. Czechoslovakia. August 28-Scpambcr 5.  1990. 

of Prague 
of early pregnancy loss five times greater than that of those 
living in homes with low magnetic fields. Thetrendofimcreasing 
risk with higher exposures was sl;ltistically significant 

More than half the women who participated in the study 
lived in apartment buildings and very few used electric heat, 
Juutilainensaidinaninte~ew. Hesaidthatitwasnotatallclear 
what the sources of the magnetic fields were but he speculated 
that household wiring may be partially responsible. 

Juutilainen cautioned that his study was limitedby thesmall 
numberofcas~~,butaddedthaf'Togetherwiththeexperimental 
findings suggesting effects of extremely low frequency 
magnetic fields on embryonic development, the new results 
encourage continued investigation of therelationship between 
ELF magnetic fields and pregnancy." (Juutilainen has also 
recently publishedan epidemiological study linking on-the-job 
exposures to cancer, see p.3.) 

Germany'sDr.UteBoikat, ascientificadvisoratthe~burg 
Department of Labor, Health and Social Affairs, reported that 
there is growing concern at the local and national levels over 
power l i e  EMFs. As a resuft, last year, Hamburg authorities 
advised that power i i  not be built near homes and that there 
be a 15-meter right-of-way ROW) on each side of 110 kV lines 

Also in 1989, the Federal Oftice of Radiation Protection in 
Salzgitter recommended an even larger ROW--60 meters on 
each side of 110 and 380 kV lines. Boikat stressed that this was 
not a regulation per se, but rather an exercise in "prudent 
avoidance." She noted that the 60-meterROW is controversial 
andthatutilitiesarech~ngitsscienlific basis. "My opinion 
is that the power companies are concerned over liability for 
future damages:' she said. 

Boikat also said that there is continuing German interest in 
studying the possible pregnancy risks associated with working 
withvideodisplay terminals (VDTs),but thatresearch hasbeen 
frustrated by the inability to secure funding. 

In aposter presentation, Drs. Ywi Dumansky and Mikhail 
ShandaiaoftheRepublican ScientifieHygienicCenterin Kiev, 
U.S.S.R.,reported thattherecommendedexposurelevelsfor50 
Hz electric fields are 0.5 kVlm inside homes and 1.0 kVlm in 
residential  andn no one should be allowed in areas where 
the levels exceed 20 kV/m. 

The closing session of the symposium promised details of 
RF/MW radiation occupational and public health standards in 
the U.S.S.R. and in China Unfonunately, Drs. Boris Savin of 
the Instituteof lndusuial HygieneandOccupational Diseases in 
Moscow. Li Ji-xi of Xidian University in Xi'an and Zongqun 
Zhaoandcoworkersof Beijing Medical University were unable 
to t~uend and thc session was canceled. 

Frmce'sDr. Bernard Veyret,oftheUniversity ofBordcaux, 
reported that interest in the European Bioelectromagnetics 
Association continues to grow and that its fmt scientific meet- 
ing will be held in Brussels, Belgium, in December 1991 (see 
MWN, W E 9  and NlD89). 
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Sweden Proposes Voluntary 
ELF Emission Limits for VDTs 
OnOctober4,theSwedishNationalBoardforMeasurement 

and Testing (Statens M2t och Provstyrelse, or MPR) recom- 
mended the first guidelines to limitemissionsof extremely low 
frequency @LF) electromagnetic fields @MFs) fmm video 
display terminals (VDTs). The board called for an ELF mag- 
netic field limit of 2.5 mG at 50 cm from aVDT. TheMPR also 
proposed an ELF electric field limit, as well as revised guide- 
lines for very low frequency electric and magnetic fields. 

'~ereisnotacompletecoll~e~l~~sin Swedenon thelimits," 
Lars-ErikPaulsson, of theSwedishNationalInstituteof Radia- 
tion Protection (NIRP), told Microwave News in a telephone 
interview. Paulsson is the chairman of the working goup that 
drafted the measurement and emission guidelines. He said that 
Swedish unions want a lower ELF limit-to be defmed by the 
minimum level that can be measured by the new protocol. 

In announcingthenewguidelines, theMPRstressedthatthe 
emission limits are voluntary as the board does not have the 
authority to regulate occupational health risks. Similarly, the 
testingofVDTemissionsisnotmandatory.TheMPRnotedthat 
the recommended limits are based on what is technically fea- 
sible to measureandon what is achievable "today or withii the 
near future." MPR's Merih Malmqvist told Microwave News 
that the guidelines are not based on health risks because "there 
are no proven biological reasons" for limiting VDTEMFs, ac- 
cording Lo Swedish experts. 

The MPR is issuing two different documents: a description 
of thetestmethodsanda"handbook" tohelppeopleinterpretthe 
test results. The emission guidelines are in the handbook and 
apply to all types of displays, not only those with cathode ray 
tubes. 

The dmftdococum werereleasedon October8, withcnm- 
mentsdueby October31.ThefinalguidelineswillbepubIished 
on December 1. The revised test methods will go into effect on 
January 1,1991. Paulsson said that he does not expect many 
changes in the fmal version because the key problem, the dis- 
agreement over themagnetic field limits, "cannotberesolved." 

For both ELF and VLF magnetic fields, the guidelines 
specify that measurements be taken in Uueeplanes: onearound 
the middle of the terminal, one25 cm above the center andone 
25cmbelow itIn all,48readingsarenowrequired(theprevious 
protocolcalled for 82).Thus,tocomply with the guidelines, the 
proposed magnetic field limits would have to be met around, 
above and below a VDT. 

The limit for VLF magnetic fields is now 0.25 mG (25 nT) 
average root mean square (rms), rather than the previous limit 
of 0.5 mG (50 nT) peak. 'The two limits are essentially the 
same:'Paulsson explained, since the magnetic field emissions 
limits are specified by average rms rather than peak levels. 

The guidelines recommendan ELFelectric fieldlimit of 25 
Vlm at 50 cm fmm the front of a terminal and a limit for VLF 
electric fields of 2.5 V/m at 50 cm from all sides of a VDT. 

I EPA To Study Maglev EMFs / 
The Environmental Protection Agency @PA) Vill 

investigate the electmmagnetic fields (EMFs) associated 
with magnetic levitation (maglev) trains for the Federal 
Raihuad Administration. 

Under an interagency agreement signed in August, 
EPA's Office of Radiation Programs will measure the 
electric and magnetic fields Wm the German Tramrapid 
system, as well as other maglev technologies. 

EPA is nlso charged with interpreting the measured 
EMFs in relation to potential adverse health effects and 
comparing them to U.S., German, Japanese and Swedish 
exposure standards and to standards set by national and 
international regulatory groups. 

The testprotocols now call for measuring themagnetic field 
(B) rather than the time late-ofchange of the magnetic field 
(dB/dt). The protocols for eleciroslatic fields remain the same. 

The former Swedish guidelines and testing protocols for 
VDT EMFs only covered VLF fields from 1 kHz to 400 kHz 
(seeMWN, S/088 and MLI89). Now, two frequency ranges are 
specifted: 5 &-2 kHz in the ELF band and 2 kHz-400 kHz in 
the VLF band 

Meanwhile, in the U.S., theinstitute of Electrical andElec- 
ironic Engineers' (TEEE) P-1140 Working Group has estab- 
lished an ad hac committee to develop a standard testing 
methodology for VDT ELF and VLFEMFs. In 1987, P-1140 
was charged with developing testing standards solely for VDT 
VLFEMFs. In 1989, its authority was extended to all t y p  of 
electronic equipment (see MWN, JIA87, MIA88 and W89). 

At an August 21 meeting, the group concluded that the 
stmng interestin VDT test methods and theexistence of Swed- 
ish guideIines justified devetoping VDTtest methods separate- 
ly, not only for VLF E m s ,  but for ELF EMFs as well. The 
working group does not, however, anticipate recommending 
emissions limits. 

Thead haccommittee, which heldits fmtmeetingin Cuper- 
tino, CA, on September 20 under the chairmanship of Stan 
Roberts of Apple Computer, is drafting a standard, which will 
be discussed at its next meeting on November 8. 

RonPetersen,aahairmanofP-1140,toldMicrowaveNews 
that he thinks that the IEEE testing protocols will closely re- 
sembleSweden's.Robertssaidthat,whilethecommitteeiscon- 
sidering adapting the Swedish protocols, it is looking at other 
testing methods as well. 

Copies of the Swedish test methods and the handbook will 
be available in English on December 1. The test methods will 
costapproximately 800SwedishKmna($145.00) outsideswe- 
den; the price of the handbook has not yet been set but will be 
approximately 400 Krona ($72.50). Order from: Merih Malm- 
qvist, National Board for Measurement and Testing, Box 878, 
S-50115 BOA. Sweden, (033) 16 55 53, Fax: (033) 10 13 92. 
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p m e n t  of Health Services, May 1990; and Melinda B m .  "Pa- 
thologist Suggesu; Montecito Had Cancer Cluster in 1950s." Santa 
BarbnraNews-Press. June 14.1990. 

Guilford, CT: Cancer on Meadow Street 
A number of residents of Meadow Street in Guilford, '3. have 

been afflicted with tumors (four brain tumors among them), birth 
defects, cysts or severe headaches, according to Paul Brodeur in the 
Julv 9New Yorker. Meadow Seeet, which has only ten houses, is the 
s i i o f  a high-voltage substation and power line; At an August 20 
oublic meetine. state Devament of Health Services (DHS) officials 
briefly displ$ed a resihential map of all Guilford residents who 
develoned brain tumors between 1968 and 1988. which they said. 
sbow&l no clustering amund thesubsration When the mop w G  made 
rnblic,howcvcr, itdidindicateanappventclusteringofcnncen along 
;he route of a power ~inc running nonh from the mbswtion (see p2). 
DHS epidemiologist Dr. Sandy GeschwindtoldMicrowmeNewsthat 
then-berofcaskis too smailto showarmecancerexcess.In 1989. -.-..-- ~~- ~- ~- ~ - 

George Comgan of Northeast Utilities took measurements at 48 
Meadow Street, the house directly m s s  the sneet from the substa- 
tion. and found backgroundlevels of 1 mG inside thebouse and5 mG 
besi&thcsubstntion.Measuremenu; of the wholestreetwere tnkenin 
July 1990revealing field levelsof3-36mG in h n t  of the houses (the 
hirhrcadine was foundnext to nriscr onopolc) and7-16 mG in fmnt 
of& subs~tion, Corrignn told~icrowa&~ews. See Paul Brodeur, 
"ArmolsofRndiation:CalamilyonMeadowStrcet,"TheNew Yorker. 
pp.38-72. July 9.1990. and JonathanBrinhan."MapRaises Doubts 
of Power Line Safety."New HavenRegister (CT), pp.15,21, October 
3,1990. 

Darrington, WA: Neighbor's Cluster Concern 
In a Danington, WA, neighborhood there have been at least 12 

cases of c m e r  in 19 homes locatednear two 230 kV power lines. 
accnrdine to Betsv Diedrick. a local resident-in the four houses u 

closesttod~clincs U~erewerecnscsof lcukcmin, lymphomas wdbrain 
tumors. An investigation by Dr. SamuclMilhm Jr.of the Washington 
swte Depment  of H d t h  did not reveal any systematic increase of 
wncer incidence in the area "It doesn't lwk like there's anylhing . - 

suspicious," he toldMicrowaveNews, noting that there werevarious 
~ofcancer,with~ouetypepredominating.HoweveDiedrick's 
survey didgenerate enoughconcemamong orhnresidentstocompel 
the Snohomish Public Utilities Dihict to relocate aplnnned substa- 
tionto anunpopulated area. SeeBill Diehich "Of Current Concern." 
Pacf~(magazineintheSundaySeattleTimandPosl-InteIlige~er). 
April 8,1990; the cover story features Diedrick's map of the cluster. 

Vancouver, WA: Crestline School 
Between 1982and 1989,thereweresevencasesofcancerreported 

among students who attended the Crestlime Elementmy School in 
Vancouver, WA, according to Dr. Karen Steingart of the Southwest 
Washington Health Dishict. Adjacent to the school's property are a 
12.5 kV dishibution line and a 115 kV transmission line. Steingat's 
investigation failed to unmver a muse for the cluster. She told 
Microwave News that measurements taken by the Clark Counly 
Public Utilities Dishict (PUD) showed thnt Crestline does not have 
significantly elevatedEMFlevelscompared withotherschools in the 
area. She also noted that there were four different types of cancer 
among the sevenchildren, and four of the seven had lived in the urea 
for less than one year prior to diagnosis. Last June, the mother of a 
former Crestline student who died of leukemia in 1987 filed a 
"wrongbl death" suit against the PUD, claiming that exposure to 

EMFs from power lines at home and at school and from a substation 
near her home caused her daughter's cancer. The suit has since been 
dropped (see p.5). 

RF/MW Radiation 
Griffiss AFB, NY: Childhood Leukemia 

In a letter to the editor in the November 23.1963 issue of The 
h e r .  Dr. Samuel Milham Jr. documented a cluster of acuteleukc- 
mia dirlls between 1948 wd 1960 among children in Rome, NY. 
Milham. whoisnow wilhthe WashinctonstakDmanmentof Hcallh. 
was unable to identify acommon fnc&r, altlloughilc"wns convinced 
there was a hugeexcess." he recently toldhlicrowaveNews. Milham 
firstbegan to &si&rapossible connection with RF/MWexposures 
after reading two studies by Drs. John Lesterand Dennis Moore in the 
Journal of Bioelec@icity (1, pp.59-76 and pp.77-82 1982), which 
showed higher rates of cancer among, respectively, people living on 
hills in thepath of radar signals and f i p l b  living in counties with nn 
air force base. "1 said 'Aha!' when 1 r e d  them." Milham continu& 
he recalled seeing a big s e e g i c  air command base with "huge 
rad ars... looming ova" the town: 'l wuld see thc radars around the 
town when1 was visitingpeople."Milhamsaid, however, that, at this 
pea a link between the cluster and the radars is 'pure conjecmre." 

Rutherford, NJ: Childhood Cancer 
In early 1978, a cluster of leukemia and Hodgkin's disease was 

identitied among children livinp: in Rutherford, NJ--many of whom 
attended llie ~ i e k e ~ o n t  ~ c h o o f ~ f  the potential causes ~onsidcred, 
two wcrcRFmdintionemitkrs: IheI'lTRFMW tcst facility inncurby 
Nutley and Clifton, nnd themany commercialradio bmadcast anten- 
m in the area The then National Bureau of Standards (NBS) 
measured the RF levels at the school inMay 1979 and the Environ- 
mend Protection Agency @PA) mcnsured them again in July and 
Aueust 198O.Thecauseof theclustawasneverdisu)vered. Seeletter ..-- ~~~ 

ofNBS's C.K.S. Miller toNew Jersey D e p m e n t  of Environn;cntal 
Protection. July 17. 1979: EPA's David Hawki ' s  letter to Con- 
gessman Andrew Maguire, February 6, 1980; and Jill Jonnes and 
Miclinel HOVL "Onc Stone Left Untumed in Rurlinford Cancer 
Inquiry,"~ek Jersey Monthly, pp.38-39, March 1979. 

Beaver Falls, NY: RF Sealers , 

In 1980.theNationd~tituu:forOccupntionalS~ety andHcdrl~ 
NOSH) investicated an alleged cluster of six cases of cmcer- 
k~cluding breast-and ovnrian~an- and lymphoma-among 20 
female RF heat sealer merators at the Beaverite Products plant in 

ing evldence in lhe scientiilc iteralure lo indicate lhat RF radialion 
causes cancer in humans and anim;lls." A NIOSH RF survey of llic 
plant foundelecvic andmagnetic field levels ashigh as 896 Vim and 
1.41 A h .  remectivcl~ (see nlso MIVN. J/F82). Indced, members of 
the s&ei team rep&d experiencing " h e k g  sensation in the 
forcnrms andlegs,"indicating that"exposedpersomel are absorbing 
signifcant amounts of RF energy." 

Ragenrille, OH: AT&T Workers 
In 1981,NfOSH couldnotidentify alinkbetweenaclusteroffive 

cases of c m e r  among seven AT&T long lines workers and one 
cleaning woman employed at a site in Ragerville. OH, and exposure 
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to MW radiution(seeMIVN. F81).ThcNIOSH team memurcdmnxi- 
mum leveLcofO.1 mW/mzat thesile, but there wassome uncenninty 
as to the actual exposures to RF/MW radiation. James Cole of fhk 
Communicaiions WorkersofAmuicaLocalNo.4354, whocalledfor 
~heinvestigntionm~inlruncdthatthecnuscofll~eclusmwmnsrocialed 
with the site: "I w e c t  there could still be n h m d  but we aren't 
sophisticated enou& t o m e m i t  or find it" 

Portland, OR: Cancer Excess 
Intheearlv 1980s. Drs. WilliamMortonand David Phillips of the 

Oregon ~ c a l &  ~ciences~nivcrsi t~ in Portlnnd reported asignificnnt 
ssociation between certain types ofcancn (including leukemia and 
breastcanccr)andRF/MW rudiatiahThcy obsavedthesvongest link 
withthcVHFbmd+54-88MI-lzand 176-216MHz.SccMononand 
Phillips, Radioemission Density and Cuncer Epidemiology in the 
PortlondMerropolitm&ea, areport to EPA. June 1983. For another 
Portland area cluster report. see Michael Daley ct al.. 'Community 
Fear of Non-Ionizing Radiation: A Field Investigation," IEZE 
Trm~tbmonBiomedicalEngineeriq,32,~.246-~8,Mmh1985. 
(See also MWN, JF82 and My82.) 

Lualualei, HI: Cancer and Navy Towers 
Between 1979 and 1985, children living within five miles of the 

U.S. Navy communications complex in Lualualei on Oahq HI, 
developedleukemiaatfourtimestheexpecledratc(seeMWN,M/J87). 
TheNavy measured the RF/MWlevels inside the Radio Tnx~mitter 
Facilitv (RTFl and at its border. On the basis of thosemensurements, , .  . 
the Navy concluded that,'Tl~ne is M reason to believe" that peuple 
livine outside thc RTF boundw are suffcrinc any dversu hiolocicd 
cff& from elecmmagnetic rkation ( ~ a v y s  imphasis). In 582. 
when the measurements were taken. the RTF bad one VLF antenna, 
one LF antenn~ and scveral HF antennas. Thcre were also a numbcr 
ofMW towe~.Concemoverll~ccluserconlinucstothisday:lheissue 
was raised at a sate hearing in June 1990. 

Honolulu, HI: Excess near Broadcast Towers 
In 1987. the Hawaii Deuamnent of Health rewrted that ~eople 

living neu radio and TV &adcast antennas in fionolulu h 2  "&- 
nificantly hicher" cancer rates than those livinr in other p a  of the 
city (s&M@N, W87) .  In the past, towas we& sited inhowntom 
residential meas to~resave thescenicheautvof thesmundinr hills. 
but in 1986. the Hanolulu City Council adopled n zoning rcgZation 
bnnincnew broadcast lowers in residentialand businessdiLricts(see 
MIvN,-N/D~~). A 1984 radiztionwey ofHonolulu by EPA anithe 
Fdcral Communications Commission found h e  hi&cst lcvclsof RF 
radiation ever measured in an urban inen ( s e e m ,  1ff85). 

Giants Sfadium, NJ: Football Players 
Between 1980 and 1986. four New York Giants football players 

were diagnosed with cancer. The Giants play in the New Jersey 
Meadowlands Sports Complex in East Ruthaford. where RF radia- 
tion residential exposures from 15 AM radio bmadcast antennas 
wirhineightmile~ofthecomplexan:amung thehighestinthecounlry 
(see MWN, N/D88). An epidemiological study of stadium workers 
(non-playas)failedtosupportalinktoRF, thoughafomalrepmthas 
yet to be released. See memorandum from Dr. Philip Landrigan, 
Meadowlands Sporrs Complex Cancer Investigation: Executive 
Summay, Mount Sinai School of Medicine, New Ymk, NY. July 
1989, and Eve Markowit& "Music Not Only Thing in the Air." The 
Record (NJ). May 6.1990. 

Thurso, Scotland: Leukemia near Dounreay 
A cluster of leukemia amone children livme onhills in the smnU 

lownofThuru, onthcnonhcm coat of ~cotl&cludescx~lanation. 
Inn IY88rewrt. the U.K.ComnitteeonMedica1 AswctsofRadintion 
in the ~ n v k n m e n t  (COMARE) wns unable to I& the cluster to 
radioactive emissions from thc Doumeay nucleincomplex, less than 
ten miles from T h m .  Halfway between T h m  and Doumeay is a 
U.S. Navv communications com~lex at Forswimilnr to the one in 
~ualuale( HI(atlel~).~es~ireca~sforaninvesrigntionofthepossible 
link between the cluster and the Forss station, COMARE has not 
punued this lend A new mdysis is expected w n .  See COMARE. 
Invesriimion or r l ~ e  Possible lncremcd Incidence o f l a u h m i a  in 
~oung?'eo~le near the ~ounreay Nuclear ~slabl& Caithness, 
Scotland, 1988. and Louis Slesin. 'Thurso & McFltiland: A Second 
Look at Two Childhwd Cancer Clustem," SCRAM (Edinburgh. 
Scotland). pp.13-16. FebruaryiMarch 1989. 

McFarland, CA: Childhood Cancer 
InMcFarlmdCA 13childrenhnvedwelo~cancersince1975. 

but state 11cnllh officials have been unable to &lamine why. Invcs- 
ti~ntions inlo pesticides as the potential cause of the clusterhave not 
identified an);thing to dislinyish this ngricultuml mmmtmity from 
ulher towns intl~earca(sccMIVN, Jff88). Indccd, nreportrelensedon 
May 10.1990 by the sratc Deparbnent of Health~&ices mncluded 
that the childhood cancerrntcs in Kern county-in which McFxland 
is lacate&-and in three neighboring count& "are not stulktically 
different thanrates seenelsewhen: inCalifomiaorinotherpatts of the 
UnitedStates." Whntmay setMcFarland apnrtis ahigh-powervoice 
ofAmericn~0A)shonwave~~~-10catedinn~Delan~- 
withnearly twomillionwattsintoraloucput, whichbmadcastsat9 and 
11 MHz. A number of experts and McFarland residents believe that 
the VOA station may play a role in rhe etiology of rhe cluster, the 
possibility of n syne~gy between toxic chemicals md RF radiaiionis 
alsobeingmnsidered~1989,EPAmeasloedRFlevelsinMcFarland 
and foundnothing unusual (see MWN, MIA89 and JIF90). 

Mount Sutro, CA: Childhood Cancer 
Between 1973 and 1985, children under the aee of 15 in San 

Francism's Noe and Eureka valleys developed c&n at twice the 
cxpectcd m e  (MIVN, MlA89). Thesearch for n cnuse hns centercdon 
MountSumtower,aradioandTVtower.andonrodionctiveandtoric 
cltemical emissions Gom anearby homiul. There arc five VHF and 
four UHF TV stations and four Fk r&o stations aansmitting h m  
Mount Sum tower. In December 1988, ennineerr Gom Hammett & 
Edison, a San Frmcisco consulling firm, found levels in the mgeof 
3-10 aW/cm2 ncar the base of the tower and 0 5  uWlcm2 with n 
max&umof 2 . 6 p ~ l m ~ i n ~ o e  a n d ~ u r e k a v a l l e ~ s . ' ~ r e c e n t s ~ ~ ~ ~  
by Dr. Steve Selvin at the Universily of California, Berkeley, indi- 
cated anunusual number of cancer cases in rhe area around the tower. 
'This is just a hintof apossible clustering. andnot avery gwdhint," 
SelvincautionedinanOclober199Ointerview withMicrmvaveNews. 
The state Deparbnent of Health Services will look into the cluster. 

Upper Cape Cod, MA: High Cancer Rates 
E l e v a t e d r n t e s a f ~ 8 n c e r - - p a r t i c u l ~ l y f u n g c ~ r ~ I e ~ ~  

have been documented among residents of five upper Cape Cod 
towns, according to an explorarory survey by the Massachusetts 
DepartmentoEPuhlic Health (see MWN. MIJ88). Researchm at the 
Boston University (BU) Schwl of Public Health arenearing the end 
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of a $500,000, two-year investigndonof aptentiid linkbetween the 
hieh cancer incidence and such environmental factors as hirh- and 
lohreqncncy radiation from the nearby PAVE PAWS razar and 
from pwerlmes. BU's Dr. Ann Aschengrau, one of the lead inves- 
tigators, toldMicrowaveNewsthatthey expectto issue theirreportthis 
December. 

University of Rochester, NY: NHL 
Thae have been at least 12 cases of non-Hodrkin's lymphomas - . . 

(NHLs) mong employees and students who worked or still work at 
the University of Rocliestcr's River Cmpus. Five of lhc cases arc 

EMP-Leukemia Lawsuit Settled fconrinuedfromp.1) 

alongwith codefendantLovelaceBiomedical andEnvironmen- 
talResearch Institute in Albuquerque, NM, used Strorn and the 
other Boeing EMF' workers as research subjects without their 
knowledge or consent The case against a thud codefendant, 
EG&G, was dismissed. 

Unlike many previous EMFsettlements, the Boeing agree- 
ment is a matter of public record. Part of the settlement with 
Lovelace remains confidential, however. 

Boeingdoes notadmitany liability.'%eitherthesuit nor the 
settlementhasanything todo withMr. Stmm'sleukemia,"Russ 
Young,aBoeingspokesman, toldMicrowaveNavs."Wehaven't 
seen any conclusivescientificevidencethatEMF'posesahealth 
hazard, but wecontinue totreat itwithgreatcare."However, he 
added that, "We readily acknowledge that there are still ques- 
tions about EMP health risks." 

Indeed, the leukemia causation issue would not have been 
directly addressed had thecasegoneto rialbecauseof the 1988 
denial of Strom's workers' compensation claim that EMP 
radiation caused his leukemia Although the claim was being 
appealed, the superior court judge ruled that the parties had to 
abide by the workers' compensation decision and could not 
introduce theissue. (Stmm ultimately dropped theclaim aspart 
of the settlement) 

Medical Program 

The Boeing medical program will provide up to ten years of 
free medical examinations for the 700 EMP workers. Partici- 
pation will be voluntary, although Young said that all EMP 
workers exposed to 5 kV/m or more are currently required to 
undergo medicat screening. In addition, Boeing A d  ~ovelace 
willconhibuteover$2W,000 tonmedical fundtobe usedby an 
independentmedica ladminis t ra tor toevalua teons  
and assist workers with any EMP-related concerns. 

All Boeing EMP workers, except for Strom, can still seek 
compensation for any illness or injury due to on-the-job EMF' 
exposures. 

Stmm,aBoeingemployeeforthepast29 years,workedwith 
EMPfrom 1983through 1985,testingitseffectsontheelecrical 
and electronic components of the MX Teacekeeper" missile. 
He worked inside a shielded room containing the EMP power 
supply and pulsm which, he said, were fued hundreds of times 

MICROWAVE NEWS SeptemberlOcrober I990 

amongpeople who worked at Latrimore Hnll.Nocause forthecluster 
has been idendfied, although some have pinted to the campus's 
1,OW-watt FM radio a n t a m  located 100 feet from Lattimore Hall 
(seeMWN,J/A9O).Dr. James Melius of theNew YorkDepamentof 
HeolthtoldMicrowaveNewsthaf "It's ashikingcluster."mdthat RF 
radiation is a "legitimate concern." A June 9, 1990 RF survey of 
Lnttimore Hull and nearbv buildines found M delectable levels. but 
themererusedinthes1~~~-Hol&~ ~nduslries ~1-300Z-w&ot 
sensitive e m o h  to detect levels in themicmwauranre. Formoreon 
thecluster; s e e ~ m y  Ellin Arch"~ysmycif  ~attimo&Hall."~imes- 
Union (Rochester. NY). May 21. 1990, and "Still Puzzling over 
Cancer 'Cluster,' "April 10,1990. 

Terms of the Settlement 
Listed below are the majorpointsofboth the Strom and 

the class action seltlements. 

I - Boeinp pavs Robert Stram $500.OW in cash and in an a u i t y  I 
far his isy. - Boeing sponsors a comprehensive medical program for the 
class of approximately 700 Boeing EMP workers that includes: 

1) Ten yws  of medical examinations-participation by 
workers is voluntary; 
2) A $200.000 fund from Boeing and Lovelace to mver 
expenses associated with the medical exams; 
3) The appointment of amedical adminishator. appmvedby 
both panics, to oversee the program. 

Stmmroleases Boeing from all claims, including his workers' 
compensation claim. - All of the other class members retain their right to seek 
compensation for injnries and illnesses related to occupational 
EMP exposures. 

a day. In 1985, at the age of 45, Smm was diagnosed with 
chronic myelogenous leukemia He continues to work for 
Boeing in its commercial avionics division. 

"I feel vindicated" Smm told Microwave News, butadded 
that he feels "somewhat bittersweet'' about the settlement "It 
would have been good to go to court and argue the health is- 
sues." Ifthesuit hadgone to niat, someof the counhy's leading 
EMF experts would have testified (see MWN, JIA90. Smm 
acknowledged that the niat might have taken years. 

Withat least $100,000 of the settlement money, Stmm and 
his wife Barbara plan to establish the Robert Carl Strom 
Foundation to "ensure that the public continues to learn about 
theteniblehazardsofele~magneti~~tion."Thefo~ndation 
will provide information to the general public through schools, 
unions andotherorganizations, sponsorsymposiaonEMFs and 
support legislation and EMF-related litigation. An inaugural 
reception honoring the Stroms will be held in Seattle on No- 
vember 8. It will be open to the public. 

The settlement paves the way for a host of future EMF- 
healtheffectslawsuits,according toWithey."We haveamassed 
significant medical and scientific evidence that E m s ,  hum 
powerlinesnearour schools andinourneighborhwdsandfrom 
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electrical and electronic prcducts like elechic blankets and 
VDTs, do cause biological effects, includimg leukemia, 
lymphomasandbrain tumors." Withey predictedthat,'Thereis 
going to be massive litigation." Bryant agreed, adding that, 
:'This case is only the beginning of out effoas to protect the 
public from these dangers." 

The Lovelace Connection 

During the discovery phase of the case, the Smms' legal 
team turned up a number of documents that revealed that both 
Boeing and Lovelace had long been aware of the potential 
health hazards of EMP exposures. For instance, in 1979, Dr. 
William Morgan, Bceing'schief ofradiation health protection, 
circulated a memo stating that there were indications thatEMP 
&tiondishubs"thewholechemidbalance withinthebody" 
(see MWN, S/088). 

Lovelacerewachers working on anEWbiceffectssurvey 
wereinformedby Boeingintheearly 1970softhreecasesofleu- 
kemia and lymphomas--and instances of other Mood abnor- 
malitiesamongapproximately 200 Boeing EMP technicians 
working at a Montana test site between 1-968 and 1972. Yet in 
its February 1977 report, Review of Occupational S$ety and 
HealthAspectsofEMPExpos~~e ,Lovelaceconcludedthat"...no 
adversehealth effects of [EMP] exposurehavebeen determined 
~omeithertherepeatedpbysicaleminationsperformedorthe 
personal observations of thenearly 600 individuals covered in 
thisreview."In 1988,Dr.SamuelMilham Jr.ofthe Washington 

Federal Agencies on EMFs (coainuedfromp.IJ 

state Depamnent of Health called for a national study of EMP 
workers after reviewine the same data (seeMWN. ND88). 

Strom charged in-court documeits filed in 1990 'that 
Lovelace's "manipulation, suppression and cover-up of the 
cancer incidence and potential adverse health effects of EMP 
ex posure..." led to Bceing's relaxation of its in-house EMP 
exposure standard. The standard was first set at 0.4 kV/m in 
1970,butrose to 1 kV/m and then to 5 kV/m over the next seven 
years.In 1977,the yearof theLovelacereprt'srelease,Boeing 
raised the standard to 50 kV/m (see MWN, JIA87). 

Over the past two years, the case has captured the attention 
ofthenationalmediaOnMarch 5,1989,CBS-TV's 60Minutes 
broadcast a segment with Mike Wallace on the Smms' claims 
( s e e m  ND88 and M/J89). An update aired on September 
2,1990. Although Wallacedid not make the leap from EMPto 
other EMF-related health risks, some have. For example, an 
editorial in the August 19, 1990 Seattle Post-lntelligencer 
declared that: "In addition to improving the lot of workers in 
Boeing plants, this case has helped focus public attention on a 
potentialhealthMthatasyetisl i t t leundas~by~ieu~ts 
and the medical profassio-the effect of exposure to e lecm 
magnetic fields on the human body. Disturbing-if as yet not 
definitive-findings in numerous studies suggest that much 
more is to beleamedabout IEEvIFs] before anyone can say with 
ceaainty that they do not harm humans." 

For information on the Saom Foundation and the inaugural 
reception, contact Michael Wirhey. Schmeter, Goldmnrk & Bender, 
810Third Ave., Suite500, Seattle. WA 98104, (206) 622-8003. 

as 2,000 animals and cost as much as $6-10 million, according 
toDr.Gary Boormanof theNational InstituteofEnvironrnental 
Health Sciences (NEHS). 

TheNTPinitiativeistheLugestgovemmentefforttodateto 
investigate EMF health effects. As one observer put it, 'The 
new attitudeatNIEHS isentirely appropriate. They havewoken 
up and smelled the coffee." The NTP coordinates research for 
the Department of Health and Human Services (of which 
NIEHS isapm),theFood andDrugAdministration~A)and 
the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health 

The draft protocol for the cancer study calls for exposing 
miceandratsofbothsexestomagneticfieldsof2OmG,2~mG, 
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2 G or 10 G over a period of two years. Boorman is also 
considering exposing one group of anhals to fields that nre 
switched on and off to gauge the impact of intermittent expo- 
sures. 

The first draft of the protocol had called for exposures at 2 
mG,but,ataSeptember 19publicmeetinginResearchTriangle 
Park NC, a number of expeas argued that2 mG was tea close 
to background levels. Thediscussion alsoconvincedthe NTP to 
double the number of animals per dose p u p  from 50 to 100. 
The f i  protocol is still under review, because, as Boorman 
pointedoutinatelephoneinterview,"Noonereally hows  what 
is best" TheNTP anticipates issuing a request forproposals by 
the end of January 1991, and the studies are expected to begin 
by next fall. 

Bwrman said that the NTP studies are being coordinated 
w i t h t h e ~ o o n g o i n g m a j o r a n i m ~ s t u d i e s o n e ~  
of CaliFomia at Los Angela, sponsored by the Electric Power 
ResearchInstitutepRI),andone at theuniversity of Quebec, 
sponsored by Health and Welfare Canada, Hydro Quebec and 
Ontario Hydro (see MWN, JIM9 and MD90). Heafth and 
WelfareCanadaalso hasasmaller,in-houseanimal study under 
wav. 

NIEHS is also planning to fund studies on mechanisms of 
EMFintenctions. Dr. ChrisSchonwalderofNIEHS'sDivision 
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ofF,xmural Research andTraining toldMicrowaveNewsthat 
he plans to issue a "program announcement" by the end of this 
winter. But, he added, 'We are ready to entertain applications 
now." Schonwalder said that NIEHS could fund three or four 
grants, each in the $120,000-150,000 range. 

Formore informntion, contact: Dr. Gay Bwrmq Chief, Chemi- 
cal Cnrcinogcnicity Branch, NIEHS. PO Box 12233. Research Tri- 
angle Park. NC 27709. (919) 541-3440; Dr. Chris Schonwalder. 
Chief, Scientific Pmgnms Branch at NIEHS, (919) 541-7634. 

EPA's Cancer Assessment and Research Agenda 

The second review dmft of the Environmental Protection 
Agency's @PA) Evaluation of thePofentia1 Carcinogenicity of 
ElecrronlogneticFicldris now scheduled to k releasedinearly 
Novcmkr (see AIIVN, MIJ90). EPA's Science Advisory Board 
(SAB) is assemhlingan expertpanel toreview thedocument- 
a meeting is tentatively scheduled for mid-January 1991. Dr. 
Genevieve Matanoski ofJohns Hopkins University's school of 
public health in Baltimore, MD, &I chair the SAB panel. 

On June 28, EPA gathered a panel of experts from outside 
the agency to review the cancer report To date, the agency has 
refused torelease thepanel's written comments,submittedafter 
the meeting. Dr. Roben McGaughy of EPA's Office of Health 
and Environmental Assessment (OHEA), the project manager 
for the report, told Microwave News that the comments will be 
released with the second review draft This external review 
draft, which will be available to the public, will incorporate the 
advice of the peer review panel. 

EPA is planning to re1easeaNationalResearchAgenda for 
HwnanExposuresto EMFsasacompanionreportto thecancer 
assessment It will address exposure assessments, biological 
effects and control technologies for EMFs in the 0-500 kHz 
frequency band. 

EPA's Dr. JoeElder, who is in chargeof writing theagenda, 
toldMicrowaveNe~vsthatitwillnotbelimitedtocancerbutwill 
also cover reproductive, developmental, immunological and 
nervous system effects. Elder stressed that the agenda will 
address research needs for all government agencies, not just 
EPA, as well as for private sector organizations, such as EPRI. 

For more information. contnct Dr. Robert McGnughy, OHEA 
(RD-689). EPA 401 M St. SW, Washington. DC 20460. (202)382- 
5898; Kathleen Conway. Science Advisory Board (A-IOlF), EPA 
401 M St., SW, Washington, DC 20460, (202) 382-2552; Dr. Joe 
Elder, Office of Health Research (MD-51), EPA. ResenrchTriangle 
P& NC 27711, (919) 541-2542. 

FDA and Electric Blankets 
On the morning of November 14, staffers from the FDA's 

Center for Devices and Radiologicai Health (CDRH) will host 
a seminar on ELF health risks with a special emphasis on 
elechic blankets. 

The FDA's interest in electric blankets--a marked change 
from last year, when the agency dismissed such concerns (see 
MWN, MlJ89)-waspromptedby 18 members of Congress. In 
a June 26 letter, fust adddrarsed to the U.S. Consumer Product 

Safety Commissionandlater totheFDA they urgedimmediate 
action to require a warning label on all elechic blankets to dis- 
courage their useby children andpregnnnt women andapublic 
serviceadvertisingcampaign to publicize the possible hnzards. 
The FDA has the legal authority to regulate "electronic prod- 
ucts" such as video display terminals (VDTs) and elechic bblan- 
kets. The members of the House of Representatives wrote that 
thefed~govemment"hasamoral&li~onon'U)wamthepblic. 

AmongthosesigningtheletterwereRep.GeorgeMiller (D- 
CA) andRep. PeterKostmayer @-PA), each of whom has held 
congressional hearings on power lineEMFs (see MWN, N/D87 
and M/A90, respectively). 

The seminar will be followed by ameeting of the CDRH's 
TechnicalElechonicProductRadiationSafetyStandardsCom- 
mittee(TEPRSSC). The safety ofelectric bhketsis  onTEPR- 
SSC's agenda for the afterncon of November 15, according to 
t h e c o m m i u e e ' s e x e c u t i v e ~ r a r y , M e n e U n d  
ofionizingandultravioletmdiationissueswillalsobediscussed. 

For more inEonnation, contact: Arlene Underdonk. Office of 
Standards and Regulations (HFZ-83). CDRH. 5600 Fishers Lone, 
Rockvii. MD 20857, (301) 443-3426. 

NIOSH Workshop for a National Research Strategy 

NIOSH will hold a scientific workshop in Cincinnati, OH, 
onJanuary30-31,1991 "to deve1opanationalrese;uchsmtegy 
on the health effects of elechomagnetic radiation on workers." 
At the meeting, the available data will be reviewed, gaps in 
knowledge will be identified and a research agenda will be 
discussed.The workshop, whichwillcoverEMFsbe10~ 1 kHz, 
willbeopen to the public, butattendance will be limited to 250. 

Philip Bierhaum, the directorofNIOSH'sDivision of Phys- 
ical ScienceandEngineering, who is organizing the work~h&~,  
told Microwave News that NIOSH D i t o r  Dr. Donald Millar 
hadcalledforthemeeting."Dr. MiUarwantstounderstandwhat 
NIOSH should be doing in this area," he said. There are 
indications that Milla x& prompted to study EMFs after a 
number of congressional inquiries were directed at NIOSH. 

For more information, contact Philip Bierbaum (R-2). Electro- 
magnetic Radiation Workshop, NIOSH, 4676 Columbia Parkway, 
Cincinnati. OH45226. (513) 841-4321. 

EMF Papers I A clipping service on non-ionizing radiation I 
Microwave News now offers EMF Papers. For only 
$100 per month you will receive packets twice a month 
containing the most recent literature on eleclxomagnetic 
fields,keeping youup-to-dateonall thenews in thenews. 
It's the perfect complement to your subscription to 
Microwave News. 

Subscribe today, or send $25 for a sample packet 
To order, call: (212) 517-2800. 
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UPDATES 
BlOL OGICAL EFFECTS 

Now in F'rimt..Two key papers, already much discussed in 
policydebates,havenowbeenpublishedinB~, 
.Vol.ll. No.2.1990: (1) The results of the Henhouse Project on 
the effects of weakPMFson developingchickembryoslhey 
were first presented in June 1988 (seeMWN. M/A88), and (2) 
The findings of Dr. KurtSalzingerandcoworkerson thealtered 
behavior of adult rats exposed painatally to ELF fields-this 
study was part of the New York State Power Lines Project in 
its~theproject's~ien~cad~pane1calledS~ger's 
results "dramatic" (see MWN, JJIA87) .... The results of a 1988 
study by Dr. W.Q. Shlrner and colleagues which found babies 
who died of sudden infant death syndmme (SIDS) to have de- 
pressed melatonin levels (seeMWN, S/088) were published in 
ForensicScienceInternational,45,pp. 171-180 1990. Stumer, 
the chief medical examiner for Rhode Island, along with Dr. 
RichardWurtmanandotherreswchersfromtheMassachusetts 
JnstituteofTechnology in Cambridge,found thatmeanmelato- 
nin concentrations in cerebrospinal fluid were si&~cantly 
lower in SIDS infants than in infants who had died of othercauses. 
Though pmsible reasons for the depressed melatonin levels were 
not discussed, thepapercomesat a time when moreand more 
reswch is pointing to nconnection betweenexposure to EMFs 
and altered pineal-melatonin rhythms (see MWN, Mn88 and JI 
A90). Stumer declined to comment on a possible Sink between 
SIDS and E m s ,  noting that, "We don't work in that area." 

EMP 

Army SaysNo toHealthEffectsStudy ... TheU.S.Army does 
not plan to study the health ofpersonnel who worked atitsEMP 
test facility in Woodbridge, VA, according to the August 31 
Potomac News, a F ' c i n c e W i  County, VA, newspaper. This 
comes despite prelim'mary findings by Dr. Samuel Milham Jr. 
of the Washington state Department of Health that Boeing 
employees who worked with EMP suffered leukemia and 
lymphomasat ten times theexpectedrate(seep.1 andMWN, Nl 
D88). The Army has also declined to look into potentialeffects 
on residents in the surrounding -nying requests from 
state and county officials-claiming that the responsibility lies 
with the state health department However, one sfate health 
official said that hedoes nothave the necessary staff for such a 
study. In April, the Potomac News featured a five-part inves- 
tigative series on the Army's record on EMP safety at the 
Wwdbridge facility (seeMWN, MLl90). The Army shut down 
the Wwdbridge EMP simulators in 1 9 8 k  part of a legal 
setflement-after 17 years of operation (see MWN. MLl88). 

LITIGATION 

SomeLegalAdvice ..." InjuriesfromNIERareclassicexamples 
of theresultsofalovealfairdedonin ignoranceoftherisks," 
writes B N C ~  DeBoskey in the August 1990 issue of Trial, the 
magazine of the Association of Trial Lawyers of America; he 

goes on to suggest that, "Creative plainlSfs' lawyers can help 
remedy thisalarmingsituation byrepresentingthevictimsof the 
electronic age." DeBoskey, of Silver & DeBoskey in Denver, 
CO, recently won an undisclosed sum in settling a case of RF 
radiation exposure. DeBoskey's two clientsclaimed that living 
next to an FM radio tower had caused one to develop non- 
Hodgkin's lymphomaand hadexposed theother toan increased 
risk of cancer (see MWN, St089 and MiJ90). DeBoskey be- 
lieves that indusey faces "serious punitive damage problems" 
from its long-standing knowledge of the potential hazards of 
NIER. Moreover, for those industries that have been "Funding 
research designed to show the absence of harm to workers 
or .... [that] havetaken&mativesteps topreventtheinstitution 
and enforcement of exposure limi ts.... potential liability is even 
geater." ...An articleintheColumbia JournalofEnvironmental 
Law, 15, No.2, pp.359-388, 1990, warns that the EMF health 
effects issue is here to stay. "As water and air pollution were to 
the 1970s. and hazardous waste and toxic chemicals to the 
1980s,elechomagneticfields will bean environmental issue of 
the 1990s:' writes law student John Weiss. 

MEDICAL APPLICA TlONS 

MRI Safety,.Drs. Emanuel Kanal and Frank Shellock, two 
physicians who have long been concerned with the possible 
risks associated with magnetic resonance imaging (MU), to- 
gether with Dr. Lalith Talagala have published a detailed 
review, "Safety Considerations in MR Imaging," in the Sep 
tember 1990 issue of R d o l o g y  (1 76, pp.593-606). Kanal and 
Talagah are at the Pittsburgh (PA) NMR Institute; Shellock is 
at the Cedars-Sinai Medical Center in Los Angeles, C k  Their 
paperincludes 1551eferences. Thelastmajorreview wasby Dr. 
Jerome Beers in MagneticResonance Imaging, 7 ,  pp.309-331, 
1989 (seeMWN, JlM9) .... SheUockalsopublishedareview last 
year: "Biological Effects and Safety Aspects of Magnetic 
ResonanceImaging~'Mag~ticResoll~~eQm1er~,5,pp243- 
261, 1989. See also his recent study, with two associates at 
Cedars-Sinai, "Heating of the Scrotum by High-Fieldstrength 
MR Imaging," American Journal of Roentgenology, 154, 
pp.1229-1232,June 1990 .... TheFDA'sDr. Whit Athey basalso 
been doingreswch on MW see "A Model of the Temperature 
Rise in the Head Due to Magnetic Resonance Imaging Proce- 
dures:'MagneticResoll~~einMedicine,9. pp.174-184,1989. 
During thesummer, the FDAreleased areport it commissioned 
kom Dr. J. Paaick Reilly on Peripheral Nerve and Cardiac 
Excitation by Time-VaryraryrngMagneticFieldr:A Comparisonof 
Thresholdr (No.MT90-100). Specifically, Reilly was asked to 
investigate the potential health risks from the on-and-off 
switchingof themagnetic fields usedin MRIs. Singlecopies are 
available h m  Athey at: Office of Science and Technology 
(HFL.l33),CDRH, 5600FishersLane,ROckville, MD 20857, 
(301)443-3840 .... Dr. Jeffrey Goldand coworkersattheComell 
Medical Center in New York City have published "Safety of 
Metallic Surgical Clips in Patients Undergoing High-Field 
Strength Magnetic Resonance Imaging" in Annals of Thoracic 
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Surgery,48,pp.643-645, 1989 .... AndagroupatBaylorCoUege 
of Medicine in Houston, TX, led by Dr. Naresh hasad, has 
found that "immuneresponse may beenhancedfollowingMR1 
exposure." See their abstract, "Delayed Tumor Onset FoUow- 
ing MR Imnging Exposure," presented at the 9th Annual Sci- 
entific Meeting of the Sociery of Magnetic Resonance in Medi- 
cine, held in New York City, August 18-24,1990. 

Hyperthermia Consensus ... In May 1989, an International 
ConsensusMeeting on Hyperthermia was held inTrento, Italy, 
to assess thecurrent status of hyperthermia for the treatment of 
cancer. The consensus statement, complete with copious ref- 
erences, appears in the International Journal of Hyperthennia, 
6. pp.837-877, SeptemberIOctober 1990. 

PEOPLE 

Dr. Howard Wachtel has taken a one-year sabbatical from the 
University of Colorado in Boulder to be a visiting scientist at 
EPRI. ~ a c h t e l  will be investigatingihenemlogicaleKectsof 
EMFs .... Dr. Den Lyle hasjoincdDr.MaysSwicurd'slabat the 
FDA's Center for Devices and Radiological Health. He will be 
continuing his studies on the effects of EMFs on calcium 
metabolism, which he was working on when he was a member 
of Dr. Ross Adey's research group at the VAHospital in Loma 
Linda, CA. Swicord told Microwave News that Lyle's ap- 
pointment "indicates a growing emphasis on ELF issues at the 
center." ... Dr. Jerome Beers has joined the Radiology Depart- 
ment at Columbia-Presbyterian Hospital in New York City. 

VDTs 

FDA ToTest VDTEMFs ... TheFDA'sCenter for Devicesand 
Radiological Health has announced that it will measure emis- 
sions of X-rays, ultrasound, VLF and ELF EMFs from televi- 
sion sets and VDTs at its Winchester, MA, lab-the first 
comprehensive government testing program since 1981 (see 
MWN. Mr81 and My81). The FDA began devising test proto- 
cols on October 1 and expects measurements to be completed 
within 18 months. The agency plans to evaluate more than 100 
TVs and VDTs .... With concern over possible health effects 
mounting, several magazines have attempted to do their own 
tests of ELF EMFs from VDTswith conflicting results. For 
example, in theDecember 12,1989PCMagazine, WinnRosch 
repo~ted fields of more than 60 mG 24 inches in frontof an NEC 
monitor--a much higher level than expected. Rosch next told 
readers of the February 1990 MacUser that they could expect 
similarly high EMFs from a Macintosh Plus. In conmt ,  
Macworldreportedmuch lower levels in its own measurements 
of ten Macintosh-compatible monitors as part of its July 1990 
specialreportonWTEMFs.Mmworldneverthelesscal1edthese 
levels"worrisome." U.S. News& WorldRepor~pnblishedread- 
ings taken from 30different monitorsin its September 10,1990 
issue. The magazineaveraged theresultsamong three different 
categories: VDTs, black-and-white PCs and color PCs (the 

distinctionbetweenaVDTandaPCisnotclear),andthoughthe 
levels were similar to those reported in Macworld, U.S. News 
concluded that they gave a "message of comfort." Infoworld is 
reportedly planning its own tests. 

US. Air Force Dismisses VDT EMF s..VDTradiation poses 
nohealth hazard,accordingtoanewreportfrom theUSAF.The 
repon concludes that, 'While research continues on low level 
ELF effects, results of studies so far have proven no link be- 
tween ELF and denimental effects on humans .... no reassign- 
ment of pregnant VDT workers is wnrmnted," and that, 'WO 
basis exists for recommending radiation control measures for 
VDTs." A copy of Ergonomics and Radialion Effects from 
Video Display Terminals and Workstations (AFOEHL Report 
90U43EH00542DXX) is available from: Occupational and 
Environmental Health Lnboratory, Human Systems Division, 
B m k s  AFB, TX 78235. 

Microwave Month ... October is "International Microwave 
Month," according to the Campbell Microwave Institute in 
Camden, M. The institute reports that its research shows that 
86% of children 6-17 years old useMW ovens and that "only" 
10% of children under the age of six use them. As for their 
mothers, most said that their kids liked using MW ovensG'a lot" 
and thatCconly 10% indicated that they were 'very concerned.' " 
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Try EMF Papers 
(see p.13) 

ton 
"9 

HAZARDOUS RADIO FREQUENCY ELECTROMAGNETIC RADIATION 
Evaluation, Control, Effects and Standards 
Course No. 588DC-January 16-18, 1991 in Washington, DC Fee: $940 

This short course examines the risk of m o s u r e  to intense RI: fields for humans. sensitive electronics eouioment. 

ELF MAGNETIC FIELD METER 
MFG. by COMBINOVA AB, SWEDEN 

* Meets Swedish requirements 
for accuracy. 

*Locates sources 5 to 2000 Hz. 
*Accurate, rugged, portable 
@ Programmable, stores 4000 measurements. 

ERGONOMICS, INC. , 

PO. BOX 9~ . S O L N H M I ~ N ,  PA 18966 . (2151 357-5124 1 FAX 12151 3 ~ 5 8 2  

. . 
ordn;incc dc\iccs, ;and fuuls I t  praidcs h n j k  ilndcnt;lnding of rile wjurccs of lU ciccrron~~gnctic fields, their tmn\: 
mission and inter~cthln mechn~sms , how to detect and qu~ntify the fiolds, nnd 11mv a, p r o t ~ . ~ ~  C ~ U I ~ I I I U I I ~  :~,~Ipcuplc 
fronl tlluir cffccts l l ~ e  prescl~t:~rion i> b;~icallgdc\cripri\~c, nitll rninin13l U K  of rn;~tl~cmnt~cs. tsnmplcsof1ctu.11 IU field 

MAGNETIC SCIENCES INTERNATIONAL 
Amounces a breakthrough in AC magnetic field measure- 
ment - the MSI-20 - an accurate and affordable digital 
Gaussmeter for measuring power-freq 
radiation. 
The MSI-20 combines a calibrated 
plug-in sensor - the MAG CHECK - 
with a high quality, fully functional 
digital multimeter. It provides 
direct readout in milligauss from 
the meter's display, with an 
accuracy of &3%. The MSI-20 
allows measurement from 

surveys, investigation ofpotcntial mrexposuie by humans, and typical pmhlem-solving methods are provided. 
Tile cuunc. should be c\pccnlly \ d u ~ b l e  to mcmhcrs of the medicdl elecuunics pmferiion, m;muDcturers of pon:~ble 

2nd hmd.held mdio equipment, md twrs oftcsr and induslri:~l elcctmnics equipment in ;~dditiun t,r n~;m;~gcn, scicntisLs. 

Safe VDTs with 0.0 milliGauss (magnetic radiation) as well as 
0.0 Volts/meter (elechic radiation) at 60 Hz and at VLF be- 
quencies. Used by U.S. C o n p s ,  U.S. EP.A, NY State & Yale 
Medical School. Magnetic radiation milliGauss meters to 
measure power lines, VDTs. TVs. CallGeorge Lechter at (8W) 
222-3W3 Or 617) 444=/7789 Or write for liternhne to Safe 
Computing, Inc., 368 HiUside Ave., Needham. MA 02194.The 
Snfe Monitor has been feamed on CNN, NBC and CBS. 

physicians, attornw, engineers, industrial hygienists, envimnmentaf specialists, securityand Im edorcement personnel, 
electronic systems planners, and equipment operators in gwemment, industw and academe who need a better working 

0.lmG. to 200,000 mG. in four 
ranges. 
Easily used by both pro- 
fessionals and consumers, 
the MSI-20 also includes a 
comprehensive handbook 
for surveying magnetic fi 
There's even a chapter on 
research findings concerning the apparent effects of 
magnetic on humans, 
At only $119.95, the MSI-20 costs less than half that of 
equivalent digita1 gaussmeters. 

To order, call 4151486-1024, 
o r  send $119.95 plus $4.00 for shipping & handling to: 
MSI, 2425B Channing, Ste. 489, Berkeley, CA 94704. 

. . 
knowledge of the topic. 

- 
Insmaom Dr. Bernhard E. Keiser and Dr. Zory R. Glaser 
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Wolpe To Oppose Power Line 
$7 Miiiion EMF Fund Sought in California 
No Meiatonin Effect in BPA Sheep Study 
Power Line Litigation in Georgia 
NCi Considers EMF initiative 
HE1 Scales Down Research Plans 
HEl's Record on Asbestos 
NEMA Literature Review 
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Microwaves Cause Persistent 
Eye Damage Below 4 W/Kg 

1 

U.S.-U.S.S.R. Epi Study Planned 

! 

Low-level,pulsedmicrowaveradiationcan causepersistent injury to the 
eye. Laboratory experiments with monkeys and clinical studies of acciden- 
tally exposed workers show that the eye's cone photorecepm can be dam- 
aged by weak radiation, according to Henry Kues of the Johns Hopkins 
University (JHU) Applied Physics Laboratory (APL) in Laurel, MD, and 
Jack Monahan of the Food and Drug Administmtion's (FDA) Center for 
Devices and Radiological Health in Rockville, MD. 

'This is the f i t  time we have primate resenrch data that parallel human 
exposure data," Kues told Microwave News. ''It is highly unlikely that the 
changes in cone vision are artifacts."Kues and Monahan are now setting up 
an epidemiological study of selected microwave-exposed military and civil- 
ian personnel in the Soviet Union to further test their findings. 

This summer, Kues and Monahan, accompanied by APL's Terry Pfen- 
ning, spent three weeks in theU.S.SX. meeting with Soviet scientist.s.'The 
negotiations look very promising," Monahan said on his return in late Sep 
tember. It is likely that researchers in Kiev, Odessa and St. Petersburg will 
work with the IHU-FDA team. 

"We arrived in Leningrad but it was St. Petersburg by the time we left," 
Monahan said, noting that the coup and its aftermath had not hampered their 

(continued on p.13) 

Congress Picks DOE To Lead 
Federal EMF Research 

TheU.S.Congress has assigned ihecoordinationof federal electm- 
magnetic field (EMF) health research to the Department of Energy 
@OE) so that "duplication of research efforts [will] be avoided." 

The DOE has scheduled a meeting for October 10-1 1 in Washing- 
ton,DC,todraftcontingency plans for acomprehensiveEMFresearch 
effortcovering basic science, mitigation and publiceducation, accord- 
ing to Dr. Imre Gyuk, who heads DOE'S EMF research program. 

For fiscal year 1992 (FY92). DOE'sEMFbudgetis$S million (see 
MWN.J/F91).Aswegotopress, Washington isabuzz with rumorsthat 
the W E  will soon have a substantially larger research budget. 

DOE'smandateisconlainedin ConferenceReport 102-177, which 
accompanied theFY92 appropriations bid for energy and water devel- 
opment, dated July 30. The bid was signed into law by President Bush 
on Auyst 17. 

III,,, I "  I Ill , 



ELF NEWS 
<< Power L .ine Talk B 

ThesteeringcommiueeoftheNationalEMFR~hPro~am 
(NERP) postponedits September 12meetinguntilOctober 16 
-17 (see MWN, JIA91). Three new members have joined the 
committee: James DuShaw of the International Brotherhood 
ofElectricalWorkers.Dr.MarkCooper of theConsumerFed- 
eration of America and Dr. Molly Coye, commissioner of the 
CaIiiorniaDepment of Health Services. With the addition of 
Coye,Californianowhas tworepresentativesonthepanel-Dr. 
CharlesImbrecht. whochairs thestate'sEnergy Commission, 
isalready amember .... TheNERPslaffhasidentifiedthreemore 
groups as prospective research adminismtors. Heal111 Re- 
search, Iuc., of Albany, NY, an independent organization that 
ran the New York Power Lines Project, the Public Health 
FoundationofWashington,DC, which was set up by the Ass* 
ciationof StnteandTemtorial HealthOLficers of McLean, VA, 
and the Southwest ResearchInstitute of San Antonio.TX, arc 
scheduled to make presentations at the October meeting. 

<<<< >>>> 
'The future lwks promising for a major breakthrough" in our 
understanding of EMFs and cancer, concluded Dr. Gilles 
Theriault of McGi  University inMontreal, Canada, in an ad- 
dress to the 8th InternationalSymposium on Epidemiology in 
OccupalionalHeaNh, held in Paris, France, on September 10- 
12. Th6riault called the spate of recent male breast cancer stud- 
ies "most intriguing" and asked, 'What about breast cancer in 
women?" In another presentation, Dr. Tore Tynes of the Can- 
cer Registry of Norway in Oslo reported a statistidly sign& 
cant 45% increase in leukemia among elechid workers who 
had been on the job at least ten years. There was essentially no 
excess of brain tumors among these workers, however. Tynes 
previously found an excess of male breast cancer among EMF- 
exposed workers (seeMWN, JJ/F91), but, in Paris, he noted that 
railway and @am drivers, who had the largest increase in breast 
cancer-a fourfold excess-are known to be shift workers, and 
tfierefore may have a b n o d  melatonin cycles. This could be 
part of the problem, he said. Tynes told Microwave News lhat he 
is also working on epidemiological studies of residentially and 
cccupatiodly exposed Norwegians. 

<<<< >> 
Universityof MarylandProfessorRobert Park'sopedarticle, 
"With Alarming Frequency," which appeared in theSeptember 
1 New York Times-and in the September 12 Evening Sun of 
Baltimore, MD, under the tille "America's Hysteria Over 
HealthRisks'%ontends thatitisa"~entist'sobti~tion totry 
toput the EMFI riskinpmperperspectiveforthepublic."Pd 
then writes thatpeopleconcemedabut EMFsshouldknowthat 
"from 1930to 1980theperwpitaconsumption ofelectric pow- 
erin theU.S. increasedtenfol&yel theincidenceofchildhwd 
leukemia ... showed no change." The anicle prompled TIE New 
Yorker's Paul Brodeur to chllllenge Park'sclaims in a leller to 
the Times. Brodeur cites National Cancer Institute statistics, 

detailed in a June 26 Times article, that show nearly an 11% 
increase in acute lymphccytic leukemia (ALL) and more than 
a 30% rise in brain cancer rates from 1973 to 1988 (seeMWN, 
JF91 and JlA91). ALL and brain cancer are, respectively, the 
fust and second most common types of childhood cancer, 
Brodeurnotes. In an angry lctter to the Evening Sun, Baltimore 
attorney Kieron Quinn also objccts to Park's piece, charging 
that he and other physicists whoshare his view are"intel1ectuaI 
successors to the physicists who established to their own 
satisfaction that the sun revolves around the eanh." Quinn is a 
member of E M R C E T a  group of lawyers working on EMF 
cases (see MWN, WA91). Neither response was published. 

<<u >>>> 
Rhode Island's Narragansett Electric Cn. has indefinitely 
postponedconsmction of a new 44-mile. 345 kV tmnsmission 
line. The decision had nothing to do with widcsprcad concern 
over potential EMF health effects from the line, or with last 
year'sEast Greenwich town council move to block theproject 
by placing a three-year moratorium on new lines above 60 kV, 
company spokesman Bud Moran told Microwave News. Ap- 
pealing the East Greenwich action last October, Narraganseu 
Elechic argued that the new 345 kV line "is needed to provide 
reliable electric se~ce ,"and that without it, western RhodeIs- 
land "will be at risk of significant service interruptions" (see 
MWN, ND90). The company now conlcnds lhet the line will 
probably not be necessary for at least another dccade. Mean- 
while,thefateoftwo 115kVlinesstillslaled 101~nthroughEast 
Greenwich rests with the state Supreme Cour~, which is sched- 
uledtomleonthelegalityofthe moratorium sometimethis win- 
ter. The nearby towns of Coventry and Foslcr followed East 
Greenwich's lead by passing moratoriums of their own, and a 
statewide ban on high voltage power lines was proposed during 
the 1991 legislativesession(seeMWN, J D l  and M/J91). Gov- 
ernorBruceSundlunsubsequenUy appoinledanEMFmkforce 
to evaluate the proposed ban (see MWN, J/A9 1). 

At EPRI: Sussman Replaces 
Sagan, Research Budget Up 

Dr.LeonardSagan has tumcdovcrthc managementof 
theElectricPowerResearchInstitute's(EPRI)EMFhealth 
studiesprogram to Dr. Stan Sussman. Sngan isnow asen- 
ior medical scientist in EPRI's environment division. 

"I will now be free to do things I l i e  bctlcr, such as 
wriringandspealdng-peopleneedinfomationonEMFs~ 
SagantoldMicrowaveNews'Thisisnotasignofachange 
inmy involvementwithEMFs," headdcd."I'mstill heavi- 
ly involved." 

EPRI's EMF budget will grow by $3 million to $10 
million in 1992, Sagan said. The new budget f i p  in- 
cludes the costs of administering the p r o m ,  however. 
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Consumers Union (CU) has testedeleclric blankets made by 
Sunbeam-HomeComfo~whichclaims thatit hasnowreduced 
their EMFs by approximnlely 95%. (Sunhm also makes 
electric blankets fur Montgomery Ward, J.C.Penney and Sear;, 
among others.) In the October issue of Consumer Reports, CU 
c o n f i s  that the magnetic fields have indeed been reduce&- 
no word about the elecmc fields, however. Nevertheless, CU 
still advises that "children and pregnant women avoid sleeping 
with electric blankets and heating pads." CU first issued this 
recommendationinNovember 1989 (see MWN, NID89 andMl 
190). 

Yetanothercancercl~~terhasbeenrepoaed(see~SK)90 
and W 1 ) .  In thevillage of Dalmally, Scotland, US., at least 
eight people have died of cancer in the last five years, according 
to reports in the British newspapers The Observer (July 21) and 
The Guardian (August 9). All the victims lived on two streets 
in the 36-home community, which is divided by a 275 kV 
transmissionline.Inaddition,thererepo&yhavebeenatleast 
twononfaMalcases of breastcancer and t l d e a t h s  from motor 
neuron disease. Local residents are fearful. Sconish Power, 
which owns the line, "insists that no linkbetween power lines 
and ill health has been substantiated." The Observer rewrted. 

Breast Cancer and EMS: Recent Papers 
No Consistent Link with Electric Blanket Use study had1ow"pwer"andcouldonly detectasignificanteffect 
Postrnenopausalwomen whousedelectricblanketsthmugh above a 2.1-fold risk. 

thenightonare~basisfortenyem hadaslightly increased The SUNY study included 382 women diagnosed with 
chanceofdevelopingbreastcancer,accordingtoanewstudyby breast cancer between 1987 and 1989 and 439 controls. See 
Dr. John Vena and colleagues at the State University of New John Venn et al., "Use of Electric Blankets and Risk of Post- 
York (SUNY), Buffalo. The 2536% increase was not s~&ti- menopausalBreast Cancer,"American Journal ofEpi&miblo- 
callvsimificant,however,andtheresearchwsobservedneither gy, 134, pp.180-185,1991. 
an~~&edriskhmgenerallon~termelectricblanketusen~r 
a dose-resoonse trend with years of blanket use. Demers Male Breast Cancer Study Published 

'~~hesdfmdings do not support the hypothesis that electric 
blanket use is associated with an increased risk for breast can- 
cer," the researchers concluded, but added that, '"Re slightly 
elevated estimate of risk for the most hquent electric blanket 
users and thepotential public healthsignificanceof electromag- 
netic field p m  exposure suggest that further inquiries be 
undertaken." 

"Our study was prompted by Dr. Richard Stevens's theory 
thatthehighratesoffemalebreastcancerinindustrializedcoun- 
tries are due to light-at-night or EMFs," Vena told Microwave 
News. Stevens, of BaueUe Pacific Noahwest Lab in Richland, 
WA, was the fusttosuggestthatbreast cancer may be linked to 
the effects of light and EMFs on the pineal gland's production 
of melatonin (see MWN, JJIF87, M/J88 and JIA90). 

In an interview, Stevens said that the Vena study was not a 
good test of hi hypothesis because the pineal gland'sexposure 
to EMFs from electric blankets is slight And according to Dr. 
Keith FIorig of Resomes for the Future in Washington, DC, 
'The field levels in the head when the current is on range from 
1 to 4 mG--depending on how far the blanket is pulled up." 

Theexposureofdifferentp;utsofihebody isa'kriticalissue 
that has to beresolved," Venaacknowledged, pointing out that 
the pineal effect is only one of a number of potential mecha- 
nisms, including direct cancerpromotion in breast tissue. 

In their paper, the SUNY researchers noted that the study 
was limited because of its focus on postmenopausal women, 
who experience relatively small variations in eslrogen levels. 
"Premenopausal women might be a better test of what is actu- 
ally happening:'Venasaidinaninterview,adding,"WepIanto 
investigate that group." The researchers also wrote that the 
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Researchersat theU~versityofWashingtonandattheFred 
Hutchinson Cancer Research Center, both in Seattle, have 
published their study showing thatelectricians, telephone line- 
men andelectric power workers hadsix times theexpectedrate 
of male breast cancer, a statistically significant fmding (see 
MWN, JIA!X).Forradio andcommu~cations workers, the risk 
was almost tripled; and for workers with presumed EMF expo- 
sure,theriskincreased80%, which isofonly borderlinestatisti- 
cal significance. 

'These results lend support to the theory that EMFs] may 
be related to breast cancer in men. The hypothesis warrants 
evaluationin women,"conclndedDr.PaulDemersandcowork- 
ers. Male and female breast cancer may be the same disease, 
they noted,hu~'%eimplicationsofthisstudy for breastcancer 
in womenareuncertainandaredependentuponthecarcinogen- 
ic mechanisms involved." 

They foundthat therisk was highest4 statistically signif- 
icant, more-than-threefold increaseamong those who were 
fust exposed before age 30 and at least 30 years prior to diag- 
nosis. In certain occupations. the risks were twice as high. The 
researchers did notobservea significant wendof increasingrisk 
with increasing length of employment 

The team studied227 workers diagnosedbetween 1983and 
1987 and 300con~ls.  Exposures werecafegorizedby occupa- 
tion. Since Demers frst reporlcd his results in June 1990, two 
otherresearch teams havepublishedfmdings of an association 
between EMF occupational exposures and male breast cancer 
(see MWN, JJF91 and MIA91). See Paul Demers etal., "Occu- 
pationalExposurem E W s ]  andBreast CancerinMenFAmer- 
ican Journal of Epi&m.ology, 134, pp.340-347,1991. 



ELF NEWS 
Low Breast Cancer Risk Among Blind Women the fmdings of the Waiheimer-Leeper and Savifz studies. will 

appear in theNovember 1,1991 issue of the American Journal 
theCentasforDiseaseControl(CDC) ofEpi&miology. TheEMFcommunity hasbeen waiting forthe i n A t l m m , G 4 h a s f o u n d t h a t ~ r o f o u n a ~ b l i n d w o  paper since U s e s  D~. john peters announced prelimiw the expected rate of breast cancer as compared IO controls with 

at latsomevision.Theeffectdiminishedsubs~~y~~in- resulrs last February at an Elecnic Power Research Institute 

creasing age. (EPRI) woikshop (see MWN, JJF91 and M/A91). 
As originally reporled, the USC team found a statistically 

Thisfindinga~~earsmsu~ntheim~ortantmleoflightin significant 115% increased risk of leukemia asmi- 
suppressing melatonin andincreasing theriskof breastcancer. ated with highcurrent wirecodes, but did not observe aconsis- 
See '?IUfound Blindness theInci- tently elevated risk with %-hour or  spot magnetic field m a -  
dence of Breast Cancer:'Epidemiology, 2, pp.208-210,1991. smments, ma w nocancerriskassociatcd with ma& 

USC EMF-Childhood Leukemia el"'c'"'d". The paper provides more details on the team's fmdings of 
Study Due in November statistically significant associations between leukemia and the 

useof c e d n  household a o n l i i m :  a49% i n m e d r i s k  fmm 
The University of Southern California (USC) elecmmag- useofblack-and-white+sS(there wasno- 

netic field @M+childh& leukemia study, which suppoas a 182% increased risk associated with elecnic hair dryer use. 

Epidemiology in Print 
Ateam attheUniversityofSoulhemCalifornia Los Angeh, has other hand, is them any justification for complacency." The third 

published a study showing that men working for more thm ten papaisahriefoverviewofstudiesofthebioeffectsofextlemelylow 
yearsinjohsinvolvinglowfrequencyEMFexposureshadatenfold frequencyEMFs,radiok~encyandmi~~~waveradiat ion~ 
in& risk of developing asmcytomas, a ststistically signifi- icmagneticfields. Dr. R.D. Saunders and coworkers conclude thar. 
cant finding. Drs. Wendy Mack, Susan Preston-Martin and John "Thepossibilityofahealthriskcannotbeignoredandshouldbefin- 
Peters o h w e d  asignificantmdof greatertumorriskwithlonger therinvestigated.Ifthere~~esucheffects, then theevidencesuggests 
employment. "Ourresults mnOm the f d i n g s  of apositive asso- that they are subtle and may well be masked by normal biological 
ciation between employment in jobs involving presumed [EMF] vnriation"See J.A. Dennis. C.R. Muirhead and J.R. Ennis,"Epide- 
exposwe and brain tumorrisk.... These results indicate that W F ]  miologicnl Studies of Exposures to @MFs]: I. General Health and 
exposure may be an important factor in the etiology of asmcyto- BirthOutcome;1I.Cancer."Jow~lofRodiologicalProfecfi~t, II ,  
mn," they conclude. Reston-Martin fitreported these fmdings at pp.3-12 13-25.1991, and R.D. Saunders, ZJ. Sienkiewicz and C.I. 
theNwemba 1990 Depment  of Energy contractors review (see Kowalczuk. "Biological Effects of W F s ]  and Radiation." ibid, 
MWN,N/D90).ThiEshldy wasoriginally partofalxgerprojecton pp.27-42,1991. 
riskfactorsforbraintum0rs(seeMWN.M1A90)'SeeWendy Mack In areview of residential EMF studies. Dr. Sol Michaelson of the SusanReston-Msrtinand JOImPeterscasCas'As~~maRiskRelated University of Rochester. NY. concludes that. "Ingencnl, therepons J o b E ~ s u r e m  ~sl."BioeIecbmgneriw12*p57-66.1991. to datedo not support a def i fe  cause/effect retation between expo- . Children of Scottish women who worked at elechical jobs were surcof individuals to 60 Hzelechicor magnetic fields and therela- 
50% more likely to be horn prematurely and/or with a low birth- tiveriskofcontrauing teukemiaorolherfomofcancrr."SeeSolMi- 
weight, acmrding to agmupof FrenchandU.K.researchersledby ch~kon."HouseholdMagneticFie1ds andChildhoodLeukemic A 
Dr. Silvia Sanjose of theICRF Cancer Epidemiology Unit in Ox- Critical Analysis:' Pediafrics. 88, pp.630-635. September 1991. 
fo~Amongtheel=aicalwo*m.el=mnics*hadthehigh- . In a survey of epidemiological EMFcnncer shldies, Gills 
est risk-a 74% greater chancs-of delivering premature babies maultofMcCill  University in Monvcal, new a n t V o r b a h i e s w i t h 1 o w b i r t h w e i g h t s . T h e o ~ s  occupational expasure Using an IREQ dosimeler. 

weremetalandleafher workers'Thegmup andcoworkers found that gcneralingststionopentors hadthehigh- asimilarriskamongthechildrenwhosefarhers wereelechical wor- estmeanexposurestohighfrqUency umients(7965panspermil- 
kers. See Sank'se, Eve Roman and "laic "Low lion),splicershdthehighestmcanexposurestoma~eticfields(21 BirthweightandPretm Delivery, Scotland, 1981-1984: Effect of mG) and linemen had the highestmean exposures to electric fields 
parents'   ati ion:  he h a d  338. ~'428-431. ~ u g u s t  17. (419 V,m). EMF-exposed utility non-utility 
1991. workers.Th&adtnotesthattheutility workershad65 limes greater 
Tlneerecentpapen by researchers at the U.K's National Radio- exposurc to transients, 8.1 times higher average magnetic field ex- 
logical Protection B o d  (NRPB) m e y  the current EMF bioef- posures and7.6timcshigherelectric fieldexposures(sseMWN,M/ 
fects literature. On epidemiological studies of general health and A89)--aU were statistically significant ntthepsO.001 level. Th&- 
reproduction, Dr. J . k  Damis and colleagues conclude that "the aultpomtsoutthattheavailabilityoftheIREQdosimeter,developod 
bulk of theevidencesuggests that them nreno effects at exposures by Hydro-Qu&bec andmarketed by PosimnIndushies (see MWN. 
below thelimits advisedby NRPB and [heIntemationalRadiation JkPO)."opensanew fieldofresearch to fest thehypothesis of arela- 
hotectionAssociation]."Inasmndpapaoncwcerstudis,they tionship between EMFs and cancer in envimnmental as well as in 
note that the evidence "is not sufficient to justify an excessive occupational settings." SeeGilles Th&riault. "Cancer Risks Due to 
concern about magnetic field levels in the U.K. from domestic Exposure to [EMFs]." Recenr Rerrrlfs in Cancer Research. IZO, 
wiring. elechical appliances. power lines, etc.. butneither, on the pp.166-180, 1990. 
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There was a600% increased risk from useof electric blankets, 
but it was not signir~cant due to the small number of cases. 

The finding of an association with wire codes but not with 
direct measurements"suggests two fundamentally different in- 
terpretations," according to the USC team: Fit, there is a true 
link betweenEMFs andchildhoodleukemia which was not ob- 
served becauseof measurement errors or because of the failure 
tomeasmthebiologicallyrelevantfieldparamOrsecond, 
there is no true association and the wire code link is spurious. 

With regmi to the possibility of an unknown confounder 
bemg responsible for the wire code association, theUSC team 
noted that themissiigvariable would havetobe"strong1y asso- 
ciated withriskorexmmely tightly correlated with wiringcon- 
figurationclassif~~tiontohaveproducedtheoddsratios"inthis 
and other studies. 

The team investigated 232 cases of leukemia among chii- 
dren age 10 and under between the years 1980 and 1987 and 
matched them with an equal number of controls. Further anal- 
ysisofthedatlisunderway.Theresearchersplanfuturepapers. 

USC'sDr. StephanieLondonistheleadaulhorof thestudy, 
'%xposuretoResidentialElecuicandMagneticFieldsandRisk 
of Childhood Leukemia." It was funded by EPRI. 

Congress A wards NAS-NRC 
$600,000 for ELF Health Review 

TheU.S. Congresshas appropriated$600,000foraNational 
Academy ofSciences(NAS)-NationalResearch Council (NRC) 
review ofthepossiblehealtheffectsfromexposuretoextremely 
lowli'equency ~eleciromagneticf ields (EMFs).Theproject 
is scheduled to begin in early 1992 and is expected to take more 
than two years to complete. 

AnNRCpanel willinitiallyconductashort feasibility study 
todeternine whether thereisin factanecdforafull-scaleeffort, 
Dennis Mahlum, the project officer for NAS-NRC's Board on 
Radiation Effects Research, told Microwave News. In a tele- 
phone interview from his office in Washington, DC, Mahlum 
said that theprojectwill focuson thecarcinogenic, reproductive 
and behavioral effects of ELF EMFs, but will also include re- 
searchat other frequencies, whereappropriate. No panel mem- 
bers have yet been appointed. 

The final study plan is stillin preparation; whcncompleted, 
it willbe submitted to theDepartment of Energy (DOE), which 
will serve as the conduit for the he0,M)O. The fmal product is 
likely tobeanELFEMFresearchagenda,Mahlumsaid. InJuly, 
the Envimnmenlal Protection Agency @PA) released its own 
research strategy document (seeMWiV, JIA91). 

Congress set aside the funding for theNAS-NRC review in 
the appropriations b i i  for energy and water development for 
f d  year 1992, Public Law 102-101, which President Bush 
signed on Auyst  17. In addition, the joint HouseScnate con- 
ferfflcereportaccompanyingthelaw desiptestheDOEasthe 
lead federal agency for EMF research (see p.1). 

Rep. Joseph McDade (R-PA), the topranking Republican 
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on the House of Representatives' Appropriations Committee. 
addcdtheNRCproject tothebii. Hisdishict includesScranton, 
PA, where residents fear that a Wsmission line may be re- 
sponsible for a cluster of cancer cases ( s e e m  J B  1 and M/ 
J91). 

In a February 21 letter to NAS President Dr. Frank Press, 
McDade asked the NAS-NRC to underlake "an independent 
evaluation"ofEMFs and health. On March 8,Pressresponded 
that the NAS-NRC staff was "enthusiastic" about doing the 
study. "As now envisioned," Press wrote, "a committee of a p  
proximately 15expeIts,representingabmdrangeofexpe&, 
would perform the study." He estimated that the study would 
take 24-30 months at a cost of approximately $600,000. 

Earlier this year, the NRC circulated aproposal among fed- 
enl agencies for a study of EMFs from video display terminals 
(VDTs) but was unable to attract support (seeMWN. M/A91). 
TheNAS-NRC hasanongoingreviewofthepotential healthef- 
fects of very low frequency (VLF) radiation from the U.S. Air 
Force's Ground Wave Emergency Network (GWEN) (see 
MWN. W 9 0  and NP90). 

There now are four federally supported reviews of EMF 
health effects in progress. In addition to the two NAS-NRC 
projects. EPA is continuing its assessment of EMFcancerrisks 
(see p.12) and the Committee on Interagency Radiation Re- 
search and Policy Coordination (CIRRPC) is doinn its own re- 
view in association with the ~ a k ~ i d g e ~ d i a t e d ~ n i v e r s i t i e s  
(seep.12). TheHealth Effects Instituteis conductinna feasibii- 
ity study,pa~Uy withEPAfundig,forapossible~~resaarch 
program (seeMWN, WA91, W 1 ,  JIA91 and p.8). 

On September 11,Rep. Joe Kolter @-PA) inir0ducedH.R. 
3293, which would authorize the NAS to undertake an EMF 
research review. The b i i  was moot upon inhoduction. 

Other Congressional Action 
MichiganSenatorsDanaldRiegleandCarlLevin, bothDemo- 
crav;, havejointly inh.oducedabii which wouldallot$2miUion 
to study stray voltage from electrical power tnnsmbion sys- 
tems.TheUeceiwlTmmissionResearchActof1991.S.1~5, 
would require the DOE to direct the NAS to conduct an addi- 
tional two-year investigation into "the sources of, the damages 
mused by and the possible means ofpreventing" stray voltage. 
The b i i  would start research on stray voltage exposure mitiga- 
tion "before the biological scientific studies are completed," 
accordiigtoRiegle, whoadded that,"Ifwedonotbegintosolve 
these problems soon, it will be 15 years before those who live 
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near power lines can sleep peacefully knowing they are not 
suffering any ill health effects fromthelinesabovetheir heads." 
The legislation has been assigned to the Senate Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources. 
Aplan  by SenatorFrankLautenberg(D-NJ) tointmduceabill 
that would provide $45 million over f o u  years for power fre- 
quencyEMFresearch,fmtflmtedinJune,hasbeenputonhold. 
In August, Lautenberg spokesman Steven Schlein told Micro- 
wave News that attempts to draft the legislation failed and that 
there may never be a bid. EMFlegislatioa is not apriority item 
for the senator, he conceded. 
Rep.  Frankpallone's (D-NJ) legislation to provide$34 million 
overfiveyearstothe~EforEMFresearchwillnotmnkeitout 
of the House ofRepresentatives' Committee on Science, Space 
and Technology this year. In May, the committee authorized 
$22 million for EMF research by EPA for fiscal year 1992- 
$1.5 million of which was to be used to support a jointpublic- 
privateresearchinitiative(seeMWN.Mn91).Aswegotopress. 
Congrass has not yet completed work on the EPA appropria- 
tions bii. 

Michigan Hearing Spurs 
congressman TO oppose Line 

Michigan Rep. Howard Wolpe (D) has asked Consumers 
Power Co. (CPC) of Jackson, MI, to suspend construction of a 
conlroversial 115-mile, 345 kV transmission line, citing con- 
cerns about eleclromagnetic field (EMFj exposures. In an Au- 
gust 13 leuer, Wolpe urgedthe utility to"announce a moratori- 
um on this project" 

Wolpeis thechairmanoftheHouseCommiueeon Science, 
Space and Technology's Subcommittee on Investigations and 
Oversight, which held a hearing on Auyst  6 in BaUe Creek, 
MI, on the power line and EMFs. 

"It is clear that exposure to E m s ]  poses apotentialriskof 
adverse health effects:' Wolpe wrote to CPC Chairman Wi- 
liam McCormick,adding that,"It isincumbent upon [C PC]...to 
demonstrate that it has taken all prudent actions to avoid un- 
necessary public exposure" to EMFs. He also wmte that the 
testimony presented at the hexing "raised serious questions" 
about the need for the line and he criticized the utility for not 
considering "cost-effective alternatives." 

CPC's McCormick responded in a September 6 letter that 
the utility has taken numerous steps to ensure that EMFs from 
the line are not hazardous. "Despite the lack of any delinitive 
evidenceof healthproblemscaused by EMFs], weincorporat- 
eda design thatwouldpmduceanEMFlevelat theboundary of 
the transmission l i e  right-of-way that is ten times lower than 
the most rigorous current safety standard adopted by any state 
in theU.S.," he wrote, though hedidnotidentify specific levels. 
He added that, should the sfate of Michigan or the feded gov- 
ernment set smcter standards, CPC will comply wilh them. 
McCormick also said that continuing growth in elechicity de- 
mand makes the line necessary. 

In his letter to CPC, Woloe also omohrased Dr. Leonard 

Sagan of the Electric Power Research Institute (EPRJ), a wit- 
ness attheheming, as'kgudgingly" agreeingthat"it wwldbe 
prudent to avoid potential health risks" associated wilh new 
lines if electricity demand could othemise be met at a lower 
cost Sagan respanded angily in an interview with TheEnergy 
Daily (August 22). a Washington, DC, newsletter. stating that, 
"My scientific reputation is W i g  used to funher someone's 
politicalaim."Hesaid that hedoes notknowthespecificsofthe 
proposed line and that Wolpe had misrepresented his com- 
ments. He told the panel that "the evidence [on EMFs and 
health] is inconclusive, but deserves further research." 

In addition to Sagan, others testifying at the hearing includ- 
ed: Dr. WilliFarlandof theEnvironmenralProtection Agen- 
cy (EPA); Dr. AbrahamLiboffofOaMandUniversity,Roches- 
ter, MI. Michael Morris of CPC; State Reps. Michael Nye and 
Glenn Oxender, both Republicans; and Cathy Smith of Mich- 
igan Residents Against Giant Electric (Michigan RAGE). 

Liboff summarized hi research on EMFeffects and told the 
subcommittee that he believes that extremely low frequency 
(ELF) EMFs pose"a hazard to humans." He urged that univer- 
sities be given a more substantial role in EMF research. "The 
future of the research on ELF effects on health will be most 
efficiently accomplished using traditional competitive univer- 
sity science seltings-laboratories, graduate students and free- 
dom from political interference," Liboff said in his prepared 
statement 

CPC'sMichaelMorrissaidthattheutilitymutedthe345kV 
lineusingUan ultraconservativeapproach thatisheadandshoul- 
dersbetterthanall existing EMFI standards,so thatany impact 
will be minimal." 

Cathy Smith testified that there is no need for the line. She 
and Alan Bank, a Lansing attorney representing Michigan 
RAGE, argued that CPC falsely contends that h e  demand for 
eteclricity will outgrow current transmission and distribution 
capacity. The Michigan Municipal Cooperative Group Utili- 
ties, made up of municipally owned and cooperative elechic 
ulitities, backed RAGE'S argument that the line is not needed. 

The 345 kV CPC line is slated to run from Battle Creek, MI, 
to Akron, IN (see MWN, Mn91). 

California Legislature Approves 
$7 Million EMF Fund 

A bill to establish an electromagnetic field (EMF) research 
and education fund of up to $7 million has passed both houses 
of the California legislature and is awaiting Governor Pete Wil- 
son's signature. 

Thelegislation, SB920, wasspansoredby SenatorHerschel 
Rosenthal, chairman of the SenateEnergy and Public Utilities 
Cornmiltee. On September 12, in a 54-24 vote, theGeneral As- 
sembly sent the bii to the Senate floor, where it was approved 
31-0 the next day. 

If it becomes law, the mensure willrequirecaliforniaetec- 
tric utilities to finance the EMF study fund through a onetime 
fee; an "ur.cencv" omvision will immediatelv send $4.390.000 
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to the state Public Utilities Commission (T'UC) and the Depart- ten sheep penned away from the line. The sheep under the line 
ment of Health Services @HS) for a two-year EMF initiative; were exposed to magnetic fields mging from 15-60 mG and 
and the rest of the fund will be allowted by the legislature for elecvic fields of 4.5-75 kV/m. while the conlrol p u p  was 
follow-up research. 

The California effort is intended to complement the joint 
publioprivateNationa1 EMFResearch Program (see MWN, JI 
A91 and p.2), and has widespread support among utilities as 
well as among laborandenvironmental groups. Michael Shapi- 
ro,aRosenthalaide, toldMicrowaveNews. 'Toneof themajor 
players among California utilities has voiced opposition to the 
bii:' Jack Sahl of Southern California Edison said in a telc- 
phoneintemiew, adding that state utilities do not want "to wait 
around for other entities" to implement EMF research. 

At least 80% of the initial allotment is earmarked for DHS 
research, which would include cellular and epidemiological 
sh~dies, investigations of EMF health risks among children at- 
tending schwls near power lines and the development of pos- 
siblemitigation techniques. Aresearch statusreportwouldhave 
to be submiued to the legislature by December 1,1993. 

The rest of the money would be appropriated to the PUC, 
which would be required to outline an inieaim p ~ d e n t  avoid- 
ance policy by June 30,1992. ThePUC wouldalso oversee the 
workofarecentlyformed, 17-membdconsensus"pupmade 
uoof scientists, ~ovemmentofficials, consumersandutilitvrep 

exposed only to background EMF levels. 
Over 6,000 blocd samples were taken from the sheep over 

a ten-month period Initially, sheep under the line had lowered 
melatonin levels, but later results showed a great deal of "mn- 
dom variation," with no statistically simcant difference be- 
tween the two p u p s ,  Jack Lee, a BPA envimnmental health 
specialist, told Microwave Nous. 

The study is now being repeated using groups of 15 sbmp. 
The replication, in which largerpens will be used toinsure that 
the sheep do not shield each other from theelectric field, as they 
might have in the fmt study, will also investigate immunolog- 
ical effects Some of the sheep have EMDEX metas shapped 
to thei bodies to gauge actual EMF exposures, Lee said in a 
telephone interview. 

Melatonin is a hormone secreted by the pineal gland which 
regulates biological cycles and inhibits cancer. Other studies 
have shown lowered melatonin levels in animals exposed to 
EMFs (see MWN, M 8 8  and J/A90). 

Litigation Update 
& m t a ! i v e s ~ u p - w h i c h w i l l  helptoidentify and&Lel& I On July 15, a jury in the Superior Cow of FultonCounty. GA, 
rermlatotv measureswillholditsfrntmee(inp0ctober 10-1 1. ordered Georzia Power Co. to pay Jimmy and Marilvn B m u  

I thorpe Power Co.. L& an2 Nancy ~okanand thcirchildrGof 
Sheepliving directly undera high voltage msmission line Doualasville. GA, chxac Illat Nancy's non-Hodakin's lympho- I 

- 
The bill also directs state utilities to deielop employee 

education programs, provideEMF measurements to customers 
uponrequestanddisrributewrillenEMFhealthriskinfmation 
at least once a year. 

The legislation wasprompted by "cumntEMFuncerlainty 
and controversy," and allows for "the longer-term possibility 
that we may be faced with a serious EMF health problem," 
Rosenthal remarked at an American Law F i  Association 
EMFseminar, Developinga CorporateStrategy, on September 
26 in Los Angeles, C k  The new effort is a follow-up to a $2 
mi%onEMF also sponsoredby Rosenthal, passed in 
1988 (see MWN, St088 and NfD88). 

BPA Now Reports No Melatonin 
Effect in Sheep 

$ ~ ~ f o r o ~ - l h i n l o f a n - o ~ ~ ~ m n d e m n e d i ~ a u ~ ~ -  
missionline right-of-way (ROW). The Baneas. of Buford, GA, 
had challenged Georgia Power's initial $4.800 propaty vaiua- 
tioninawndemnationp~g,arguing~attheutiliwshould 
wmpensate h m  for land beyond the ROW where inneased 
EMFlevels aredetectable.They also askedforwmpensationfor 
thelossofuseof thepropeayandforlossofpriv~y.TheBm~~ 
sought $207,WO. A wua-appointed Spcial Master awarded 
them$l3,821-whichincluded$5.013 forEMF-reiated"mnse- 
quential damages"-but the Barreas a&ed thatluling. lead- 
ing to lhe jury mal. According to the BmetS' auomey, John 
BlandfordofBlanaford&WerbmmChmblee.GA,theBanetts 
f- E M F ~  from he line might cause them to develop caMzr 
andclaimedthatrheEMFs'%ontaminated anareaasmuchasUX) 
feet"hm the line. The auomey for Georgia Power. Donald JM- 
ney of Tmuhnan, Sanders. Lockerman & Ashmore in Atlanta. 
GAsaidthattheutili~hado£EaedtosenlewiththeB~ettsfor 
$23.000 one week before the case went to mal. 
InacasefdedmJulv 24 acainstGwraia Power Co. and Onle- 

did not show depressed levels of melatonin, according to re 
searchers from the Bomeville Power Administration (BPA), 
based in Portland, OR, and from Oregon State University 
(OSU) in Corvallis. 

OSU's Dr. Fred Slormshak reported preliminary resulv; 
showinga20-25%reductioninserummelatoninallaslNovem- 
ber's annual Department of Energy @OE) EMF meeting (see 
MUn,NlDK).Stormshak willpresenttheupdatedresultsat chis 
year's DOE review, to be held November 3-7 in Milwaukee, WL 

me rwbers c,,,,pared a of ten sheep penned 
under a 500 kV BPA transmission line with a contml p u p  of 

ma& due to exposu&to EMFs from apower&eth~&- 
their property. They are seeking $5 million for negligence, fraud 
andpunitive damages. among other claims.Thesuit, filed in the 
Superior Court for Douglas County, GA, alleges that theutilities 
failed to disclose the potential heallh risks of power frequency 
EMFs. The Jordans are bcmg represented by EugeneBmoks of 
Middleton & Anderson in Snvannnh, GA, Bruce DeBoskey of 
Silver&DcBoskey inDenver,CO,andPaulCamUofHine.Car- 
mll & Nicdrach in Rome, GA. DeBoskey is afounding member 
of the Elecmmagnetic Radiationcase EvaluationTeam (EMR- 
CET), a gmup of plaintiffs' lawyers involved in EMF iitigation 
(see MWN. WA91). - 
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NCI Weighs an EMF Initiative 
TheNationalCancerInstitute(NCI)iscon~ 

ing a well-defined project on electromagnetic field (EMF)- 
-cancerresearch. Atwo-day NCI workshop,MolecularMecha- 
nismr of Potential EMF-Induced Transformanmanon, was held 
September 12-13 in Beth- MD, to assess the need, and 
justiiication, for suchan initiative. 

TheEMFworkshopwasonly thefirststepinaUhighly com- 
petitive"decision-maldng process, Dr.RichardPelroy of NCI's 
Radiation Effects Branch told Microwave News. He snessed 
that the process was still in its early stages; ifapproved by inter- 
nal and external reviewers, a formal decision would be an- 
nounced in about a year, he said 

'~ereisenormousplitical~mfortheome 
involved" in the EMFissue, according to a knowledgeable mnx 
who has been following developments at the NCI. Last May, 
three branchesof theNationalInstitutesof Health 0 , l e d b y  
t h e N a t i o n a l W t u b o f E n h e n t a l H e a l t h S c ' ~ ~ ) ,  
publishedajointrquestforEMFproposals (seeMWN,Mll91). 

The N U  and NIH efforts are'bmplementary," NIEHS's 
Dr. Michael Galvin, a participant at theNCI workshop, said in 
a telephone interview. NIEHS is undertaking a multifaceted 
approach to EMFresearch, whiieNCI is interested in address- 
ing specific questions, Galvin explained. He said that the May 
call for proposals had prompted a "good response." 

Other participants at the workshop included: Drs. James 
Feltm(Chair),LanyAnde~~~l,RosweUBoutweU,KeUyCtifton, 
MarvmFmier,RebaGoodman,RoberiLiburdy,~aLinet, 
Richrird Luben, JR. McLean, Martin Misakian and Thomas 
Tenforde. 

HE1 Scales Down Plans for 
EMF Research Program 

TheHealth Effects Institute (HEI) is scaling down its plans 
for a publicprivate electromagnetic field (EMF) research 
program. At the second meeting of the HE1 feasibility study 
commiueeon August 26-27 in Cambridge, MA,HEI President 
Dr. Andrew Sivakaskedthecommitteetoconsiderasmallerre- 
search program with aS2.5 million budget, as well as theorigi- 
nal$20-30millioneffori(seeMW, M/A91, W 9  1 and JlA9 1). 

HEI's funding sources are uncertain--and have become 
more soby therecent designation of the Departmentof Energy 
@OE) as the lead agency for EMF research (see p.1). 

HEI had requested a three-year funding commitment from 
theEnvironmentalbtection Agency P A ) ,  but,according to 
Sivak,EPA willnowhavetoconsultwiththeDOEbeforeitcan 
commit any money to EMF research from its 1992 budget "If 
themoney isn'tforthcoming,I'mnotsuretheinstituteisexcited 
about going ahead with the project," he said. 

At the Augustmeeting, thecommitteemmbersfocusedon 
the reduced reswch effort Most favored a few simple in vim 
experimenls that could yield definitive, reptablc results. Si- 

vak told Micrauave News that HE1 could fund about five to ten 
projects in a few areas of research-for example, effects on 
calcium ion tamport, melatonin production and cell division. 

Dr.Richard Setlow of BmkhavenNationalLab, thechair- 
man~fthefeasi~litycommittee~indicatedthatitisunlikely that 
HEI will sponsor human studies. 

Although some committee members want HE1 to address 
public education, EPA's Dr. Doreen Hiu, an invited observer, 
said that she was not sure that risk information is"appr0priate" 
for HEI. Dr. David Savirz of the University of North Camliia, 
Chapel W, agreed: "I see HE1 as having a unique niche: It 
should take advantage of [its] well-established nadition in ele- 
gant, biologically-driven lab research." 

The committee heard presentations from Dr. Joseph Bow- 
man of the National Institute for Occupational Safety and 
Health NOSH) inCincinnati, 0H.ontheUniversityof South- 
em California EMFchiidhocd leukemia study (see p.4) and 
from Dr. Walter Rogers of the Southwest Research Institute in 
San Antonio, TX, on melatonin studies of baboons exposed to 
fields of 30 kV/m and 1.0 G ( s e e m ,  NID90). 

Sivak, Setlow and Dr. Peter Valberg of Gradient Gorp.- 
which is cwrdinating the feasibility study for HEI4ave 
drafted a research plan incorporating the committee's sugges- 
tions. Sivak said, "We're going to present several areas of 
research that are not completely constrained by money." The 
committee will meet again on October 11 to review the plan 
before Sivak presents it to the HE1 board on October 24. If the 
board gives its approval, Sivak hopes to issue a request for 
proposals by early 1992 and to sign contncts by May or June. 

HEl's Asbestos Record 
At the August meeeting, Dr. Asher Sheppard of the 

VAHospi~inlomaLinda,CA,askedDr.AndrewSivak 
how he would answer the charges that HEI's credibiiity 
had been undermined by its workon asbestos. Sheppard, 
amemberof the EMFfeasibilitycommittee, cited areso- 
lution by the National Association of Attorneys General 
(NAAG) which expressed a "deep concern'' about HEI- 
AR's--HEI's project on asbestos research--ability to 
produce unbiased results (seeMWN, MD91 and JIA91). 

Sivak responded that HE1 had earned a great deal of 
credibiiity during 11 years of administering research and 
that there is nolhimg that HEI can do to satisfy certain 
factions of the EMF community. 

In aninteniew with MicrowmeNews, Sheppardsaid 
t h a t S i v a k ' s r e s p o n s e w a s ' ~ ~ 4 e t o t a l l y  skim- 
med over the issue. I'd be surprised if HE1 got any more 
money until Sivak can assure a credible EMF progam." 

The HEI-AR final repon on asbestos was released on 
September25 and is available at no cost from: HEI-AR, 
141 Podand St, Suite 7100, Cambridge, MA 02139, 
(617) 225-0866. 
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NEMA Review Cautious on 
EMF-Cancer Link 

Current scientific data are "insufficient" to confm an 
electromagnetic field (EMF)-cancer link,andregulatingEMF 
exposures would be "premam," according to an analysis 
sponsored by the National Electrical Manufacturexs Associa- 
tion (NEMA), a trade group based in Washington, DC. 

The 125-page literature review, Extremely h w  Frequency 
Elecfromagnetic Fields and Cancer: Focus on Tumor Initia- 
tion,PromotionandCancer, was written by bi- 
F. Walborg Jr.,who,togetherwith well-known cancerresearch- 
er Dr. Thomas Slaga of the university of Texas, founded Der- 
migen, Inc., a Smithville, =-based consulting rim, in 1988. 

Though epidemiological studies "have produced evidence 
suggestingan associationbetweenresidential @MFj exposure*' 
and childhwd cancer, Waiborg argues that the data do not 

FROM THE FIELD 

confirm acausal link and stresses the need to determinecritical 
panmeters of exposure. Most animal studies have not demon- 
strated anEMFcancerrelationship, hewrites,acknowledging 
thatuan appropriate animal modelmay nothave been utilized." 
In viaoresearch has "shown thatpower frequency @MFs] can 
modulateseveral biological proc&ses" thatmay be involved in 
tumor development, including DNA synthesis, RNA hanscrip- 
tion, cell proliferation, immune response, enzymatic reactions 
and pineal gland function, Walborg states. 

On November 12, NEMA will sponsor a workshop titled 
EMF: Science, Regulation andLaw as part of its annual meet- 
ing.~alsohaspubWashoItbrochure,BwlogicolEffec~ 
ofElectric and Magnetic Fields, which presents nontechnical 
answers to EMF health effects questions. Earlier this year 
NEMA endorsed the NationalElectromagnetic Research Pro- 
gram (NEW), a joint public-private research project (see 
MWN. JlA91). The report and the brochure are available at no 
costfrom:NEMAPublic Affairs,2101 LSt,NW,Washington, 
DC 20037, (202) 457-8455. 

Seattle's Concerns Over ANSI 1991 RF/MW Safety Standard 
Excemted be& is a leffer from Sue Donnldson a member of the Sennle. WA. C i o  Council to Dr.  Tom Budinper of the Lawrence Berklev 

~ a b i n ~ e ; k l e ~ , ~ ~ , r h e c h a i r ~ o f l h e l ~ ~ ~ ' s ~ t a & d r ~ w r d i h i n ~ ~ o ~ i t t e ~ ( ~ d ~ ) 2 8 ,  which isreJpomibleforrkisin8 the 1 9 8 2 ~ m ~ r i c ~  
Nafw~lStMdnrdsimi~ute's (ANSI1 safeo limilsfor occwalionnl and~ublic aDosurestoradwfreuuenol ondmicrowave (RFIMIV) radiation. 
Far m y  years. the cily of~eit t le  h& L l n  developing an RFIMIV &sure s f k a r d  (see MWk, jlA88: ~ 1 ~ 8 9  and ~ 1 0 8 9 ) .  In addition. King 
Coum. IVA. which includes Seallle. is comiderinp adoutinn its own RFIMIV standard. 

~ n ~ i k d ~ e p t e m b e r . ~ r .    on /usl&en, a m e m b p ; o f S ~ C - ~ ~ ,  senra "pruvisionalrespome" I o D o ~ l d s o n  on beho!fofBudinger. In atelephone 
inrerviou. BudinpertoldMicrowavc Ncws thorheondthecocl~oirsof~t~su&o-tIeethalrevised~lrstandar~rs. Eleanor AdoiroftheJohn 
pierce ~&ndof i&  i n ~ e w  ~ a v e n ,  CT, and Om Gandhi ofthe ~ n i v i r s i ~  of Utah. ~a1tLake ~ i r ) ~ w i l l p r e p a r e  a written response pr& to SCC- 
2B's nmt meeting on November 2. 

August 12,1991 We have five general areas of concern: 
Dear Dr. Budinger: Selection of 4 W/Kg as the level for adverse effects on the basis of 

data on altered animal behavior. and use of 4 WKa as the datfom 
The city of Seaulc has been following the progcss of SCC-28 in upon which dl  subsequent components ofthe smdnrds arcscc 

developing guidance for protecting humans from non-ionizing r d i -  - Inadc~uate cx~lanntions of the rntionalcs for n two-timed smdard 
ationh-&a&.. Revisionof the Am&cnnNntionat Standards Institute (other than for -induced currents considerations), and the particular 
(ANSI) C95.1 guidancepeaaining to safety levels for human expo- safety factors selected; 
suretoradio~[~electromagneticfie1dsof3~loUMGHz Dismissal of non-thmal effects as stated in the conclusion that, 
isextremely impomttolocalngenciestharhave~~?~ponsibilityforis- "Rescarchon the effects of chmnicemxlsureand mulatiorx on the 
~anccofland&~itsforlriourmmlmicationsfa~ilities.~hisises- biological significance of non-thermal inlrmctions have nor ye1 
pecially mcinlighroftl~enbsencaoffednallypmmulg~smdnrds. resulted in my meaningful baris for alteration of the standard" 

With the inclusion ofsafeN euidanca for "uncontroUed envimn- 
ments" as presented in tl~e f m i  k t  of ANSI C95.1-1991. the s m -  
dud isdinrtlv nmlicablcto ~ubliccxrasrm: tonon-ionizinc clccm- - .. 
magnetic radiation (NER). 'For ihis -on. and in consid&tion of 
mncams about RF  field^ expressed by cilizens residin~ in tile city of 
~eaule,welwkto~ouforfu;therex~~anationoftheco&n~ofC95.1- 
1991 andthentionnlc by which SCC-28 ncceplulv~cularauidance 
levels. safe~factors,m&ures~dexclusio&.Th~is isvery i&m!ant 
to us m determining why if any. I d  ~tirmr arc qmpriue to cnlorcc 
the ANSI guidance, andlor funhcraddress h d t h  c o n m s  in Scarlle. 

I chair the Seattle City Council h d  Use Committee and also an 
advisory mmmittee con&med with telemmmunications facilities in 
Seanle. Onbehalfof the SeauleTclecomm~catious Facilities Advi- 
soryCommitfee.Iaskfor yourr~etoanumberofquestions that 
have wmc up in reviewing the ANSI C95.1-1991 final draft and the 
biological litera me.... 

- 
(emphasis added): - Lackof thejusrification for exclusion of portable devices operating 
at 7 watts and below; and - Broad assurances provided in the recommended guidelines about 
avoidance of risk convey the impression that all health issues have 
been thoroughly and completely addressed, yet there is no acknowl- 
edgment of legitimate concerns about cancer which still need thor- 
ough investigation 

Questions pertaining to these areas of wncem follow: 
A.4 WIKg ThresholdandBiobgical Endpoint: What justification is 
there for disregmhg the evidence indicating &existence of health 
effects below 4 WKg, when within the body of scientific studies 
available to SCC-28, thcre is evidence supporting the existence of 
deleterious effects occurring below 4 WKg? 

The Envimmnental Protection Agency's @PA) 1984 review of 
thelitaannc reached the mnclusion that "...biological effects occur 

-- 
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at an SAR of about 1 WKg; some of themmay be s igf l~cantmda 
ceaain environmental conditions." EPA's publication in the Federd 
Regisfer (July 30.1986) regarding federal radiation protection guid- 
ance states: .. ."Theevidencoindicates that exposureof humanbeings 
athquenciesintheresonantregion~anSARof approximately 1 WI 
Kg pmduces significant changes in body temperame under some 
envimnmental conditions." I understand this conclusion is based in 
pan upon the results of modeling analyses showing whole-body 
average SARs of 1-4 WlKg for relatively short durations (1 hour) 

'at ambie; temperatures of 2530°C (77-86°F). The EPA 'Federal 
Repisfer notice advises that a 1°C rise in the w e  t e r n m e  of 
h u k m  exposed to RF radiation should be considered hazardous to 
relativelv hcalthv individuals. In addition, it seems reasonable to 
mncludE rhnr in-creases in body tempe.relure are likely to occur at 
SARs lower than 1-4 W/Kr:ifexposuresoccurundcrmorc thermally 
stressful conditions, e.g., l&he;ambient tempemtun? andlor high& 
relative humidity. 

Whv did thc mmmiueereiect the scientif~c evidence indicatine 
d e a t h w h 0 e c u r i n s o ~ ~ l a b o r & ~ ~ a t a d o s e r a t e o f 4 ~ ~ $  
Whv is behavioral disnmtion identified as the critical biolonical 
endpint in the f i  drafiguideline when it has been demonsgated 
thatprolonged exposures at4 W/Kg may cause death?. .. 

The iinai draft of the revised C95.1 guideline indicates (pp.6-1- 
6-2): 'Thelitcramereview was followed by extensivedeliberations 
of a Working Group on Risk Assessment that was charged to reach 
ameement on an SAR at which ~otentiallv deleterious health effects 
~elikelytooccurinhumanbein~s"(empiasis added). what precisely 
does themmmitteemeanbv "arelikelv'7Whatmobabilv factor and 
dose-response function are being conveyed here. i.e.. are we to 
assume a 1% mbabilim or. say 50% or 90%? Is there evidence for 
the shape ofa&verepr&nting theprobability ofdeleteriouseffects 
as a function of SAR and thereby evidence for the setting of such 
pmbabilities?Is thereaquantitati;ebasis fortheslopeof su~hacume 
in the range near 4 W/Kg? 

Use of 4 W/Kg as a threshold suggests it is entirely unlikely that 
any deleteiouseffects will occurunder4 W/Kg andconvasely, at4 
WKe and above. chronic exwsuremav constitute a health hazard. Is 
su&~sharpdis&tion.i.a, khold&alisticonthebasisof data for 
deleterious effects as a function of SAR? 
B. R a r i o d  for the Two-Tiered Srnndnrd and SpecificSgfety Fac- 
tors: In the intaest of reacbkg an understanding of the d e p e  of 
conse~atismpresontinC95.1-1991. weneedmore speciticinfma- 
tionrelated to theration~~fortheOvo-tieredslandardwdthespecific 
safety factors applied to each tier.... 

Whatexactlvdoes thecommitteemean bv"safety factor'?What 
modelisbeinge&oyed-aprobabilisticm&el whe;ethesmdards 
are basedonanex~rapolationpmcwtodetminealevelofexposun: 
at which thereis alow probability of effect, or a threshold model for 
whichsigniEcanteffects occur only above a specific thresholdvalue? 
Whatisthebasisforthe~cn~calvalues(10and50)selected 
by SCC-28 as safety factors? 
C. Relevancy of Non-Thermal Intermiom to Modifiafion of the 
Standard: The final draft ANSI C95 .I-1991 document states on p.6- 
4:"Researchon theeffects of chronicexposureand speculationon the 
biological significance of non-thermal interactions have not yet 
resulted in any me~'ngfu1 basis for alteration of the standard" 
(emphasis added) and on p.6-11: "S~dies such as those indicating 
effects. in vim. on cell function were considered Wonsient and 
reversible with no delrimenwl health effects." 

Sinec 1986, a number of resenrch articles have been published 
mnceming thermal or low-level exposures and effects on tissues on 
thecye (Kues er al.. 1987.1989), effwtsoncholinergic activity ofmr 

brains (Lni et 4.. 1987). effects suggesting microwave action on 
endogenous brain opiods (Lai et al.. 1986% 1986b). effects of short 
pulses onintegrity of thebld-brain barrier (Neubaueretal.. 1990). 
effects on fetal development (Tofani et at.. 1986) and effects on the 
incidenceof tumorsinchmnically exposedm (Kunzetal., 1985).In 
additio~ anumberof invim nreas havebeeninvestigatcd including 
cancer-promoting changes in cultured cells (Balcer-Kubiuek wd 
Hanison. 1986.1989.1991). Of the to~ics onanimal exwsures. onlv 
expaim&tal dnta 4 the blood-br& barrier wcre cbnsidaed 6. 
SCC-28 as n result of thc lime window set for the literature reviewed. 

These m n r  rescarch results emphasize the existence of biolog- 
icdeffecocls ar exposures below 4 W/Kg lhatmay result in delctaious 
health effecrc. Thc m n l  findings togetha with older work demon- 
stratina nonbehavioral effecu at thermal lcvels of exposure funher 
we&& the arguments that establish the standard on a behaviorally 
detemined threshold of4 W/Kg. and the premise that the smdard is 
based u w n  a mnsavative view of the existine data. 

In&htof the workcited above, is therenGa biological basis for 
reexaminationof thebasicmmise that establishd the standardon a 
behaviorally determined &sholdof 4 w/Kg? 

Even if it were more finnlv established that in v im effects 
referred to in the statement h& p.6-11 are indeed "trtrwsient wd 
reversible." how can it be assumed that no future health im~act mav 
result?  ken modan concepts of cell biology and the l&cy fd; 
onset of some diseases. this seems auestionable. 
D. Exclusion clause fdr Ponrrble devices: The exclusion for low- 
wwerdevicesnmsconrrs~,to thewhde~hilomhy of therestof the 
;landad. What is the &&led basis fo; lhe eiciuion? Are there 
biolonical data that s u m r t  the inhercnt assumorion thet if the inwt 
pow~oftheradiatinghcviceis7wattsorless,o~1.4wattsorless.;he 
energy depositedinthe body ishnrmlessregardesrofprollimity tothe 
body or duration of exposure? What consideration has bccn given to 
hot spots and different kinds of antemas? The menrly revised 
language ofC95.1-199 1 that indicates theexclusion" ... does not apply 
todevices withtheradinlingsVucNrosm~intninedwilhin25 cmoflhe 
bodv"needsclarificntion. Whnr ismeant bv"maintnind?Also.64.4. 
p~4-.14 indicates the relaxation of power iensity limits is g iwk& fo; 
e x w m  of all oaris of the bodv excent for the eves and testes vet 
@:23 and 56 Aake no menti4 of thi exclusionbeing d i sa l lok  
when wolied to these o m  of the bodv. How are we to internet the . . 
recommended guidanie when hand-heid radios may beusedhh  the 
antenna in close mximitv to the eves?. .. 
E. Possible ~ & e r  E&~S and fiefmirive Stafemen!~ @Risk A 
numbaofstatementsintheC95.1-1991 fialdraftsuggestanabsem 
of health risks h m  NIER associated with allowable expmes, yet 
there hasbeenvew liuleexrmimentntionrelated to wssibleelevated 
risks of cancer. 

Would you amee that the issue of cancer and RF exoosures has 
been given far &little attention expe~imentally for defitive s w -  
ments about risk of either a wsitive or negative nature? 

I wanttothankthe~~~~8mmmitlec~emberrforthelonghou~ 
and intensive cffons undertaken u, address this important area 
Undoubtcdly. the jobhas been ndiNiculronc.1 amnot an a d v o c ~ o f  
!he creation of a pzlchwurk of local NIER standards. 

I m hooelul Ih.1 a k l l a  uldcrrlmd'me ofSCC-28's o e m t i v e  - ' ~~. 
on the above will snrisfythemncems1 havepresented Yourresponse 
is v a ,  i m w t l ~ t  to Seattle's decision on whether to embrnce the 
recank&ded guidance of ANSI C95.1-1991, and as such will be 
greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 
Sue Donaldson 

Councilmember, Seattle City Council 
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HIGHLIGHTS 
CIRRPC Sharply Critical of 
EPA EMF-Cancer Report 

The Committee on Interagency Radiation Research and - Policy Ccmdhation (CIRRPC), which is managed by the 
WhiteHonseOfficeofScienceandTechnologyPolicy (OSTP). 
hasu~gedtheEnvironm~taiPratection Agency @PA) toover- 
haul its draft report on electromagnetic fields (Ems) and 
cancer. 

In an August 5 lever toEPA Assistant Administrator Erich 
Breuhauer,CIRRPCChainnanDr. AlvinYoungwrotethatthe 
commiaeehelieves thereport should be4'snbstantially revised, 
if not rewritten." That conclusion echoes the recommendation 
of EPA's Scienlific Advisory Board's (SAB) Non-Ionizing 
EMF Subcommittee that the document has "serious deficien- 
cies and should he rewritred' (see MWN. JIA91). 

Young cautioned that "h? evidence presented ... does not 
provide a scientifically sound basis for linking cancer to e x p  
s u m  to elecnicandmagneticfields."Hecalledthedocument's 
executivesummary "unnecessarily alamimg" and emphasized 
the impoflance of rewriting i t  '"lleinterpretation of thedata is 

b i towardsaccen tua t ing  apositivecorrelation:' he argued. 
Young's letter was accompanied by comments from seven 

federal depamnents and agencies that hadbeen asked to review 
theEPAdraftreport(seeboxbelow).Oftheseven,theNational 
Cancer Institute (No and the Depamnent of Defense @OD) 
criticized the document as sharply as CIRRFC, emphasizing 
many of the same points. 

NCI'sDr. John BoicestatedIhatNthe conclusionspresented 
remain scientifically unsound and unnecessarily alarming." 
Robert Barker, assistant secretary of defense, urged that,'This 
report should not he. published Alternatively, the scope of the 
reponco~ldhe.expandedLoincorpomtethevolumesofr~h 
which document a lack of EMF effects, and its conclusions 
modified accordingly."Late last year, aU.S. Air Force review 
was similarly critical (see MCtU, NlD90). 

Dr. ImGyukoftheDeparvnento~nergyfound therepm 
improved over an earlier draft hut said that the executive 
summary "suffers from a severe case o f  o v e r g e n e r M o n s ,  
speculations and unjustifiable conclusions." Reviewers from 
the Center for Devices and Radiological Health and from the 
National Institute of Standards andTechnology were generally 
positive in their comments. 

Comments Submitted to CIRRPC on EPA EMF-Cancer Report 

I Seven federal departments and agencier submilred commentF to CIRRPC on EPA's &@ review docummi on EMFs and cancer. 
Compiled below nre excerptsfrom some ofthe commenfs. 1 

Department of Defeose (Robert Barker, assistant secretary): fomfuUy staled ..." 
"...rT]he document does not support a scienlilic assessment tha! - Food and Drug Admlnbtratlon's Center for Devices and 
[EMFs] arc possible carcinogens. The document is inconsistent Rndlological Health (Walter Gundaker. acting director):'This is 
and seriously deGcient in not presenting a balanced and wmpre- n well-researched document which presents a rensonablc and / hensive review of the litera&. In addition, it appears to balancedexaminationoftheevidence~vailablemdate.~t~dwt- 
o v a  or ignore studies showing negative resul Is.... me overall ly refrains born rejecting the large body of evidence out-of-hand 
weight of the epidemiologic evidm= is so slight as to be almost 
mnexistent-c&y notsufficientto j u s t i f y  
of this documenL...Thk report should not be published." 
Department of Energy (Dr.ImreGyuk, prognunrnanager for 
electromagnetic research): "[Cllarity and undastanding of the 
important issues ace still hampered due to Lre.atmcntof disparate 
frequmyranges [ELF and RFl in the same chap tm.... Thedoc- 
ument wouldbe less subjectto atruckifit weresimply statedthat 
sNdies of carcinogrnesis in animals exposed to ELF have not 
beendone .... m e ]  ExecutiveSummarysuEfes 6om aswerecase 
o f o v c r g ~ , s p e c u l a t i o n s  anduniustifiablewnclusions.*llS 

because of pxce6ed '&&mess& of kdividual studies, yet ac- 
howledges that the aggegate p i c a  has many questions yet to 
be answered....'' 
National CancerInstitute (Dr. JohnBoice, head oftheradiation 

epidemiology branch): "All [NCIj reviewen agreed that the 
human epidemiologic h to date did not supprt the sweeping 
mnclusions made in the EPA document. In ourjudgment thecon- 
clusionspresentedrmainscientifically unsound andunnecessar- 
ily alarming .... There appeared to be a tendency throughout the 
q r t  to dismiss negative or inconclusive fmdiings rathm than 
weiehin~theseinwnsistenciesintheove~ifU interuretation. ..Miss- - ~epar tment  of Enirgy (Harry ~ett~ngill, deputy assistant ing-thro~ghautisaclearstatcmmtthatwecann~tmncludeatthis I secretary for health): "[Thel wnclusions re~mding the risk of time whether lEMFsl mse a cancer hazard" I 

canu?r~childrennndadulls~cemapproprinte~~lul~~hcrisk;are .Nntional~n~tltulebi~t;mdnrdsnndTechnology(PaulTodd. 
low. them does seem to be n w~aistcnt vend for certain type- bios~atistician): "Isernoseriouspmblcm withissuingthebookas 
qxdic umcas.Thcrecenninly is Ole nced for wntinucd hcallh it stands. Experimentem who have bcen quoted may not feel the 
research in this area and the development of beucr indicators of s m c  way, but the mrt v a t s  all of tllc research firly, and if 

~ e ~ a r t m e n t  olTransportntlon (Dr. Aviva Brecha, project 
manager, maglev EMF hcallh effatsl: 'The EPA draft rcoort is 
a use61 mmkdium,  and a fairly biancal critique of r&e;rrch 
results to date. I mncur with Dr. lmre Cvuk of DOE lhm lumoine 
ELF fields effects withthoscof RF andjligher@l~) frequenci& 
[ofl elatromagncticradiation is technically incnmxtnnd unwm- 
mted....Tne incomplete, uncertain and inlemally inconsistent 
current state of hnowledge on EMF and cancer must be more 

anything; is ta, non&tical." - Occupational Salety and Health Administration (Sheldon 
Wema, director. office of standnrds analysis and pmmulgation): 
"[O]urreviewaof the epidemiological sections of the report feels 
IhatEPAhasimplied anunsupportabledegrceofwnf~denceinthe 
positive studies relative to cmcinogenesis both in children and 
adulu. On the otha hand our reviewer of the animal and invitro 
studies feels thatEPA has understated thestrengthof theevidence 
suuwrtine a carcinoeenic link" 
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HIGHLIGHTS 

CIRRPC Begins Its Own 
Health Review 

An independent review panel onEMF health effects under 
the directionof CIRRPC met for the first timeon September5- 
6inWashington,DC.CIRRPCinitiatedthereviewlatelastyear 
aftertheWhiteHouseOfficeofScienceandTechnologyPolicy 
opposed release of EPA's draR review of EMFs and cancer. 

The panel plans to meet monthly and to complete its work 
within six months. Thereview was scheduled to start early this 
year but was delayed for undisclosed reasons (see MWN, Nl 
~ 9 0 ,  J/F91 a n d ~ l h l ) .  

OakRidge Asscciiteduniversities (ORAU) ofOakRidge, 
 and ~'hington,~~,iscw~tin~thereview under con- 
tracttoCIRRPC.AccordingtoastatementissuedbyORAU,the 
review panel will evaluate reported carcinogenic, reproductive 
and ne&ophysiologicaleffects. It willconsiderboth powerfre- 
quencies (15-180 Hz) and very low frequencies (VLF) (10-30 
kHz) from video display terminals (VDTs), though they willbc 
addressed separately. 

Dr. Glenn Davis, chairman of ORAU's Medical Sciences 
Division, is chairman of thereview panel. The other ten mem- 
bers are: Drs. William Bennelt, Yale University, New Haven. 
CX Joseph Brady, Johns Hopkins University School of Med- 
icine,Baltimore,MD,RobertBrent,JeffersonMedi~College, 
Philadelphia, PA; Leon Gordis, Johns Hopkins University 
School of Medicine; W i  Gordon, Rice University, Hous- 
ton,?X; Samuel Greenhouse, George Washington University, 
Washington, DC; Russel Reiter, University of Texas, San An- 
tonio; Gary Stein,University of Massachusetts Medical Center, 
Worcester, Charles Susskind, University of California, Berke- 
ley; andDitriosTrichopoulos, HarvardUniversity Schwlof 
Public Health, Boston,MA. (Susskind wasoriginally namedto 
head the panel.) 

RAC Approves SA B Report 
on EPA Cancer Assessment 

At a September 20 meeting, the Science Advisory 
Board's(SAB)RadiationAdvisoryCommittee~c)m- 
imously approved theNon-Ionizing EMF Subcommittee's 
report on the Environmental Protection Agency @PA) 
draft EMFcancer assessment Four of the seven RAC 
members were present at the Washington, DC, meeting. 

ThesubcommilteereportasksEPAtorewriLeiISEMF 
cancer assessment, citing "serious deficiencies:' and cau- 
tionsthatthereareinsufficientdalatocla&ifyEMFsascar- 
cinogenic (see MWN, J/F91, W 9 1  and JIA91). 

TheSAB'sExecutive Committee will now review the 
subcommittee's report at an October 29-30 meeting. Kath- 
leen Conway, an SAB staffmember, told Microwave News 
that she expects the executive committee will also approve 
i t  If so, the repmt will then be sent to EPA Administrator 
William Reillv 

Five More Cancer-Police 
Radar Claims Filed 

The number of legal claims alleging that police officers de- 
veloped cancer as a result of operating speed radar units has 
increasedby five, bringing the total to eight ThreeConnecticut 
officers wilh cancer have fded workers' compensation claims. 
And the widow ofa Wisconsin slatemper whodiedofcancer 
and a California police officer who has cancer have f i  law- 
suits against radar manufacturers. All five of the officers used 
radar units manufactured by Kustom Signals, Inc., of Overland 
Park, KS. 

In Connecticut, Thomas Malcolm, 42, of the Wmdsor 
Lwks Police Department (WLFD), charges that he developed 
testicular cancer from operating a Kustom radar since 1977. 
Ricardo Rachele, 33, alsn of the WLPD, used a Kustom unit 
since 1979andhascancerin hisshoutderandcol!ahne.Athird 
officer, Vincent Caseltano, 56, of the Shelton Police Depart- 
ment, has thyroid cancer-he began operating a Kustom radar 
in 1971.Allthreearerepresentedbyattorney SluartRothenberg 
of Rothenberg, Rothenberg & Rothenberg in Manchester, CT. 

William Gifford, Windsor Locks' police chief, told the 
Manchester, CT, Jownal Inquirer that he will continue using 
the Kustom radar units but that he plans to investigate whether 
they can cause cancer. Gifford did not respond to arequest for 
comment from Microwave News. 

InWisconsin,NaomiSudbrinkofAugustaissuingKustom, 
whichmanufiy:turedtheradarunitsherlatehusbandArnoldhad 
used for more than three years as a Wisconsin state trooper, and 
fiveinsurancecompani~~.AmoldSudbrinlcdiedtastSeptember 
from cancer thatfmtdeveloped in his eye. Thesuit was fded on 
September 13 in Wisconsin CircuitCourtforEau ClaireCoun- 
ty, where Arnold Sudbrink lived. 

Officer Steven Couini of theconcord (CA) Police Depart- 
ment and his wife, Christine, are seeking $12.5 million from 
Kustom andMPD,Inc.,ofOwensboro,KY, forSteven's testic- 
ularcancer. From 1977 to 1979, whde workingfortheSanBru- 
no (CA) PoliceDepartment, Cottini used the MPD units. From 
1979 to 1987, he used the Kustom radar devices while at the 
ConcordPoliceDepartment ThesuitwasfdedSeptember loin 
U.S. District Court for Northern California in San Francisco. 

John Sweeney of Agoura Hills, CA, is the attorney forboth 
Sudbrink and the Cottinis. Earlier this year, Sweeney sued 
Kustom on behalf of b e e  plaintifcs (see MWN, WA91 and J/ 
A91). 

W i i  Rupperl a partner in Kustom, told Microwave 
News in a telephone interview that he had no comment on the 
claims made against the company. 

FDA Police Radar Hot Line 
The Food and Drug Administration's (FDA) "F'mblem 

ReportingHotLme"isnowrespondingtoinquiriesaboutpolice 
ndarhealtheffects. DahcoIIectedfromdersmaybeusedtode 
velop an epidemiological survey, according to agency officials. 
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ntehotline,whichisre&ly usedforpmblemswithmed- 
i d  devices, is referring calls to the television, acoustics and 
microwavesproducts branch of theofficeof Complianceat the 
agency's Center for Devices andRadiologica1 Health. The hot 
line number is: (800) 6386725. 

NlOSH VDT Epi Study Revisited 
Two leuers published in the September 12 New England 

Journal of Medicine question the conclusions of the National 
Institute for Occupational Safety and Health NOSH) study of 
VDT workers and spontaneous abortions (see MWN, M/A91). 

In one letter, Dr. Robert Newcombe and Edward Coles of 
the University of Wales College of Medicine, U.K., cite"con- 
sidetable" differences between the study population and the 
coneols in the mean number of pregnancies per woman, cau- 
tioning that, 'The results presented could conceal apotenlially 
Microwave Eye Damage (cotdinuedfromp.l) 

mission. 
In apresentationat the June meeting of the Bioelectromag- 

netics Society (BEMS), Kues described how the eyes of mon- 
keys exposed to 3.5-4 WKg of 1.25 GHz radiation (0.5 pec 

tion. One week after exposure, the rodphotoreceptors rehimed 
toapproximately 80% of theirpreexposureleveI,butthecones 
remained damaged. Cone damage is manifested by a loss of 
color discrimination and some decrease in visual acuity, Kues 
explained Impaired rods result in reduction in night vision. 

Four monkeys were exposed and all suffered similar dam- 
age, leadiig Kues and Monahan to conclude that the threshold 
for theeffect is below 3.5 W&. Examination of theeye tissue 
confiied thedegeuerationofconesandsuggested thata specif- 
icpopulationofconesismorevulnerablethanothe~fferent 
types of cones are responsible for detecting different colors. 

Kues and colleagues at JHU medical school's W i e r  
InstituteKuesdivideshistimebetweentheAPLandWIlmeb- 
examined two workers who were accidentally exposed to 6 
GHzmicmwaves whileoperating an iUegalsateIliteuplinkThe 
30-watttransmiueaexposed theirretinas toanestimated5 mW/ 
cm2 of continuous wave radiation for two 15-minute periods. 
Both men suffereda 50% loss in coneresponse asmeasured by 
changes in electroretinograms (ERGS). Seven months later, 
there was no improvement 

Based on these results. Kues and Monahan recommend 
diagnostic tests for those occupationally or accidentally ex- 
posed to microwaves, including: specular microscopy, retinal 
and iris fluorescein angiogaphy and ERGS. If refemd by an 

UPDATES 
COMPATIBILITY & INTERFERENCE 

Black Hawk Helicopter Accidents..EMI has never caused a 
Black Hawk helicopter accident, according to Secretary of the 

serious hazardassociatedwiththeuseof VDTs.if thedifference 
in theratesofpregnancy resulted from excess early, undetected 
fetal loss in the exposed group." 

The second letter, written by editors of Microwave News 
and VDTNews, argues that NIOSH's conclusion--that expo- 
sure to VDTelectromagnetic fields (EMFs) was notassociated 
with an increased riskof spontaneous a b d o w w a s  not justi- 
fied since both the case and the control groups were equally 
exposed to extremely low frequency EMFs. 

In their response, NIOSH's Dr. Teresa Schnorr and col- 
leagues said that the apparent differences in pregnancies went 
away when adjustments were made for the women who had 
worked as both directory assistanceoperaton (the case group) 
and general operators (the conml group) during the study pe- 
riod. With respect to EMFs, they pointed out that the crucial 
difference between cases and conmls wes that the VDT oper- 
aum were exposed to higher very low frequency (VLF) EMFs. 

ophthalmologist, the Wilma Institute will examine anyone 
who has been accidentally exposed to microwave levels in ex- 
cess of existing safety guidelines as part of its research program, 
Kues said 

Researchers at JHU-APL have been investigating the ef- 
fects of microwave radiation on the eye since the early 1980s. 
In a series of studies, a team led by Kues and Monahan has 
shownthatlow-leve1,pulsedra~ation can injuretheendothelid 
layer of the cornea and cause leakage in the blood-aqueous 
barrier. Theeffect occurs ata specific absorption rate (SAR) of 
2.6 WlKg or less (see MWN, JlA83, S/086 and JIA87). In 
addition, the team found that eyes treated with glaucoma drugs 
are much more sensitive to microwav-t levels as low as 
0.26 W/Kg (see MWN. J/A88). 

Both the old and the new results challenge the specifics of 
thecurrent(l991)revisionofthe 1982AmericanNationalStan- 
dmds Institute (ANSI) guidelines for human exposure to radio- 
fkquency and microwave radiation. The SCC-28 committee 
rewriting the standard concluded that "whole-body SARs be- 
low 4 WlKg werenotassociated witheffects thatdemonsuably 
constitute a hazard for humans." The SCC-28 committee has 
been criticized for ignoring the previous Kues-Monahan fmd- 
ings (w p.9). 

At the BEMS meeting, Kues was asked why theepidemio- 
logicalstudywouldbedoneintheU.S.SR. insteadofiitheU.S. 
Hereplied that U.S. military officials had been"veryreluclant" 
to provide any data. In an interview, Kues said that the Depart- 
ment of Defense is concerned about privacy issues. 

Apaperdescribiig both themonkey and humanresults has 
been submiued for publication to Archives of Ophthalmology. 

Army Michael Stone. In an unpublished, August 6 letter to the 
New York Times, obtained by Microwave News Lhrough the 
Freedom ofhfomation Act,Stonecontends thatreportsofseri- 
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UPDATES 
ous EM1 problems "wrongly discredit an Army helicopter that 
has proven itself to be a safe, highly effective piece of equip 
ment." One such report, aNovember 1987 piece from Knight- 
RidderNewspapers, blamedEMI for the crashes of five Black 
Hawk helicopters and the deaths of 22 servicemen since 1982 
(see MWN, ND87). A June 1988 investigation by the DOD 
concluded that the Black Hawk is indeed susceptible to E M ,  
and in a September 1988 memo to the DOD Inspector General, 
Stone, then under secretary of the Army, acknowledged that 
'%MI does raise safety of flight concerns with respect to the 
BlackHawk" (seeMWN, S1088 and ND88). In hi letm to the 
Times, Stonecalls theBlackHawk"oneof thesafest helicopters 
in the Army's inventory," and points out that, "Since 1987, the 
accidentratehas fallenby 47%."Stonedoesnot mention thatin 
1987 the Army issued warnings to Black Hawk pilots to stay 
away from high-power radio transmitters and instituted a pro- 
gram to shield the helicopter from EML 

INTERNATIONAL 
Trip to China ... Study Mission International (SMI), a division 
of WR. Associates, and the Bioe1ecmmagnetics Society are 
organizing a 19-day, five-city tour of China for September 
1993. Participants will meet with Chinese researchers working 
on thebiological effectsof 50Hz EMFs, RF/MWradiation and 
millimeter waves, as well as their medical and agricultural 
applications. Dr. C.K.Chouof thecity of HopeNationalMcdi- 
cal Center in Duarte. CA, who will lead the delegation, told 
MicrowmeNewsthatthetripwillbea'~mixtureofbusinessand 
pleasure--we intend to explore bioelectromagnetic rcswch 
and see the sights." Space is limited to 35 scientists and lheir 
spouses at a cost of lcss than $3,000 per person. For more in- 

RF for a Racing Heart.= radiation can be used as an 
effective ueatmcnt for paroxysmal supraventricular tachycar- 
d i a ( P S v r a p i d  hcanbe3tcondition whichalflictsroughly 
oneinevery200peapleintheU.S.--ilcconlingtosent 
studies. In the past, drug therapy or surgery was required to 
prevent natural electrical impulses in the hcnrt from triggering 
up to 300 beats per minute. Now researchers are using RF 
radiation to insure that these impulses, typically occurring 60 
times per minute, stimulateonly onebeat each. ThcJune6New 
England Journal of Medicine includes two papers on this new 
treatment: Dr. WarrenJachanandcoworkersattheUnivcr~ty 
of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center in Oklahoma City report 
thatthetreatmentis"highlyeffective,"anda headdbyDr. 
Hugh Calkins of theuniversity of Michigan Medical Center in 
Ann Arbor asserts that the new method is "feasible and practi- 
wl" and has "a favorablerisk-benefit ratio."In an accompany- 
ing editorial, Dr. Jeremy Ruskin of the Massachusetts General 
Hospiwl in Bos[onpredicts that, illheearly dataareconrmcd, 
the technique will become Ole "mtmcnt of choice" for PSVT 
patients. ~apaperpublishedin theJune29issueof TheLoncet, 

14 

German researchersled by Dr. Karl-Heinz Kuckof theuniver- 
sity HospitalEppendorfin Hamburg state that theRFaenlment 
"has noneof thedisadvantages ofdirect-cwentsh~~kthcrapy," 
and that initial reports on its useare"promising." Despite these 
optimistic conclusions, the researchers do note some adverse 
reactions to the treatment. For a popular account of the new 
research, see the July 20 issue of Science News. 
M N S a f e t y - . T h e s a f e t y o f m a g n e t i c r e s o n a n c e ~  
is again boing questioned. Participants at aMay conference on 
MRIsafety heldin Bethesda, MD, heardseveralrepom that the 
intense static magnetic fields, RF EMFs and gradient EMFs 
h m n e w h i g h - s p c e d M F U s h a v e o c c a s i o n a l l y p ~  
ical responses ranging from vertigo to a m e W c  taste in pa- 
tients' moulhsatstrengths aslow as 1.5 T,accordingtotheJuly/ 
August issue of The Institute, a publication of the Institute of 
E1ectricalandElecnonicsEngineers.Dr.JeffTey Weinrebofthe 
New Yo& University Medical Center's MRI Department stat- 
ed in apresentation at theconference that,'We'vebeen saying 
[that MRIs are safe] for so long, we almost believe i t  Wenow 
know there are many potential safety ham& with MFU." Sci- 
ence also reported on the meeting, which was sponsored by the 
New York Academy of Sciences. "For the moment...the main 
taskseems to be to find out what effect these high-tech medical 
wondersactually haveon living tissue,"itreportedinitsMay 31 
issue. 

MEETINGS 
T&D on EMFs,Excerpts from presentations at a conference 
held in February are the heart of a 16-page article, "FM? How 
Dangerous?" in the June issue of Transmission &Distribution 
magazine, which sponsored the meeting ( m M W N ,  WA91). 
Among the speakers were: Paul Brodeur of The New Yorker; 
AnhurBryantof TrialLawyers forpublic Justice, Washington, 
DC; Dr. Granger Morgan of Camegie Mellon University. 
Pittsburgh.P.4; U.S. Rep. FrankPallone(D-NJ); JamesSanford 
of PSE&G of New Jersey; and Thomas Watson of Crowell & 
Moring, Washington, DC. A copy of the June issue can be ob- 
tained for $5.00 from: Intertech Publications, PO Box 12901, 
Overland Park, KS 66212, (913) 411-6628. 

PEOPLE 
Dr. Alicia Dustira is the EMF contact in the White House 
Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTF'), reporting to 
Dr. Allan Bromley, the President's science advisor, who has 
criticized EPA's draft E M F a c e r  assessment (see MWN, N/ 
D90 and M/J91) .... The IEEE has recognized Dr. Eleanor 
Adair of the John Pierce Foundation in New Haven, CT, and 
Richard Harris of National Public Radio for their "literary 
contributions furthering public understanding of the engineer- 
ingpmfession."AtaSeptember 1 awardsceremony,thelEEE's 
U.S.ActivitiesunitpraisedAdairfor"herscholarly andbalanced 
paper tided Currents ofDeath Rectified> response to Paul 
Brodeur's bookon EMFs whichfiitappearedasaseriesof arti- 
cles in The New Yorker. Harris was honored for "his balanced 
five-partseries"on EMFs, whichran April 15-19,1991.Harris 
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is continuing to follow the EMF debate; he aired an update on 
the EPA cancer report on September 17 .... Dr. Jan Walleczek 
has joined Dr. Ross Adey's laboratory at the VA Hospid in 
Loma Linda, CA. His work is being supported by a grant from 
theJohnFetzerInstitute in Kalamazw, MI .... Dr. MariaStuch- 
ly, who will soonleaveHealth and WelfareCanadafortheUni- 
versity ofvictoria in BritishColumbii, hasbeennamedchairof 
lheIntemationalUnionof RadioScience's (URS1)newIy formed 
Commission K on Elcctromagnetics in Biology and Medicine. 
Dr.Paola RernardioCtheUniversity ofRomeis thevicechair. 
Commission K was sot up at URSI's August 1990 meeting in 
Prague.Czechoslovakia. Stuchly plans tohavethefmtmeeting 
of the more Lhan 20 mcmbcrs oT her committeeat thelst World 
Congress for Elecwicily and Magneristn in Biology and Medi- 
cine in Orlando, FL, in June 1992 (sce MWN, M1.491). 

STANDARDS 
NRPR UpdetesMRI Sti~ederds ... ThcU.K.'sNRPB'srevked 

ERGONOMICS, INC. presents 
A Seminar on ELF and VLF Magnetic Fields 

November 20 and 21,1991 -Orlando, Florida 
Up-to-date information on standards, background, theory 
and measurement of ELFIVLF Magnetic and Electrostatic 
Fields. Featured speaher is Hjalmer Bondestam of the 
Swedish Standards CommitteeanddeveloperofCombinova 
precision meters. For Information, contact: 

I Ergonornlcs, Inc. 
P.O. Box 964, Southampton, PA 18966 
(215) 357-51 24 Fax (215) 364-7582 

I msl ELF Milrnctic Field Mcrers 1 - 
Professional Ararrulry ut an ,ffp~rdu/ublc /'rice 
MS1-25 for rcliuhlc ~rrc~isi~rc~ncnls ol'pi~wcr 
frequency fields inrlutliny hnrnionics itrid 
non-sinusiridiil wilvrs. Sl hY.'lS+pXrli. 
MSI-20125 Sea. lrcqucl~cy il~St\nirution o n  
harmonics. Displilys w~tvr l'irrltls ~ I I I  ascilltr- 
scope; outpllls lo ilillu 111~pcr. $1 XL).')S+p&It. 

Magnetic Sciences Interaational 
24258 Ch;tniling Wuy. Suite 489 
Berkelcy, CA 94704 (5  101 208-SOH0 

VDT NEWS 
The computer health and safety newsletter 

[ I  1-year subscription (6 bimonthly issues) 
for $87.00 ($97.00 Canada & Foreign). 

[ I  Back issues, 1984-1990, $45.00 per year 
($50.00 Canada & Foreign). 

Order from: VDTNews. PO Box 1799. Grand Central Station. 
New York. NY 10163. (212) 517-2802. 

standards for exposures to MRI systems, outlmed by Dr. R.D. 
Saunders in theJuly 1991 Rao?ologicalProtectionBulletin. are 
generally two-tiered, with alowerlimitwhichmay beexceeded 
undercanmUed~nditionsandanupperlimitwhich shouldnotbe 
exceeded. For staticmagneticfields, the lowerlimitis2.5Tand 
themaximumis4T.Forgrao?entmagneticfields, theboardspec- 
ities a maximum induced current density of 400 m A / d  (or 20 
T/s) when the magnetic fields are changing for longer than 120 
wec.This limitcan be relaxed for shorterexposures. For RFra- 
di3tion,theboardrecommendslowerandupperlimitsforwhole 
body SARs of 1 W/Kg and 2 W/Kg,respectively, for exposures 
of more than 30 minutes. F'rogessively higher SARs can be 
applied for shorterexposures up to maximum limits of2 W/Kg 
and 4 W/Kg, respectively, averaged over a 15-minute period. 
Sepamte limits are specified for the head, hunk and limbs. The 
board also advises that women should not have an MRI exam 
duringthef&tthreemonthsofpregnancy.~copyofthe~%oard 
Statement on Clinical Magnetic Resonance Diagnostic h e -  
dures,"Documenls of theNRPB, 2, No.1, is available for f5.00 
From: Her Majesty's Stationery OfficePublicationsCenter,PO 
Box 276. London SW8 5DT, U.K., (44+071) 873-9090. 

Micro wave News Bound Editions 
Two volumes, 1981-1985 and 1986-1990, are available 

for $450.00 each. 
Formorc information, contack Louis Slesin at (212) 517-2800. 

- - 
I [ I  I-year subscription (6 bimonthly issues) I 
I for $250.00 ($285.00 Canada & Foreign). I 

[ I  Brnonth trial (3 bimonthly issues) for I 
I $130.00 ($150.00 Canada & Foreign). 1 
I I 
I [ ]  Back Issues, 1981-1990, $95.00 per year I 
I ($100.00 Canada & Foreign). 

[U.S. Funds Please] 
I 

I I 
Order from: Microwave News, PO Box 1799, 1 

1 Grand Central Station, New Yo*, NY 10163, 1 
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EMF Papers 
A clipping service on non-ionizing radiation 
Microwave News now offers EMFPapers. Twice amonth, 
you can receive press clippings and other bulletins with the 
latest news on elecmmagnetic Eelds. Only $lM).M)/month. 

Subscribe today, or send $25.00 for a sample packet 
To order, call: (212) 517-2800. 

I I 
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Swedish Officials Acknowledge 
EMF- Cancer Connection 

New Epi Studies Pr0mp f Policy Shift 
Mitigation Strategies Being Adopted 

On September30, Sweden'sNationalBoard forIndusnialandTechnical 
Development, NUTEK, formally announced that from now on it "will act on 
the there is a between exposure to power 
quency magnetic fields and cancer, in particular childhood cancer." 

The new policy was prompted by two major epidemiological studies, 
released thesameday, whichaddsupport to the proposition that exposures to 
weak electromagnetic fields (EMFs) at homeand on thejob contribute to the 
development of cancer. This is the fust time a national government has 
recognized the EMF-cancer link. 

JaakNllu, thediilorofNUTEK's DepattmentofElechical Safety, told 
Microwave News lhat the new policy will apply primarily to children. "We 
don't yet consider the link proven for adults-this will have to wait for 
detailed investigations from around the world" 

In theresidential slndy, Dr. Anders Ahlbom and Maria Feychting of the 
InstituteofEnvironmentalMedicineattheKaroS~Institutein Stcckholm 
found that children exposed to average fields of 3 mG or more in their homes 

US. Congress Okays $65 Million EMF Research Phz,  seep.2. 

had close to four times the expected rate of leukemia The link to cancer 
among adults was weaker than for children. "The resultsprovide support for 
the hypothesis lhat exposure to magnetic field. increases the risk of cancer," 
they concluded 

Theoccupational study by Dr. BirgiUaFloderus andcoworkers attheDe- 
parunent of Neummedicine at the National Institule of Occupational Health 
(NIOH) inSoh,asuburbofStccWIolm,showedthatmenexposedtoshi~ 
levels of magnetic fields at work had three times the expected incidence of 
chronic lymphccytic leukemia (CLL). 

The studies, which used sophisticated exposure assessments, go a long 
way toward resolving some of the ambiguities that have prompted doubts 
about theEMF-cancer link. Most notably, they identify dose-responserela- 
tionshipsbetween~andEMFexposureandmay explain why previous 
childhccdcancerstudiesfailed loestablish alink with measuredmagnetic fields. 

NUTEK will soon begin work on EMF exposure regulations for new 
homes near power lines and for al l  new electrical facilities, which Nou 
predicted would take about six monfhs tocomplete. He said lhat the standard 

(continued on p.12) 



EMF NEWS 
<< Power Line Talk >, 

The Health Effects Institute's muchdelayed EMF research 
plan will be released by theendof the year,according to Acting 
PresidentDr. Charles Powers. "HEI is never going tostep into 
a scientific area until its board and its scienrific advisers have 
determined that they have something lo contribute," Powers 
told Microwave News, adding that HE1 had not promised the 
plan by a certain dae. Dr. Andrew Sivak, who resigned last 
spring from his positionaspresident of HEI, hadorigindypre- 
dicted that the report would be completed by November 1991. 
After HEI's board reviewed a draft however, an extensive re 
write was undertaken (see MWN. ND91). "HEI is managing 
the creation of therepan directly now,"Powers explained, and 
cambridge-based ~radient ~orp. ,  which coordinated the work 
under Sivak, is no longer involved. Dr. Joe Brain of Harvard 
University's Schoolof Public Healthnow heads theElecbicand 
Magnetic Fields Research Planning Committee: the former 
chair,Dr.RidiardSeUuwofB~venNational~,remains 
a member of the committee. HE1 began its work on EMFs in 
1991 with funding from EPA, which has been considaring the 
creation of a public-priva~e research program (scc MWN. MI 
A91, JIA91 and Sl091). The assessnent of possible research 
directions "willbeusefulirrespectiveofanyadditionalmleHEI 
may play," Powers said. 

<,a ,,,> 

mG at the edge of the right-of-way along the 12.8 mile line, 
which runs between two towns in Bucks and Montgomery 
Counties.FloridaandNewYork havesetright-of-way magnet- 
ic field limits for 230 kV lines at 150 mG and 200 mG, 
respectively (see MWN, M/A88,M/A89, JEW, MIA90and S/ 
090). Interestingly,theFloridasmdard wassetaftertheslate's 
Siting Board denied theFloridaPower Corporation apermit to 
builda500kV line, pending thedevelopmentof magneric field 
exposure limits (see MWN, MIA%). The Pennsylvania PUC 
will probably meet to vote on the case at the end of the fall, 
Frazier said. 

Asubsidbsy of the Irish Electricity Supply Board (ESB)and 
DickRoche,amcmberof the Irishparliamenthaveengagedin 
a stinging exchange over whether the subsidiary is fit to 
investigate a possible -cancer link in North Dublin, since 
the ESB is involved in long-standing disputes over the siting of 
itspowerlines(seeMUU,S/087andM/A89)."ThereisaweU- 
accepted principle that one cannot be the judge in one's own 
case:' quipped Roche in a July 10 l e m  to Gerry Bmn, 
managing director of ESBI Engineering Lul.-a subsidiary of 
the ESB, Ireland's Dublin-based national utility. Breen had 
wriuen to Roche saying that he fwk "grave exception" to re- . . . . . . , . 
mxksRoche had made t h a t a p e d  in thelrishlndependenr, 

A230kV Philadclphii Elecuic Co. (PECO) powerlineshould baauselhey implicdlhathiscompany lacked"professionalim 

sion (PUC) sets ~MFexposurestan&ud.s, PUC adminisuative 
lawjudgeHerbertSmolenmledon A u y s ~  19.Smolensaid he I C0ncJreSS Approves $65 Million I 
made the decision inspiteof the fact thatUno cau~connection EMF Research Proaram 
between biological effects of EMFs and harm to human health 
has been scientScally proven or disproven." The PUC had 
originally approved thc hlity's plan upgrade the line from 
138 kV in 1990 (see MWN, W91).  Residents and citizens 
groups laterpetitioned to have thecase reviewed. ThePUC has 
no plans to regulate exposures, according to spokesman John 
Fmier. On September 14, PECO filed an exception to Smo- 
len's decision-a move that wiU force the full commission to 
review andvoteon the case, Fmier said "Smolencouldn'tfind 
any adverse health efiects, and then he turned around and said 
the line shouldn't be energized," argued PECO spokesman Bill 
Jones. "Why endanger service to so many people when we are 
weU within Florida and New York standards?" Jones fwher 
criticized Smolen's decision for being "disastrous to economic 
deve1opment"intheslateandsaid thatit wouldsetZ'an exueme- 
ly dangerous precedent" Even though the commission may 
decidetoreverseSmolen'sruling,nearby residents haveclaimed 
a victory. "It's a terrific decision," Dorothy English of Parents 
Against an Unsafe Environment (PAUSE) told Microwave 
News. "We have no EMF exposure smdards in Pennsylvania 
and it's great that thePUC recognizes that maybe it's time for 
achange." According toJones. EMFs wouldmeasure about40 

" 
OnOctober8,Congesspassedafar-reaching national 

energy bill that among many other provisions, authorizes 
a $65 million electromagnetic field (EMF) research and 
public information program. As we wenttopress, the- 
ident was expected to sign the b i .  

When the legislation emerged from a House-Senate 
conference cornmiltee, the Deparunent of Energy (DOE) 
hadagaiubeenputinchnrgeofthepmgramandbeengiven 
specifc~nsibilityforengineeringmhTheNation- 
al Institute of Environmental Health Sciences (NIEHS) 
retained responsibility for all health effects research and 
thecommunications component af thepmgm.Theorig- 
inal version of the legislation gave the entire effort to the 
DOE, but it was transferred toNEHS in the biU the House 
passed last May (see MWN, JFP2, MIA92 and MD92). 

The measure provides for $13 million in each of the 
next five yeaqofwhich up to$1 million is forcommunicn- 
tions. Halfofthe fundsate tomefrom nonfederal sources. 

A full repon on the legislation will appear in our next 
issue. 
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and ethical standards." He refutedRoche's claim that it would 
bedinlcult for an ESB subsidiarytogivean"objective apprais- 
al"of its parent company. ESBIEngineering has beenasked by 
aslatemedical officer to assist in measuring EMFs 'om power 
lines in North Dublin. Roche represents County Wicklow. 
which includes N o h  Dublin, in parliament 

ua .s 

The California Energy Commission (CEC) should take steps 
toensure thatpublic exposures topowerlineEMFsdonotgow 
in the future, according to areport by CEC S W  Toxicologist 
Dr. Obed Odcemelam-but Odoemelam also recommends 
that no actionbe taken to lower EMFs from their present levels. 
Reducing magnetic fie1ds"would marka major departure from 
theexisting elechic field-basedapproaches to fieldcontml," the 
repon states. Odoemelam m n s  that there is not enough 
scientific evidence to warrant further mitigation policies. 
"Changes in field conml should be instituted only afterestab- 
lishing the cancer-causing effects of magnetic field exposure 
with a high level of certainty." he writes. The 27-page report 
provides a brief overview of laboratory, cellular and epidemi- 
ological studies on the effectsofEMFsandconcludes that they 
are often unreliableorcontradictory and pennit only "uncertain 
interprefations."Thercport iscareful to note. however, that the 
possibility o f  siignficantbiologicale~fectscannotbediscount- 

ed," and recommends that theCEC continue to support related 
research. The commission has not yet taken a position on the 
issue, nor has it announced plans to do so, CEC Executive 
DitorB.B. Blevins toldMicrownveNews. Toorderacopy of 
High-Voltage TramRmUssion Lines: Summary of Health Effects 
Studies, send $2.10 and a self-addressed mailing label to: 
California Energy Commission, Publication Unit, 1516 Ninth 
St, MS-13, Sacmento, CA 95814. Refer to publication No. 
P7W-92-002. 

a', *. 
Dr. Charles Polk of theuniversity ofRhode Island is organiz- 
ingamini-symposium,"WhereAretheThmhol forBiolog- 
icalEffectso~on-EndogenousLowFrequency,~wIntensity 
EMFs." at the 14th Annual Intermtiom1 Conference of the 
IEEE Engineering in Medicine andBiology Society, tobe held 
in Paris, Fmnce, on October29-November 1. Among the sched- 
uled speakers are Drs. Fkiedemann Kaiser,   en McLeod, 
Jerry PhillipsandBill Pickard ... And Dr. Morando SoKritti 
oflheInstit&of~ncologyin~olo~na,~tal~,is~lannin~ahalf- 
day conference, ELF EMFs and Cancer: A Priority for Re- 
search on November 23 in Carpi, which is near Bologna Dr. 
Anders Ahlbom, Dr. Gary Boorman, Paul Brodeur, Dr. 
Cesare Maltoni and Dr. Sam Milham have been invited to 
give presentations. 

NIEHS A wards 11 TRl$8 Million 
for Animal Studies 

The National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences 
(NIEHS) has signed an $8292,397 contract with the Chicago- 
basedIITResearch Institute (II'IRI) forastudy ofthe possible 
carcinogenic and reproductive effects of 60 Hz magnetic fields 
on labomryanimals.TheeffortmarkstheLargestsetof studies 
ever attempted by a health agency in the U.S. 

In the cancer study-which will use more than 2 . W  rats 
and mice--animals will be exposed to continuous 20 mG, 2 G 
or 10G magnetic ficlds, or to intermittent 10 G magnetic fields 
for up to two years. Researchers will use 100 animals in each 
exposure group, instead of the usual 50, towgive greater sensi- 
tivity in detecting marginal effects of exposure," said Dr. Gary 
Booman, project officer for the study and chief of NIEHS' 
pathology branch. 

Threegencrationsofanimals willbemonitoredintherepro- 
ductive study. Number of litters, number and percent of live 
pups per liuer and mean body weight of live offspring of ex- 
posed parents will be checked. Theoffspring will then be bred, 
and their offspring will be similarly observed. 

The 56-month contract, signed on August 10, will be ad- 
ministered by the NationalToxicology Program (NTP), which 
cwrdinatesresearch for theDepartment of Health and Human 
Services (DHHS): NIEHS is apart of theDHHS. Consrmction 

ofaQmil1ion animal exposuresystembeganinSeptember, and 
the experiments will begin next spring, Booman said. The 
National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) will 
confmthattheexposuresetupiscomt, Boormansaid,noting 
thatMST'svalidation"willaddto the credibility of thestudy." 

Foracopy of theStatementofWorkforthe CondwtofStud- 
ies to Evaluate the Toxic and Carcinogenic Potential of 60 Hz 
Magnetic Fieldr inL&omtoryAnimals for the National Toxi- 
cology Program, contact Thomas Hardee, NIEHS. Contracts 
and Procurements Management Branch, PO Box 12874, Re- 
searchTrianglePark.NC27709,(919)541-0429.Refer~wntra~t 
No. N01-ES-25351. For moreon ihe study, see MWN, SI090. 
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EMF NEWS 

Utility Group Develops Home 
~easuremen t Protocol 

In an effort to help utilities respond to customers' requests. . ataskforceofutilityengineersisdevelopingaprotoc~lf~rEMF 
measurements. "power companies 311 over the country are 
taking readings in different ways," said Peter Jump, a spokes- 
manfortheEdisonElechicInstitute,amemberofthetaskforce. 
''We wanted a standard way of doing them." 

Theprotocol will helpsmallutilitiesthat mightnot havethe 
resources to develop expertise in measuring EMFs, as well as 
thelargercompanies thatareconfronted with growing numbers 
ofrequestsforinformation,explainedKateMaracas,directorof 
the m k  force, formally known as theNational EMF Measure- 
menthotocol Group (NEMPG). Maracas is an environmenlal 
engineerattheSaltRiverhoject.apublicly ownedutilitybased 
in Phoenix. She said thegroup also plans to produce a hllining 
video to accompany the promol, which should be completed 
by the spring of 1993. 

TheInstituteofElechicalandElecmnicsEngineers(IEEE) 
Magnetic Fields Task Force-a subcommittee of IEEE's AC 
fields WorkingGroup-hasbeenworkingcloselywith~~ 
in developing thestandard, Maracas said. The IEEE group will 
publish its own protocol for power frequency fields in January. 

NEMPG was formed last September. Its members include 
utility representatives and three utility h-ade organizations: the 
American Public Power Association, the EdisonElechic Insti- 
tute and the National Rural Elechic Cooperative Associiation. 

Legal Notebook 
PG&E Worker's Family Files EMF Ciaim 

The family of a former Pacific Gas & Electric (PG&E) 
maintenance worker filed a wrongful death claim against the 
noahern California utility on August 10, charging that the 
electrician's fatal leukemia was caused by hison-the-job expc- 
sure to EMFs John Lacey, who died in February at the age of 
40, had workedat various substations in the San Francisco Bay 
area &om 1971 to 1981; his leukemia was diagnosed in 1990, 
ac~rdiing to his attorney, Flora Chu of the San Francisco fm 
of Hawes & Chu. Chu said that she might also bring apersonal 
injury suit on the family's behalf. 

Lacey's duties for PG&E included inspecting and reading 
meters on elechical equipment and checking devices in under- 
ground vaults, according to astipulation of facls signed by Chu 
andPG&E's lawyer,Carl Allen. EMFs from switching devices 
in such vaults can reach 37 G, according to measurements 
commissioned by the International Brotherhood of Elechiwl 
Workers (IBEW) Local 1245, based in Walnut Creek, CA. 
IBEW's Landis Marttila told Microwave News that union 
members are concerned about EMFs and that they are consid- 
ering assembling a cancer registry for utility workers. 

PG&E is reviewing Lacey's job records and medical histo- 

EMF Measurement Guides 
Dr. Gmger Morgan of Camegie Mellon University 

has wriuen a new booklet. Me11sun'ngPowerFrequency 
Fields, which offers adviceon EMF surveys in the home 
and workplace. The guide is for individuals who ask ex- 
perts to take readings for them or who plan to take mea- 
surements themselves. Morgan and his colleagues, in- 
cluding Drs. Jack Adams, Baruch Fischhoff and I n d i  
Nair, are also working on a second booklet, which is 
meant to beconsultedafterasurvey hasbeen done. Mok- 
ing Sense o w  ofMeasuremenfsofEiectric andMagnetic 
Fields offers ways of interpreting the fmdings and re- 
views EMF health risks The second booklet will be 
available in a couple of months. 

Camegie MeUon has M h u t e d  more than 100,000 
copies of its original booklet, Electric and Magnetic 
Fieldsjiom60HertzElecfricPower: What Do We Know 
AboutPossible Health Risk? sinceit was first published 
in 1989. 

To order the measurement guides, contact Depart- 
mentofEngineehgandPuhlicPolicy, Camegie Mellon 
University, Piusburgh,PA 15213. Prices werenot avail- 
able as we went to press. 

ry, according to PG&E spokesman Scott Blakey. It is looearly 
in the investigation to say "anything meaningful" about the 
case, Blakey said. In March, awashiington Stateagency reject- 
ed a claim that a Seattle City Light electrical worker's death 
&om leukemia wascaused by hisexposuretoEMFs(seeMWN, 
MD92). That decision has been appealed. 

A Change in the Course of EMF Litigation? 
Mounting evidence of a potential link between EMFs and 

health hazards is likely to change the course of EMF personal 
injury litigation, writes Kristopher Brown in the March 1992 
issue of the Boston Universify Law Review. 

Owners and manufacturers of equipment that generates 
EMFs will find it increasingly difficult to argue that they were 
unawareof therisksassociated withEMFsand,asaresult, they 
will face a greater threat of liability under negligence and strict 
product liabiity laws, Brown predicts. 

Meanwhile,plaintiffs willcontinue to face thedifflcult m k  
of proving causation-the connection between exposure to 
EMFs and injury-asscientifc evidenceon thesubjectremains 
inconclusive and courts may decide not to admit EMF expert 
teslimony, funher hindering plaintiffs' efforts, according to 
Brown. Judges have rejected such testimony in the past due to 
a lack of scientific evidence (see, for example, MWN. JIA92). 

"The EMF debate is not likely to be resolved in the neat 
future,"Brownconcludes,"~utl unlessseriousconsiderationis 
soon given to these complex questions, EMF psonal injury 
litigation is destined to become a legal quagmire." 
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HIGHLIGHTS 
Are Navy Communications Towers Responsible for 

Hawaiian Childhood Leukemia Cluster? 
A cluster of childhood leukemia cases neara Navy subma- 

rinecommunicationsfacility intheWaianaeCoastsectionofthe 
island of Oahu, HI continues to defy attempts to pinpoint a 
cause. But recent reports by the Hawaii Department of Health 
@OH) and by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
@PA) addevidenccthatthecluster,fmtinvestigatedinthemid- 

1 1980s. was not due to chance and might be related to radiohe- 
quency (RF) radialion emissions from the Navy facility, which 
is known as Lualualei. 

TheDOHinvestigation,aca~e-controlstudy of 14children 
who were diagnosed with leukemia between 1977 and 1990, 
found that the incidence of the disease was hinher among 

dence of leukemia but cautioned that, "We do not haveenough 
knowledge to link the two causally." 

"I don't think the cluster is a chance event," Dr. Gemaud 
Maskarinec,coauthorof theDOHreport, told MicrowaveNews. 
She added that childhood leukemia rates in the area have been 
normal in recent years. 

Overall, the 14 cases constitute a statistically significant 
doubling of the expected number, based on childhood leukemia 
rates for the state. But the researchers found that the greatest 
cause for concern was in a three-year period: seven children 
werediagnosedwithleukemiafmm 1982to 1984." These... cases 
are unusual in several respects," the report explains, because: 

children who lived closer to Lualualei. This fmding was not . Five of wi acute non-~ymph~ytic leukemias, statistically significant, butelevatedoddsmtios wereidentified while three out of four childhood leukemias statewide are of the 
for all six variables the researchers used to assess proximity to lymphocy~ic type. 
Lualualei.The WHreportconcludedthattheremavbea"weak Six of the cases were eirls. whilechildhood leukemiais usuallv 

Tmnsmitters in Scotland 
A cluster of childhood leukemia has also been docu- 

mented in Thurso, on the north coast of Scotland, near a 
U.S. Navy communications facility. This cluster has 
prompted several studies-primarily examining ionizing 
radiation-which have yielded few answers. No detailed 
investigation of RF radiation from the Navy complex, in 
Forss, has yet been done. 

An extensive analysis of a possible connection with 
ionizingradiation from an&y nuclear fuel reprocessing 
plantatDounreay wascompletedin 1988 by theCommit- 
tee on Medical Aspects of Radiation in the Environment 
(COMARE), a government-sponsored p e l .  The report 
concluded that the elevated cancer rates could not be 
linked toradiation'omthenuclearfiicility: "Conventional 

association" between proximity to the transmi~ers&d the inci- somewhat more mmmk boys than in girls. 
Four of these girls were between nine and twelve yerm old at 

A number of possible causes for lhi cluster have been 
mised: RF radiation from Lualualei; benzene fmm used motor 
oil; pesticide-contaminated milk; some other, unloiown carci- 
nogenic chemical, or exposure to a carcinogen in combination 
with RF emissions from Lualualei. 

Dr. Bruce Anderson. DOH'S deputy d i t o r  for environ- 
mental health admimisnation, saidin an interview that he is less 
concerned about the Lualualei transmitters than he is about 
possibleexposure to carcinogenic chemicals, such as benzene. 
"There was a lot of used motor oil king brought to that com- 
munity:' he said, explainiig that a waste-oil hauler had o p  
emtions there. Rather than disposing of the oil, the hauler 
sprayed it on roads to keep dust down and gave large amounts 
to area residents, some of whom used it on their farms. The 
wasteoil, found in 55-gallon drums on property throughout the 
area, is the object of a DOH-led cleanup effort begun in 1991. 

Similar Cluster Near US. Navy 

I doseand risk estimates sugga  thalncidicrauthorised nor DOH researchers considered !he waste oil problem but did 
accidenlul [ndioxtivel dischargescould bercspnsiblc." not analyze it in the case-control study. "I cannot think of a 

diagnosis. [while the] peak age of onset for childhood leukemias 
is mound three years. 

But the report also argued that the cluster was not a practical way to assess exposure;" Maskarinec said I chceoccurrence. Beween 19'79 and 1984. sixchildren I The possibility that emissions Fmm Lualualei could be 

I developed leukemia-a statistically significant increase. harmful has worriednearby residents formore than adecnde. In 
The panel noted that, "These are extreme results and lhi I 1982, m t i n g  to their concerns, the Navy measured radiation 
is a remarkable observation." 

A follow-up study by the Scottish Health Service, 
published in 1991, failed to establish a link between the 
children's leukemia and their fathers' exposure to nuclear 
radiation at the Dounreay plant 

TheNavy'sForss transmitter facility is located about 
halfway between the Dounreay nuclear station and the 
town of Thurso. 

within the boundaries of its facility and declared that there was 
no health risk (see MWN. JlA82). By 1985, however, the un- 
usual occurrence of childhood leukemia had been noticed and 
was brought to the attention of the Cancer Research Center of 
Hawaii, which ran a preliminary investigation; the center rec- 
ommended further study, includingmeasurements ofRFexpo- 
sures (see MUU, MIJ87). In the summer of 1990, U.S. Sen. 
Daniel Akaka @-HI) and a state legislator held separate hear- 
ings that addressed Lualualei. Shortly thereafter, the DOH 
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HIGHLIGHTS 

EPA May Return to RF/MW Limits 
TheEnvironmen!aIProtection Agency (EPA) is con- 

sidering resuming workon setting safety limits forhuman 
exposures to radiofrequency and microwave (RFFrw) 
radiation. EPA stopped developing the limits-com- 
monly known as RFiMW guidance-in 1988. 

"We are currently evaluating the need for the guid- 
ance," Margo Oge, the director of EPA's OfficeofRadi- 
ation Programs (ORP), announcedat a Senate hearing on 
police radar on August 10 in Washington (see p.7). EPA 
is also plannimg to holdaconferenceon the healtheffects 
of RF radiation, she said. 

Following the hearing, Sen. Joseph Lieberman @- 
CT) urgedEPAAdminis~torWillhReilly 'lo takeup 
the development of [the RFIMWJ guidance again." This 
wasthesecondtimefhis yearthatEPAwasaskedtoretum 
to thequestion ofRFiMW exposure limits. Accompany- 
ing its review of the agency's cancer report, EPA's Sci- 
ence Advisory Board recommended that the agency 
"complete its efforts with regard to p / M W  radiation] 
and issue exposure guidelines independent of present is- 
sues pertaining to lower frequencies" (see MWN. JIA91 
and JIF92). 

At the end of September, Many Halper, the director 
of ORP's Radiation Studies Division, told Microwave 
News that theEPAconference, which is tentatively sched- 
uled for April, will address R F m  bioeffects and cost- 
benefitissues."If thoseat theconferenceperceivea need 
for the guidance, we'll do it," he said. 

Inaninterview,Ogesaid, "Itwillbeimportant forthe 
agency to finalize its work" 

EPAbegan workon theguidancein thelate 1970sand 
was set to propose a 100 pW/cm2 limit for 353GO MHz 
radiation in 1984 when the agency's policy office forced 
a delay (see MWN, Jun84 and JIA84). EPA continued to 
work on the standard but abandoned the effon in 1988 
(see MWN, JIA86 and SI088). 

began i s  investigation,asking EPA W measure the RFndiation 
ncar the Navy facility (see MWN. S/090 and J/F91). 

TheRFemissions from Lualualei are uncommon,since the 
Navy transmitters are used for long-distance communications 
withsubmarines andare found inonly threeotherU.S.commu- 
nities, according to EPA. The Navy uses equipment operating 
in the very low frequency 0, low frequency (LF) and high 
frequency (HF) ranges (see box p.7). 

"VLFclectricand magnetic fields wen:stuciicdmuch more 
intensively than fields at olher frequencies because of the high 
power of this hansmilter," according to the report, which was 
prepared by Edwin Mantiply of EPA's National Air and Radi- 
ation EnvironmenlalLaboratory in Montgomery,AL. The VLF 
transmitteroperatescontinuously at 23.4 kHz, withanoutputof 

6 

512 kW. Mantiply also sampled electromagnetic fields from 
power lines at several outdoor locations in the community. 

Mantiply found electric field strengths as high as 82 V/m 
from the VLF transmiuer, and magnetic fieldstrengths as high 
as 99 mA/m, in an open area just outside the facility. In a 
telephone interview, he said that in the adjacent communities 
"people do get exposed to 80 V/m outdoors,"addmg that, "you 
see60Vlm in wideareas."But theEPAreportwasnotdesigned 
to assess typical exposures, and no measurements were taken 
indoors or near the residences of those who developed leuke 
mia. "Theobjectwas togain someunderslandingof field levels 
in the community rather than conduct a detailed exposure 
assessment," the report states. The results are genemlly consis- 
tent with che measurements the Navy made in 1982. 

Some significant questions about this cluster remain unan- 
swered. For example, the DOH investigators noted in their 
report that four of the children with leukemia lived in Quonset 
huts-WWII surplus buildings which have cormgated metal 
rwfs in a half-cylinder shape. There are several hundred such 
buildings usedas homes in the area Maskarinec said she could 
reach no conclusions about this findig. "I'm tempted to ~ n k  
it's a surrogate for something else," she said-perhaps time 
spent outdoom, since Quonset huts are presumably less com- 
fonable than other homes, or exposure to some toxic chemical 
ormelal. Shesclidthatshewouldexpect these buildingstoshield 
their occupants againstradiation fiomLnalualei butaddedthat, 
"It would be a good idea to measure there." 

EPXs Mantiply said the Quonset huts would affect RF 
exposures."Thcy couldbe your best shieldor your worstnight- 
mare," he said "It alI depends on how they are built" If the 
metal roof is well gounded, it will function as a shield. If it is 
not, he explained, it will work much like an antennaand could 
"be a strong source of VLF current" for someone who came in 
directcontactwith iL Heemphasiithathehad not investigat- 
ed these buildings. 

The DOH investigators also explored the possibility that 
something unusualhadhappenedat theLuaiualei facility totrig- 
gertheleukemiaw~thatocc~~~edfrom 198210 1984.They 
searched a newspaper index and found that maintenance prob- 
lemsanddisrepairledtothef~ngofthemaintenancecontractor 
at Lualualei in early 1981, but they were hesitant to draw any 
conclusionshom this. "Onehypothesisabuttheeffecsofelec- 
tromagneuc radintion suggests intermittent or irregular ex- 
posures may be more harmful than conlinuous exposures:' the 
report stares. "However, a real association between the leuke- 
mia cluster and the events in 1981 appears unlikely because of 
the short incubation period" 

Another episode from the early 1980s wasnotaddremdby 
the DOH. In January 1982, milk supplies on the islandofoahu 
were found to havebeen accidentally contaminated with hepta- 
chlor,apesticidethathadbeensprayedonpinenpplel~vesused 
as feed for dairy cattle. The tainted milk was sold for at least 57 
days before a general recall was begun, according to arepart in 
Science (217, pp.137-140, July 9,1982). Several expertsaxe 
concerned that infants in particular will suBera heightened risk 
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RF Radiation from Lualualei 
The following are ihomnximumfieldssaengrhs as  measured by 
EPAoutside theboundaricsof theLualualeiNaval RadioTrans- 
mission Facility: 

Electric Magnetic 
Field Field 

VLF (23.4 kHz) 82 Vlm 99 d m  
LF (146.1 kHz) 05 Vlm 0.9 d m  
HF 0-30 MHz*) 8.8 V/m = d m  
From: EPA. Measwemenls ofElectricdMagneric Fie& in 
the Waiaw,  Hawaii Area, 1992. 
* Various frequencies. 

of leukemia or liver disorders:' the article slated. J/A89,N/D90 andJ/A91).Noneof thesestudieshasspecifically 
DOH'S Anderson said he does not believe that the hepta- addressed VLF radiation, however. nor did the DOH look into 

chlor contamination could be associated with the cluster since such combined effects. In the mid-1980s. the DOH found that 
"the milk problem was an island-wide problem" and the cluster peopleliving nextto radio andTV broadcasttowem in Honolulu 
just appeared in the Waianae Coast section. had elevated rates of cancer (see MWN, MIJ87). 

Several recent studies have suggested that electromagnetic If a chiid had ever lived within 2.2 miles of the Lualualei 
radiation can act synergistically with b o w  chemical tumor facility,orlivedwithin2.6milesjustbeforediagnosisoratbirth, 
promoters to accelerate. thedevelopment of cancer (seem,  the leukemia risk was more than double that of the connols. 

Residence within 2.6 miles of the tmsmitters in 1981 yielded 
ariskmorethanthreetimes thatoftheconhols,asdidasummary 
index used toassess proximity toLualualei. A history of cancer 
in the family also showed an association with the incidence of 
leukemia. None of the fmdings in the case-control study 
achieved statistical signiEicance. 

The DOH report, Investigation of Childhood Leukemia on 
the Waianae Com1977-1990, is available from: Hawaii DOH, 
Communication Office, 1250 Punchbowl Street, Honolulu, HI 
96813, (808) 586-4442. The EPA report, Measurements of 
Electric and Magnetic Fields in the Waianoe, Hawaii Area 
(4M)R-92009, July 1992),isavailablefrom: EPA,NationalAii 
and Radiation Environmental Laboratory, 1504 Avenue A, 
Montgomery, AL 361 15, (205) 270-3400. 

Congress Directs NIOSH To Study Police Radar-Cancer Link 
The U.S. Congress has d i i t e d  the National Institute for Microwave News that NIOSH "seems willing to move for- 

Occupational Safely and Health (NIOSH) to begin an epidemi- ward," but added that the legislation does notrequire thestudy. 
ologieal study of the possible link between police radar useand Funding would come from the agency's general operating 
cancer. budget, she said. 

Atasenate hearing in August,scientists,radarmanufaclur- NIOSH's Dr. Bryan Hardin endorsed the study at the 
ers,federalhealthofficialsandpoliceofficers~voicedsupport Augusthearingandsaidthat"cautionintheuseofradugu ns... is 
for a federal study. Such an effort was frst proposed b y ~ e n .  prudent" until more research is done. In materials sent to Lie- 
ChristopherDoddandshonglypromotedby Sen.JosephLieber- berman in late August, NIOSH estimated that the study would 
man-both Democrats from Connecticut 

"Senator Dodd and I are going to stickwith this until we get 
some answer$"Lieberrnan said at the August 10 hearing of the 
SenateGovemmental Affairs Commirtee'sad hoc subcommit- 
lee on consumer and environmental affairs, which he chairs. 

"There'sapatiencelevelof [how muchdelayl we'lltolerate 
here, and it's about to run out," Dodd added, after announcing 
that the National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences 
hadrespondedtohisMay requestforasludy by sayingonly that 
it might do a feasibility study (see MWN, M/A92). 

Sen. John Glenn (D-OH), chairman of the committee, who 
also participated in the hearing, said that he is "extremely 
disturbed" about reported links between police radar use and 
cancer (see MWN, J/A91, SD91 and M/A92). 

Afterthe hearing,Lieberman, Dodd,Glennand Sen.Dennis 
DeConcini (D-AZ) asked the Senate Appropriations Commit- 
tee subcommittee on labor, health and human services and 
education to fund the study.The subcommittee did notearmark 
funds for a study but added language to appropriations legisla- 
tion for NIOSH urging the agency to conduct one. An aide to 
Sen. Tom Harkin (D-L4), who chairs the subcommittee, told 

cost $1.7 million and take three to five years. 
Lieberman hasasked theEnvironmentalProtection Agency 

"Wow!" 

I Atonepoint duringthehearing,Sen.Liebermanasked 
Dr. Ross Adey what other technologies might pose health I 
risks if police radar is indeed a cancer threat 

Adey l i i e l e c h i c  blankets, microwaveovens,radio- 
frequency sealen and cellularphones, which he said can 
produce "a quite high field in the brain." 

"Wow! There'salottobewomedabouthere:'Lieber- 
man said, acknowledging a moment later that his response 
was "non-senatorial." 

Adey's point was reinforced by a lerrer Lieberman re- I ceivedfollowing the hearing from Dr. Eleanor Adairofthc I 
John Pierce Laboratory in New Haven, CT, who is skep 
tical of police radar hazards. She wrote: "If you accept the 
indictment that radar guns produce cancer, then you must 
so indict every similar device." 
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HIGHLIGHTS 
(EPA) toaansfertoNIOSHsomeof the$1.8million in unspent 
funds that EPA received last year for electromagnetic field 
(EMF) research (seeMWN, JIA92). On August 13, Lieberman 
wrote to EPA Admiismtor William Reilly urging the agency 
to transfer the money "so that NIOSH can initiate this needed . study at theearliestpossibletime."InaSeptember21 response. 
EPA's assistant adminismtot for R&D, Dr. Erich Bretthauer, 
declined, for the present, to release any funds. 

The study was backed by John Kusek, a vice president of 
Kustom Signals Inc., one of thenation's largest manufacturers 
of police radar devices, though he maintained that police radar 
is not hazardous. In hi testimony, Kusek explained that, "We 
feel research would substantiate our view of the risk." He de- 
fended the safety of Kustom's radar units on the basis of the 
1991 Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE) 
exposureguidelines, which hesaid weredesigned tobe"ascon- 
servative as possible" (see MWN. ND91). 

Kusek also disclosed that his company has sued Connecti- 
cut to block the ban on hand-held radar units that the state en- 
actedearlierthii year(seebelow).Abaut30%of allpoliceradar 
units are hand-held, he estimated. 

Dr. Ross Adey of the Vetems Admihation Hospital in 
LomaLind;lCAtestifiedthatlow-powerradarsourcescouldbe 
harmful. Citing recent findings by Germany's Drs. Werner 
Gmndler and Friedemann Kaiser, Adey suggested that it may 
not be possible to define a threshold below which radar emis- 
sionsaresafe. "Clearresponsesoccunwiat incident field levels 
of 5 pimwaus/cm2, about one million times below field levels 

- - - 1 Radar Manufacturer Sues Connecticut 1 
Kustom Signals Inc. of Lenexa, KS has filedsuit against 

Connecticut Governor Lowell Weicker and other state offi- 
cials. challenging the slate's ban on hand-held radar. In its 
August 7 complninr. Kustorn said thar the law violates the 
company's constitutional rights and was passed "without 
credible scienfic suppo~" 

Connecticut enacted the taw on June 1 to'pmtectpolice 
officasfiom rheriskofcancacaused by theuseofhand-held 
radar devices." according to Sen. Joseph Lieberman (see 
MWN, MIA92 andM/J92).The senator told MicrowaveNovs 
that he is confident the ban will be upheld adding that it is a 
"moderate, reasomble response" ln he threat police officers 
face when they use hand-heldradar. 

Kustom Signals, a leading manufacturer of traflic radar, 
argued in its c i h  thnt'hon-iodzhg emissions from hand- 
held radar dcvices are very low, and exposure cvcn ar thc 
closcsl possible distance to themdoes no1 constilute ah-d 
to human heal &....It is not reasonable to conclude from the 
existing data that radiofrequency exposun: b m  hand-held 
radar devices is a cause of cancer!' 

Thedefendants in the suit havenot yetbeenserved Kus- 
tomhas 12OdaysGomthetimetheclaimwasfi1edinU.S.Dis- 
hict Court in Hdord IO notify Weicker and othcrs formally 
ahoutthewmplaint; otherwise, itcouldbedismir;sed William 
Ruppert, chairman and CEO of Kustom Signals, did not re- 
spond to repeated telephone calls from MicrowmeNovs. 

permitted" under the IEEE guideline, Adey said, conc1ud'ig 
that the standard, which permits exposures to 5 mW/cm2 at 
police radar frequencies, is too lenient. 

Asked by Lieberman whether police officers have "a legit- 
imatecause to wony," Adey respanded that policeradar"may 
carry asignificant biological and biomedicalrisk basedonbath 
the physical evidence and the biological evidence." 

Henry Kuesof theJohnsHopkinsUniversity AppliedPhys- 
icsLab(JHU-APL) inL?uml,MDdescribed hisresearch on the 
effects of microwaves on the eye(see MWN, SD91). He noted 
that, under c e h n  circumstances, police officers using hand- 
heldradarareexposed tolevels higher ihanthoseallowedunder 
the 1WpWlcm2JHU-APLexposurestandard(seeMWN.D84). 

John Rankine, a member of the IEEE's standards board, 
said he doubts police radar is harmful. But he added that he 
views anecdotal reports of an association between police radar 
and cancer "with mncem" and supports a study. Rankine said 
the 1991 IEEE standard was written by "he most open,best at- 
tendedand best qualified committee" among the hundreds that 
have developed IEEE standards. 

Police officers testifying at the hearing urged Lieberman 
and Dcdd to make sure the fedenl study gets done. "Senators, 
you are our last best hope," Ohio State Trooper Gary Poynter 
testified. Poynter's compilation of cancer incidence among 
police officers fust brought the police radar issue to national 
attention. He noted that the total number of cancer cases he has 
cataloged is now 168. up from the 89 cases he had identifiedas 
of last spring (see MWN, MIA91 and MlA92). 

Windsor Locks, CT policeman Thomas Malcolm, whose 
testicular cancer is in remission, showed the senators at the 
hearing how he had rested the radar unit near hi w i n  without 
turning it off (see MWN, SS/091). He also urgedLieberman and 
Dcdd to act  "If I can save one more police officer, then I've 
done my job. If you can force a study, then you've done your 
job," he said. 

Sam Franzo, representing the International Bmthethd  of 
Police Officers in Rocky Hill, CT, said that hi union supports 
a national ban on the use of police ndaraansmiuers insidecars. 
"We just want the antenna outside the car and a national study. 
What's the big deal?" he asked. 

VDT Foundation Establishes 
Health Research Center at JHU 

The Johns Hopkins University (IHU) School of Hygiene 
andPublic Health in Baltimore has beenselectedtomntheCen- 
ter for VDT and Health Research on behalf of the VDT Health 
ResearchFoundation (HRF'). Dr.Ronald Gray, aphysician and 
epidemiologistwi~abackgroundinreproductivehealth issues, 
was named director, and Dr. Paeick Breysse, a well-known 
EMF researcher, was named associate director. 

Gny told Microwave News that a high priority will be an 
examination of what parameters of video display terminal 
(VDT) EMFs are important for studies of human health. The 
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center may hosta workshopon this topicnext year. Gray noted, 
however, thatit is tooearly tosay precisely whatmixof studies 
the center will pursue. 

An advisory board with ten to twelve members will select 
the center's projcccs, he explained. The board should be com- 
plete s w n a n d  will hold its fmt meeting later this year a early 
next year. It will include "some outstanandig people" on expo- 
sureassessment, as wellas experts on epidemiology,ergonom- 
ics and stress, G n y  said. 

The JHU School of Hygiene and Public Health has, in the 
past, been involved in research on cancer and occupational 
exposure to EMFs. Breysse has wotked with Dr. Genevieve 
Mitanoskionamajorstudy ofcanceramong telephone workers 
(seeMWN,N/D89andJ/A91). JHUresearchers willbeallowed 
to compele for fundimg h m  the center, Breysse said. 

Launched last winter by IBM Corp., Apple Computer Inc. 
and Compaq Computes Coxp. (see M W N .  M/A92), the VDT 

FROM THE FIELD 
BPA Updates EMF Guidelines 

Following the recommendationr of irssEMF lark force, the Bon- 
nevillePower Adminisrrorion (BPA) h a  up&led irs EMF~~guidelim. 
last revised in 1988. "Where EMFls] had been one of the m y  
comiderationrindesign andlocafwn ofnew BPA fmiliIies,[they me] 
mwamiordecision faclor." occordine toamemotha accomanied 
rhe new guidelines. ?he full text of the 1992 Bonncville &rim 
Guidelines on EIcctric and Mametic Fields. which went info effect in .. 
June, appears klol~. F O ~  t& +mion, conroct: Dr. J U ~  ~ e p .  
BonnwiNePmerA&m'nistralion. PO Box 3621 IEFB). Porrland.OR 

Recognizing 
that public mncan is increasing o v a  potential health effects of 

EMFs and that this concan is important to BPA, 
that a clear course of action cannot be detesmined from present 

scientific evidence and - thatdefining andaddressing any risksassociated withEMFs is the 
responsibility of the entiresociety, whichvalues both the availabil- 
ity of energy and t l~e well-being of its citizens. 

BPA adopts the following revised interim guidelines govcming its 
practices with regard to electric and magnetic ficlds. As new informa- 
tion bccomcs available. h s e  guidelines will be reexamined. Such 
reexamination will occur at least evcry two yenrs. 
1. Because it appcars that it will take several more years before 
sufficient scientilic data is available to establish whether EMFs are a 
threattopublicor workerhealth. itdoesnotappearprudentat this time 
for BPA to modify existing electrical field standards or establish 
numerical field sstrengtb standards for magnetic fields produced by 
BPA facilities. 
As states in therecion review the issue of EtvIFs and mnsiderlimits 
on these fields, BFA wit1 participate in the plows. BPA will adopt 
practices cnnsistau with EMF standards in such states. to the maxi- 
mum extent practicable. 
2. BPA willwNinuetosuppartR&Defforts&aling withEMFissues. 
3. In arriving at design and location choices for new transmission 
facilities: 
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HRF has so f z  failed to enlist support from other c o r p t i o n s  
to expandiu;resmrchfunding b- goal of the organization. 
Somecomputer makers may be apprehensive about pointing to 
a problem, said Philip Shellhaas, director of public policy pro- 
gtams for IBM and executive d i i t o r  of the foundation. In an 
interview at  the Work With Display Unifs '92 conference in 
Berlin in early September. Shellhaas said there may also be a 
concern "that any research that is spansored by industly would 
be seen as lesscredible than wotkdone by a governmentagency 
l i ieMOSR" He said ihat the foundation is presently talking to 
a "short list" of six or eight inwesled companies, and that he  
hopes to attract international support 

To date, the foundation has commitled to providing the 
research center with about $2.25 million over three year;. 

Columb'iaUniversity,HarvzdUniversity,theUniversityof 
CalifomiaandtheUniversity ofTexas hadalsobeenconsidered 
for the center. 

EMFexwsureshallbeamaiord&isionfactortobebalanced with 
olhcr major decision factors (such as reliability). - Acmrdinelv.BPhsl~allsccktokeeoEMFexwsures aslow ason: - < .  
reasonably nchievable, wnsidcring social, eumomic and envimn- 
mental factors. 

BPA will consider both existing mitigation techniques (such as 
developing 811emative facility locations; increasing right-of-way 
widrhs; altering line or tower gmmelxy; using higher voltages to 
reduce current levels; and undergrounding) and developing tech- 
nology. The practicability of thcse options will bedeiermined on a 
case-bv-case basis. 

4. ~herc~rafticdallrmativesexis~publicandemployceexposureto 
EMFs should not be i n c d  bv any BPA otxrations. oractices or - - . &  
actions. 
5. BPA employees will be kept informed on a m m t  research and 
infmaiion. 

. 
exposures in &ing outiheir jobs. 
7. BPA will actively seek to inform md involve affected customers 
and the public in BPA project development, including evaluarion of 
sitingfactorssuchasEMFs.BPAwillcontinuetodevelopappropriate 
educational materials and to respond to requests from the public for 
information or measurement of EMFs associated with the BPA 
ennSmission system. 
8. BPA will involve ks utility customers and the public in its policy 
&liberations on EMFs. 

Radar and Nerve Damage: 
A WWII Veteran's Case Report 

To the Editor: 

During Wmld War U, I served in the U.S. Navy as an aviation 
radar specialist assigned to an airborne antisubmarine brwch of the 
Atlantic Fleet 

For three years. I worked on S-band (2-4 GHz) airborne search 
radvlmits htwereratedat50kWpeakpower(36 W averagepower). 
Inasm~shopsetupforthep~se,Iservicedandfestedthcseradan, 



FROM THE FIELD 
often using something h o w  as an echo box-a cylindrical cavity 
that simulated echoes when placed in the radar beam. The echo box 
requiredtuningadjustmwtsduringthispmcedure.forcingmeto work 
directly in h t  of the radiating antenna. 

Dlning training I was never told of any microwave exposure 
hazards, and in fact1 was taught this specificmainmanceproced~lre. 
which required extmsivc, direct exposure to microwaves. I would 
commonly spendan hourortwo ataheinthebeamof theradiating 
antama 

Generally, the right side of my head was nearest the radnr 
anlcnna-juit fow f&t away. At lhir disfancc, the radar had a bee- 
spm ficldinlcnsityof aboul32mWlcm'.Burlbelicvchlnummus - 
most imponant. thcradlusignals were intensified by a two-inch mcwl 
denture1 wore on thc right side ofmy mouth-with tlle result hat the 
adjacent facial n m e  &sue was thermally injured. 

Mv nave i n i w  occurred suddenlv in late 1944. After w i c i n a  
aradgwith the && box procedure. a;welling developed under m i  
rieht maxillary bone prominence, iwt above the location of the 
dinme. sooni found&atmy facc w&insensitive to touchnroundthe 
swelling. I assumcd it was an insect bite. After a week or two. the 
swelling receded but a sense of facial numbness on the right side 
remained and has persisted to this day. 

I began to drwl salivaunwntroUably and dribble fwdout of the 
right sideof my mouth. Feeling at the time that this was a tempray 
but ~ersonal ailment that should be hidden from mv veers and mv . . 
supkors to avoid ridicule and possible discrimination in advan&- 
menf I deve lod  ways lo hide mv iniurv from othas. 

When1 was dischhrged fmm ihc Navy in 1946, my wife saw my 
wndition and insistd that I consult with the family doclor, who 
promptly directedmcto anemlogist.Thcncumlogis~perfomed~- 
tcnsivc navc tests. X-ray sludics and a spinal lam and hc hnd lissue 
removed &om the right maxillary sinus f o ~ c x m ~ a t i o n  He wnclud- 
ed that the fifrh seventh, and, to a lesser degree. third naves were 
damaged and said he believed thatdemyelina>on had occurred.~his 
doctor foundno evidenccof a tummordisease, but he remarked that 
theonsetof theconditionandother symptoms reminded him of anX- 

UPDATES 
BROADCAST TOWERS 

Expansion Limits...Health concerns are keeping the debate 
over radio and television towers alive in Seattle. In August, the 
city enacted a height limit that is designed, according to City 
Councilwoman Sue Donaldson, to keep new "super towers" 
from bemg built and to pmvide an incentive for broadcasters to 
move their facilities to nonresidential areas. Theordinance sets 
an overall height limit of 1,100 feet above sea level, which is 
about 100 feet higher than the tallest existing towers, and 
specifies other restrictions on expansion. Donaldson, chair of 
the city's land-use committee and the sponsor of the measure. 
told Microwave News that the cap would "keep a speculative, 
veIytalltowerfromcomingin."She wasrefeningtoaproposed 
1,COO-foot tower-rising 1,400 feet above sea level-that 
couldhaveencoungedolherbroa~~~in theareato increase 
the height of their existing towers. Don Wikhson, d i i t o r  of 
engineering for KOMO television, said that his station has had 
phsincethemid-1980s toraiseitsexistingtowerto 1,350feet 

ray or diathermy exposure injury. 
i rclald the story of my radar capaswe but the doctor expressed - . . 

thoughthesymptomsremainedan&Ibelieve,prcsentedhandicaps in 
my relationships with employers and social contacts. 

I developed eye problems that can be c+mnected to my radar 
exposureas well: bilolaalcalaracls andretinaldelachments. My right 
eye conjunctiva had no feeling (as a result of the damage to the fifth 
nerve), and this eye had rerinal lesions. seriously resuicting the 
sharpness of my vision and my field of view. 

In 1976.32 vears aflermv microwave exwsunts. I read anews 
article by 1;k .indcrson revialing to lhe p;blic lor the f i t  time 
evidence of iniuries u, World War II veterans who worked on radp. 
Noting similiities withmy omneural andvisualdisorders. I sought 
and obtnined new neurolocical and cyc exminalions.This h e .  the 
doctorsconcluded that the~animeexposures wen: the logical cnuse. 
Thc ncural disorder was believed to bc the result of a lhcrmal lesion 
produced by focused microwave radiation in thevicinity of themetal 
denture that I wore. 

I then mewed and mesented claims to Ihe Veterans Adminisun- - -~ ~~ 

tion(~~)~~rhththoe;eandnaveinjuries. ~fterseverddenials and 
subseouent amal s  over a Deriod of 14 vears. the VA aereed u, mv . . 
claim ;or eye injuries, but flatly diiag& thal the ne&pathy hA 
anything to do with microwaves. VA officials argued that it was im- 
possible to prove thnt my exposure could havebeen "excessive:'and 
they clsimed that thae is no scientifrcaly or medically remgnized 
link between exposure to minowave radiation and peripheral (facial 
area) cranial nerve damace. 

1 nmnow 75 years ol=agc, and I stilllive with my neural disorder 
and still believe that it resullcd from being ex~osed to rndar micro- 
waves.Ihope topmveitsomehow. ifonly Lbt;refitafullerscientific 
and medical undersfanding of injuries such as mine. 

Sincerely, 
John McWade 

67690 Gntina Rd. 
Cathedral City. CA 92234 

above sea level. With this move now blocked, W i n s o n  
explained, the station may have difficulties in accommodating 
new broadcast technologies such as highdefiition television. 
But W i n s o n  argued that the new ordinance wilI not force the 
station to move its facility to a less-populated location outside 
thecity,stating that the towers for all local TV stations "need to 
be centrally located and reasonably close together." The ordi- 
nance is a compromise "that we're not terribly pleased with," 
Wiikinson said. The most vehement opponents of Seattle's 
broadcast towers were also dissatisfied with the new rules, ac- 
cording to Steve Ludwig, president of Citizens Against Tower 
Expansion (CATE). Membersof his organization, who arecon- 
cemed about reports of elevated cancer rates in their Queen 
Anne H i  neighborhood, were partof an angry, noisy crowd of 
pmtesters that twice forced thecity council to adjourn whiie it 
voted on iho hroadwt  tower ordinance on August 10. Seaule 
adopted public exposure guidelines for RF radiation IastJanu- 
ary (see MWN, JE92). 
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INTERNATIONAL 
Radarand Power LineFearsinIreland ... In thesmall townof 
Crossmaglen,No~emIreland, near theborder with theRepub- 
licof Ireland, ten people havediedhm brain hemorrhagesand 
three from brain tumors-outof appulationof about2.400- 
in thelasttwo years, andresidentssuspectNIER fromanearby 
British Army surveillance post, according to an account in the 
Dublin Sundoy Press (June 28). A I d  physician, Dr. Mary 
Allen, sounded the alarm. "In all the areas I have worked I have 
never experienced such a high level of general illness," Allen 
told the Press. "This ranges from listlessness and insomnia to 
cancer and mental illnesses, including anxiety and depression. 
We need a comprehensive survey of the health of the 
community ... and we need the Army to disclose what type of 
equipment they're using." The newspaper reported that the 
British Army has "been using surface movement radar in the 
areasince 1986."..EMFs hmpowerlinesarecausingconcem 
in the Dublin suburb of Ballymun. The June 8 Evening Herald 
reported thatseven women ina4(XThousedevelopmenthown 
as BelclareEstatehavediedof cancer in the last 14 months. An 
environmental group, Healthwatch Ireland, has taken EMF 
measurements, which are in tum being reviewed by a govem- 
ment agency, and the Irish Minister for Health, Dr. John 
O'Connell,hasbegunaninvesti@tionintotheBallymuncancer 
cluster."Youcannotstartatotalscare, but these figures warrant 
funher study ... by a team of epidemiologists," Dr. Patricia 
Sheehan, a radiation researcher, told the Ilerald. "No one 
knows whatwusescancer, but it has been establishedthat when 
people are exposed to non-ionizing radiation and ionizing 
radiation there is an increase in cancer." 
BBC Tower Sparks Controversy.,An environmental health 
specialist in Birmingham, U.K., Dr. MarkPayne, has identified 
seven cases of leukemia and lymphoma among residents who 
livewithin 1,500meters ofaBritishBroadcasting Coip. (BBC) 
radio and television tower, according to reports on March 30 in 
The Guardian and in The Birmingham Post. All but one lived 
in the area for at least 14 years. The 750-foot tower transmits 
fourtelevisionandseven radiostations. Payneculledthecancer 
cases from the mcdiwl records of a general pnctitioncr in the 
area who has about 2,600patients. He also found that thereare 
12 area residents currently receiving trwuncnt Tor mcntal 
illness. "Had the Sutlon Coldfield transmiltcr been anew drug. 
it would have to have passed elaborate tests as to its long-term 
safety," Payne wrote inan as-yet-unpublished letter toa British 
medical journal obtained by Microwave News. Such tests are 
not required, he added, "because of the widely held view that, 
apart h m  the heating effect, non-ionkingradiation presents no 
health hazards. We need to reassess this [view]." 

MILITARY SYSTEMS 
Microwave Weaponry ...An article in Aviation Week& Space - - 
Technology flatly contradicts a report in a competing publics- 
tion that an EMP weapon was used in the Gulf War. The earlier 
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story, in the April 13-19 issue of Defense News, slated that an 
EMP warhead mounted on theNavy's Tomahawk cruise mis- 
sile was used in the opening days of Operation Desert Storm 
(see MWN, MlJ92). The weapon, also referred to as a high- 
power microwave (HPM) device, was meant to disupt elec- 
tmnics in Iraq's air defense systems, wrote coauthors Robert 
Holzer and Neil Mum.  The piece in the April 27 Aviation 
Week confmed part of the earlier report, quoting unnamed 
U.S. defense officials who said thata "Tomahawk-size" EMP 
warheadisbeing developed inprojectsatLos AlamosNational 
Laboratory, NM and Eglm Air Force Base, FL. " [Blutno such 
weapon was used against Iraq," Aviation Week reporter David 
Fulghum wrote. His story wasnotprimarily aboutEMP weap- 
ons and made no specific reference to Defense News. Rather, 
the three-page onicle described a secret offensive to disupt 
Iraqi air defensesDefense News' Monm said his sources stick 
by their original story. 

TECHNOLOGY 
Microwave Dryers..Xorthose who have toyed with thepossi- 
bility of drying clothes in a microwave oven, just wait. Amer- 
ican MimT~cchInc.ofLakeOnvego.0R isdeveloping amicro- 
wave clothes dryer. Tests of the appliance that were sponsored 
by Southern California Edisoo have shown a 10% energy sav- 
ingsas compared with a conventional electric dryer. The utility 
also touts fasterdrying, fewerwrinklesandlessstaticcling.The 
dryer is a modified household tumble dryer: microwave gener- 
ators have been added, along wilh d m  locks and shielding; a 
low-wattage electric heating unit is still needed to help carry 
moisture out of the dryer .... EPRI researchers are also studying 
this technology and have recently completed aprototype. They 
are still working out some kinks, however: metal buttons, coins 
and zippers are not aproblem in the microwavedryer, but long, 
thin metal objects such as bobby pins or nails can heat up and 
damage clothing. "In a microwave dryer ... microwaves 'wget' 
the warn molecules clinging to the clothes rather than the 
molecules constituting the fabrics:' EPRI's John Kesselring 
wrote in the June EPRI Journal (pp.34-36). "In experimental 
testing,dryertempentures ...g enerally h a v e n o t e x  11O0F, 
an excellent range fordryiing delicate fabrics." Kesselring, who 
is wilh EPRI's Customer Systems Division, predicled that the 
dryers could be on the market as early as 1994. Past announce- 
ments that this technology would soon be available toconsum- 
ers have proved to be premature, however (see MWN. NID88). 

CORRECTION 
Inour last issue, wemisstated the per-mileconsnuclioncostsof 
overhead and underground power lines in the article on "The 
EconomicsofMiti@ti~1"(p.4).Themstofa345kVH-framecon- 
figuration is$390,000 permileandthecostofburyingthesame 
line is $1,450,000 per mile, according to a report prepared for 
Rhode Island's EMF m k  force by Commonwealth Associates. 
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