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No Risk of Eye Cancer

   

January 16, 2009

Cell phones do not increase the risk of developing eye cancer, at
least for the first ten years of use, according to a group of German
researchers led by Andreas Stang at the Martin-Luther-University of
Halle-Wittenberg in Halle. This marks a reversal. Eight years ago,
Stang reported a possible association in a smaller and less detailed
study (see MWN, J/F01, p.9).

This new result is "inconsistent" with his first study, Stang writes in
the Journal of the National Cancer Institute (JNCI). That earlier
study had only 118 cases of melanoma of the eye and used a
"crude exposure assessment" while the new study has 459 cases,
with a "very detailed exposure assessment," Stang adds. A
questionnaire developed by the Interphone study group was used
to assess mobile phone use. The JNCI paper was posted on the
journal's Web site on January 13 and will appear in its January 21
issue.

Most other epidemiological studies have not found cancer risks
after less than ten years of mobile phone use, though there are
indications that longer and more intense cell phone use might lead
to a higher incidence of glioma, acoustic neuroma and parotid
gland tumors.

Stang declined to offer an opinion about possible long-term
melanoma risks. "It would only be wild speculation," he told
Microwave News. But, he added, "As long as we do not have
empirical data it would be wise to be cautionary." Stang and Karl-
Henz Jöckel, his colleague and coauthor, believe that "we should
be especially careful with children."

Peter Inskip, an epidemiologist at the National Cancer Institute,
agreed that the risks from ten or more years of cell phone use are
still open. But, in an interview, Inskip noted that: "I know of no
reason to expect there to be an elevated risk for longer observation
periods" [his emphasis].

 
Search

  Microwave News  The Web

Return to Main Article Archive

VIEW ARTICLES BY YEAR

2026 Articles 2014 Articles
2025 Articles 2013 Articles
2024 Articles 2012 Articles
2023 Articles 2011 Articles
2022 Articles 2010 Articles
2021 Articles 2009 Articles
2020 Articles 2008 Articles
2019 Articles 2007 Articles
2018 Articles 2006 Articles
2017 Articles 2005 Articles
2016 Articles 2004 Articles
2015 Articles

Help Support
Microwave News

https://microwavenews.com/e-mail-alerts
https://microwavenews.com/contact-us
https://microwavenews.com/rss.xml
https://microwavenews.com/rss.xml
https://microwavenews.com/
https://microwavenews.com/
https://microwavenews.com/
https://microwavenews.com/news-center
https://microwavenews.com/about-us
https://microwavenews.com/emf1.html
https://microwavenews.com/www.html
https://microwavenews.com/support.html
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://microwavenews.com/news-center/no-risk-eye-cancer
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://microwavenews.com/news-center/no-risk-eye-cancer
https://twitter.com/share?text=No+Risk+of+Eye+Cancer&url=https://microwavenews.com/news-center/no-risk-eye-cancer
https://twitter.com/share?text=No+Risk+of+Eye+Cancer&url=https://microwavenews.com/news-center/no-risk-eye-cancer
javascript:window.print()
javascript:window.print()
mailto:?subject=Microwave%20news%20article:%20No+Risk+of+Eye+Cancer&body=https://microwavenews.com/news-center/no-risk-eye-cancer
mailto:?subject=Microwave%20news%20article:%20No+Risk+of+Eye+Cancer&body=https://microwavenews.com/news-center/no-risk-eye-cancer
http://www.medizin.uni-halle.de/klinepi/index.php?id=325
https://microwavenews.com/news/backissues/j-f01issue.pdf
https://microwavenews.com/news/backissues/j-f01issue.pdf
http://jnci.oxfordjournals.org/cgi/content/abstract/101/2/120
http://www.epidem.com/pt/re/epidemiology/abstract.00001648-200101000-00003.htm
http://www.epidem.com/pt/re/epidemiology/abstract.00001648-200101000-00003.htm
http://interphone.iarc.fr/
http://www.uni-due.de/imibe/institut/mitarbeiter/wissenschaft/khjoeckel.php
http://www.uni-due.de/imibe/institut/mitarbeiter/wissenschaft/khjoeckel.php
http://dceg.cancer.gov/news-events/people-in-the-news/archive/Inskip-Sigurdson-Retire
https://microwavenews.com/news-center
https://microwavenews.com/news-center/2026
https://microwavenews.com/news-center/2014
https://microwavenews.com/news-center/2025
https://microwavenews.com/news-center/2013
https://microwavenews.com/news-center/2024
https://microwavenews.com/news-center/2012
https://microwavenews.com/news-center/2023
https://microwavenews.com/news-center/2011
https://microwavenews.com/news-center/2022
https://microwavenews.com/news-center/2010
https://microwavenews.com/news-center/2021
https://microwavenews.com/news-center/2009
https://microwavenews.com/news-center/2020
https://microwavenews.com/news-center/2008
https://microwavenews.com/news-center/2019
https://microwavenews.com/news-center/2007
https://microwavenews.com/news-center/2018
https://microwavenews.com/news-center/2006
https://microwavenews.com/news-center/2017
https://microwavenews.com/news-center/2005
https://microwavenews.com/news-center/2016
https://microwavenews.com/news-center/2004
https://microwavenews.com/news-center/2015
https://microwavenews.com/support.html
https://microwavenews.com/support.html


eye cancer,  Andreas Stang,  Peter Inskip,  Christoffer Johansen,  
John Boice,  IEI,  Karl-Henz Jöckel,  

In a commentary that accompanied Stang's 2001 paper, Inskip
argued for a "cautious interpretation" of the melanoma risk. Inskip
cited the small size of Stang's study, the rough exposure
assessment as well as lack of attention to possible confounders.
When asked about Stang's new finding, Inskip stated that he
appreciated having "stronger information" in the published
literature.

A year after Stang's first paper, Danish-U.S. researchers led by
Chrisoffer Johansen of the Danish Cancer Society and John Boice
of the International Epidemiology Institute reported that they could
not find any support for an elevated risk of malignant melanoma of
the eye among Danish mobile phone users.

The new paper may be downloaded at no cost. Stang explained
that he and Jöckel had paid the journal's fee to allow open access:
"We wanted to be sure that everybody in the world has the chance
to read the paper."
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